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and more particular and explicit in their
testimony.”  Let us also examune tius state-
ment. ‘The writers here ntroduced com-
mence with Justin Martyr.

Justin’s First Ap oy for the Chyistime
resented to the omn government prob-
ably A.D. 138, conttinsa sentence in which
mention is mude of eertain Christians, sixty
and seventy years old, who had been dis-
ciples, or hud been mude disciples from their
enrly youth, or childhood.  Thi- is the sen-
tence on which dependence is pluced as
showing the existence of infant baptism in
the timeof Justin,  Dr. Woods says, * It iy,
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iii, 16. From achild thou hast known the
Holy Scriptuies.

The other writer is C. Steph. Matthies,
author of o price essay, entiled Beplismatis
Foxpositio, & work of greant literary merit.
Qu page 187, he thus says—* In the fist
two cetitwivs no memorials [monumenta
are fouud, by which it can be evidently es
i tablished that infants then received bapti-m:
1it is ruther probuble that us far a8 v the
end of the seeund century ouly those who
had been instructed in the clemems of

But eertain words of Justin Martyr, wiich

Christian doctzine were adinitted to baptism,

I think, altogether probable and beyond anytme very oiten adduced in favour of the an-
reasonable doubt, thas Jostin m-aut in this} tiguity of mfant baptism, secem to oppuse
plare to speak of those wha were made dis-; this opinim,  Justin says, that very many
ciples, or introduced into the school of Christ of cach sex, sixty and seventy years old,

by haptism, when they were infans?

Does exzaiduwy here menn from infancy?
And does exabsre0fizay involve the idea of
baptism in the cases referred 10? These
questiong, at least the first, must be affirm-
auvely answered, in order that the passage
may testify to the existence of infang bap-
tism.  An aflicuative answer cannot be
sustiined. The truth is, the passage ought
never to have been pressed @ito the service.
The candor of modern scholars forbids them
to regard it as testimony for infunt baptism,
As I will not even appear to speak at ran-
dom, 1 insert here the views which two
leawrned German writers have published.
The first is C. Semisch, author of a eritical
Mounograph onthe Life and Works of Justin,
and withal & Lutheran clergyman. 1 quote
fron his second volume, pp. 334, 345,
“Whenever Justin refers to baptism, adwlts
appear as the objects to whom the sacred
rite is administered.  Of an infunt baptism

who had been fruyght the doctnine of Christ
from their childhood {a pwwitin] vemain
continent. Thoueh the tovmula po8sssuesfn
j e undeniably signitics Lo be a disciple of
; such a one, yeu thissiguiticition by no means
| contains the idea that that disciple has been
“already bapuzed; for, theugh he has not
i yetreceived baptism, is eagetly learning the
vdocuine of Christ, and is therefore taught
ithe gospel. It is this that Justin seems to
shave in mind.  For he himself, in another
plice, giving an account of baptism, relates
rtiat otly those who believe the things they
“are taught, so as to be persunded that they
can live in a Christian manner, are brought
“to baptism. It is thus evident, that in Jus-
tin's opinion baptism is to be given after
believing in Christ.  Nothing else, there-
fore, is contained in that saving of Justin’s,
than that many, instructed in the gospel
from an early age [ab incunte atate] remain
s continent.”

he knows nothing.  The traces of it, which; I might now pass to the next writer in-
some persons believe they have detected in troduced by Dr. Woods. But as the his-
bis writings, are groundless fanciecs, artifi-1 torical question of buptism has no little in.
cinlly produced. In the word. (Apol 1. 13.) terest, I wish here 1o exwract from Justin
—¢ Many men and many women, sisty and Martyr the passage alluded to by Matthies,
seventy venrs old, who, from children, have: It so directly bears on the subject that it
been disciles of Christ, preserve their con-' materially contribuwes to a proper under-
tinence.' Nothing more is said, than that ! standing of the sentence which we have
many individuals of bath sexes became dis-}been considering, and which has been made

ciples of Christ in emly life. The idea of
pabyeeviefa does not necessarily include
that of being baptized; it merely brings
hefore our minds a chatechwnenate.  And
even admitting that the bapuismal rite was
included in padrresodm, this by no means
ix decisive of a reference to infunt baptism.
*Ex eouduv contrasted with sEnxeveouras and
s50oprxovsovras may well denote the en-
trance on the period of youth.”” In a note,
Semisch also quotes from Starck, “as a
parailel, Lucian’s language about the phi-
losopher Dentonax, “that he loved philoso-
phy” " To this 1 might add the language
of Basil, in his Exhortation to Buptism, as
quoted by Mutthics, “Thou yer delayest,
though thou hast been instructed in the
word {the gurpet]”  Tn a shnilar manner

a badis for so disproportionate a structure.
It is the LXIst chapter, or section, of the
same Apology, in which Justin commences
his account of Christian practices anu wor-
ship. I give the chapter cntire, without
stopping to notice any doctrinal misconcep-
tions of its author. “In what manner we
devote ourselves to Gad, having been made
new by Christ, we will expﬁziu, lest by
omitting this we should seem to give a dis-
honestaceount.  Asmany as are persuaded
and believe that those things are true which
are taught and said by us, and engage to
live accordingly, are instructed to pray and
ask, with fasting, from God, the forgiveness
of the sins they hud before committed, we
also praying and fastening with them. Then
they ure led by us [to & place] whereis

tue spostle Paul writes to limothy, 2 Tim.

water, and receive the new birth, fuve-born

again] after the same manner of new birth
i which . 2 ouraclves huve been born aguin.
For, intnename of the Fathier of sl and Lord
God, and of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and
and of the tloly Spirit, they then receive
the bath [have the bathing done to them.
selves] For Christ said, Except ye be
bern again, ye cannot enter into the king-
dom of teaven. But that it is impossible
for those who have been onee born to enter
mto their mothers’ womb, is evident to all.
And by Isaizh the prophet, a3 we have
before written, it i3 said in what munuer
those who have sinned and repent shall
exeape from their sins. It is thus spoken—
Wash ye, become cleun, tuke away inquity
frum your souls, &e. [Is. i 16-20.] And
in reference to this matter we have learned
Jrom the apostles this uccount.  Sinre, being
ignorant of our first birth, we were born by
a4 neeessity from the connubial intercourse
of our parents, aud were in corrupt custonis
and evil ¢ducation, in order thut we muy
not remain children of necessity and igno-
rance, but of choice and kaowledge, und
may obtain in the water remission of the
<dns we have formerly committed, the name
f the Father of all and Lord God is called
vver the person who desires to be bora
again and who repents of his sins, he that
wads to the laver the person to be ‘bathed
pronouncing over him this name only. For
no one is able to meution a pame for the
incfable God: should any one dave to say
there is {a name], he would be guilty of
utter madness. Moreover, this bath is
called itimination, as those who learn those
thingsarcilluminatedin their understanding.
And the enlightened person is bathed in the
name of Jesus Christ who was crucified in
the time of Pontius Pilate, and in the name
of the Holy Spirit, who, through. the pro-
phets. before procluitaed all the things per-
taining to Jesus.”

On a portion of this extract T am happy
in the opportunity of presenting the views
of Semisch in his work already mentioned,
vol it, p. 305. “This passage distinguishes,
undeniably, a twofold birth—a birth after
the flesh, which results from the union of a
child’s parents—and a birth after the Spirit,
of whicl baptism is the instrument.  The
fivst birth, in reference to the child born, is
a matter of pure necessity; we are born
ohiysically, without our knowledge or co-op-
eration: the other birth, on the contrary,
deperds on our individual, self-conscious
freedom; we shall be born of the Spirit
only if we wishit.”  Of this spiritual, intel-
ligent, voluntary birth, baptism, according
to Justin’s representation, is the instrument,
Is thiz consistent with the idea of baptism
administered to unconscious infants?

In the other parts of this extract, it is
interesting to observe the successive steps
presented by Justin.  First in order is, being
made new by Christ; next, cordially be-

lieving the instruciions of the Christian




