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Wiho would choose to go down to death
thus ?

And this leads to the remark, that to
die in our sing is to die in all the misery,
and be involved in all the consenuences
of our sins. We may experience little
annoyance from our sins now, but at
death, and in the next werld. they will
appear in all their magnitude,  Dvery
gin will be the germ of endless misery :
the least sin will bear its bitter fruit ; and
hell will be the unmitiqated remembrance
aof sin, to which there will be no end, as
there will be no alleviation.

The consequences of dying in one's
sins arc tao awful to contemplate. For
ever to be cast out {rom the presence of
God—to endure his wrath—to be an out-
cast from the vegions of happiness, of
glory—to be shut upin the vegions of
woe: to be excluded from the society of
all koly and happy beings, and be the
compurion of the vutcast and the con-
demned : to he doomed to endless, una-
vaillng regret: to spend an eternity in
the bitterness of remorse! Is that a
prospect we would willingly contemplate
for ourselves? And yet, such is the
prospect before all who shalt die in their
sins. Their portion will be the worm
that dieth not, and the fire that is not
quenched.  And the aggravation of their
misery will be that 1they rejected Christ
they would not believe in him: they
would not come to him that they might
have life.  They put wway from them the
offered salvation.” They chose death ra-
ther than life. God called, and they re-
fused: he stretched out his hand, and
they regarded not; but set at nought
all his counsel, and would none of his
reproot § therefore will hie also laugh at
their calamity and mock when their fear
cometh ; when their fear cometh as de-
sofation, and their destruction coineth as
a whirlwind ; when distress and anguish
cometh upon them. Their misery will
be aggravated oy the regret that they
did not attend w0 God's word when 1t
might have availed them; that they did
not listen to its insiructions; that they
were unawed by its warnings; undeterr-
2d by irs threatenings: uninfluenced oy
its promises or its entreaties; and that
they were cqually inditferent to the bles-
sings of the gospel. and the penalties of
the law. It will e agaravated by the
consideration that heaven is lost, with all
its joys, with all its blessed occupations,
with all its honors and glories, with its
inconceivable and endless raptures—that
the Saviour has gone there—the Saviour

whom they rejected—that he has taken
with him all his followers—that he has
carried them with him into glorv—and
thither they canunot come ! Oh! what
an aggravation will that be of their mi-
sery ! o Whither 1go, says Christ, » ye
annot come” ¢ Ye cannee come” It
is impossible now The line is dvawn —
Your dedtiny is fixed.  * Between ung
and vou there isa great gult’ fixed : so
that they which would pass from hence
to you caanot; neither can they pass to
us that would come trom thence.”  Hea-
ven onve lost is unattainable.  No subse-
quent elforts wili reach it.  * Whither 1
go ve cannot come.” Whither Christ
hasgone.  ‘Toheaven—to the joys which
are at God’s right hand—to the pleasures
which are there for evermare—to the
happiness of the sinless state—to the
bliss of the anuelic company —to the vap-
tures of the heavenly employmenis—to
the praises of the unereated sanetuary.
Thither ye cannot come: ye have not
the title: ve have not the mecetness: ye
have not the character.  IHeaven is not
to be attained by a thought - it is not to
be reached by a prayer: noris it to be
seal-d Ly a life spent in works of self-
righteousness A death-bed repentance,
such as that generally is, will 1ot secure
it  Oh! no, nothing but true faith in
Christ ; nothing but that faith which sanc-
tifleth; nothing but the new crewtion of
the soul, of which faith is the principal
work. Al that mey be accomplished or
take eleet on a death-bed; the Spirit of
God may work even than: Heisnot li-
mited to times or to means; and then
we ave to present the gospel as frecly and
as fully as at any other time. We are
not to administer any extrem. unetion ;
but we are to invite the sinner to believe
in Christ the Anointed : we are to pre-
sent Christ; and we are warranted to
lay hold of the promises of the gospel then
as well as at any other period. But ve-
pentance delayed is always more diflicult;
and faith at such a season is a more hope-
less exercise.  Qur salvation is a work.
It is ofien threagh aborious and painful
processes that itisaccomplished ; not but
that if the sinner would believe at once,
he would be saved atonce ; but it is oft-
en through painful struggles, and pro-
tracted efforgs, that the siuner at last
comes to the exercise of that taith which,
introducing the soul intc a state of justi-
fication, it has peace witl. God. It has
been through such struggles that many of
the most eminent believers bave atlength
attained (o peace. .\ death-bed is the
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