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expression is beyond the limit of the child's
wont.  Though printed in another connec-
tion before, yet, as illustrating the mistakes
into which the very young fall, the following
two incidents are given, They arose from
the same sort of misnppr«lwnsiun as those
given by Miss Stock :

A little givl who used to go 1o prayer
meeting with hep mother often Legrq the
bymn in which oceup the lines :

“False to thee like Peter, 1
Would fain like Peter weep,”

Now, it chanced in that town there lived a
man, a - peripatetic vender of vegetahles,
named Peter 1. Dee ang familiarly known to
voung and old as “Peter 1, it came to
pass that in the child’s mind arose an awful
sense of the falsity of one who could be so
ad as to get himself in a hymn as g dreadful
oample,  Even when the odd error was no
the association of man and hymn
remained, and to this day there js never
thought of one without the other, though the
child has long heen a4 woman,

“What are monkey-toads ¥
little gir]l of her mother,

And it transpired that the opening sen-
tence of the Sunday  school lesson  haq
sounded to five-year-old ears, “And seeing
the monkey-toads lmullilmh-sl, he went up
o a mountain.” The horrors of the ¢py-
Mowere not so terrible to that young
mind as the imagined creatupes that com-
pelled a flight to the mountain,

Not only through the ear, hut through the
eve, children are often misled, A primary
school was to he taught that Christ has all

world under his feet—that is, conquers
the world, To make the lesson clearer a hal]
lpresenting the earth and a figure of Chyjst
standing  thepeon were presented—the man
ot of all proportion to the sphere, “That
picture,” said g child, confidentially, to her
mother, “is Josng standing on a hall, T saw
a Japanese o that at a cireus, Anyone that
n do that is pretty smart,”

Another child, returning home from Sup-
day school when the lesson wag about the
descent of the Holy Ghost “like a dove,” re-
ported +

“Mrs, Brown brought down the Toly
Ghost to-day, and it's a lovely white pigeon
Vith glass ayes,*

We smile gt these things as amusing in-
Cidents of childish misunderstanding, but
they have o deeply grave aspect, For they

longer he

asked another

indicate, alag! that zeal without knowledge
which renders void so much Christian en-
deavor., “When | was a child | understood

as a child,”
———
Invisible Threads,
BY JULIA . Jonxstoy,

THAT which js seen is not the whole,
Over and over we need to repeat this truth
to ourselves, stirring up our OWn minds by
Wi of remembrance ag e consider oyp
primary work in its multiplied responsibili-
ties, jts comprehensiveness, and jts oppor-
tunities,

It is Comparatively Casy to hold the chijl-
dren’s attention by Spinning a bright story.
giving an attractive ohject lesson orp illustra
tion, or by marchings anq motion songs,
There s inspiration in the responsiveness
and interest of g little c¢hild, anq in the ex-
hilaration of the lesson hour it seems easy
to impress the baby minds : but this is not
all of duty or privilege, nop is it half enough,
We must aim to fasten permanent influences
that will go through the week and into the
home life, like invisihle but imperishable
threads, that the children may be holden
with the cords of love and truth “while we
are absent one from another,”

Definite impressions, clear teaching of sin-
gle and simple truths, and, mogt of all, the
found influence of spiritual life in the
S, the reverent Spirit of praver and song,
and the pressure of love that lifts the litt]e
one to Jesus while i his house, are all ele-
ments of permanent helpfulness that reach
beyond the class and the Sabbath hour,

It is by such ever-lengthening and invisi-
ble threals as these that the teacher binds
the class and the homes together, ag well ag
by personal visitation, Sympathy, and in-
fluence, Often g stronger tie g fastened by
what the chilq remembers, repeats, anl lives
at home than by any word directly spoken
to any of the family circle, In many homes
it must he through the little ones, if at g1,
that the teacher may hope to lead.  For
there are few of us who have not some under
our care who come from homes where there
is no help heavenward, There are forlorn
waifs who need to be mothered by the
teacher, and there are poor rich children
who are really ip the same dire need, so
far as soul life jg concerned,

Many a child learns the first evening and
morning prayer from the Sunday school




