
THE BUNDAY SOHOOL 1BANNEKi. 167

The nature of this trust vas known to their generat and the main army. They

the aî>ostleo, or volt guessaed et. Thoy surrouuded Christ. The deapairing father

muet havai been seriously aware how took heart. Surely so gtorious apronhet

boy runch vas et stako when they at- coutd heal his son, if hie follovers had

teeipt4d We cure the boy. A multitude failed. Christ always manifeste himsetf,

bad collected. In that multitude vere bovine withdrawu hiniself for a tinië.

mon of rank and character, vhose hostile IV. Parent# ,Aould know the condition

spirit vau volt kuowu. The scone is not ofther hildnmn.

difficit Wo imagine. They used such for- The description of his ohild by the

mulas of healing as they had hoard their father showed hov carefutly lie had oh-

Master use To their surprise they faited. served him. «llow long tinte is it since

Repeated trials faLlcd. AUl the nethods this bath come to him 1 " Christ asked.

they could think of failed. The evil spirit " From a child," ho replied. Ho had

defied thein ; the multitude &Il the time noticed the earliest hint of the possesltn.

watehiug and commeuting. As it begau Iu the teuler years of ,iufancv the evi-

clearly te aptiear that thoy wovro powertess, dences had begun tW show themeelves.

the Scribes hego te question thim. The Froni its pectiar features, he know that

questions are nlot reported. We C4n it was une of the worbt cases-a malig-

imagine vhat they vere. They vere naut possession. Parents differ in their

practicat: as to the clairs of uneducated observation of the bodily health of their

fi-ibermen tW vork cures. They vere chidren. Yet of this most of us are

,rcastic ; taken up by the crowd, they wateliful. We notice little defocti in

were jeerlng. The nine vere vorried. them in timb and festure. To a strauger

Letting the man sud bis chuld go, theY nu defeot ulay ho apparent; but a pîarent

discussed. They couId nut cure, but theY detecte anytbing wrong in the voice, the

dfiscuss cures. Their Master had doue stop,, the sight, the heariug, the breathiug,

vonderfut thinge. They lied dons the-t. the action of the he-,rt, iu au infant child.

1:1 Christ altoays 1), gnifésis hirnueif to Wondorfully aoute la the observation of

proteet hit Church aind to ow8ert hie poer?. msny paretts-of nearty every mother.

It may ho after delay. But hie comes And knowing uf physical defecta of mals-

Even e the questioning triumpbantty dies lu our children, vo are aimions We

proaeedi, sud the pour apostles are beiug have themn beated. If these are curable,

made a miserable mockery by the Scribes vo spare nu expensýe if physiciaus. AUt

sud the crovd, lu, Christ!1 on the meu- that vo can do, vo do gladly. We have

tain-side vith the tbree. Front star ail our children treated for incurable diseases;

see him. As ho dravs nearer, the glory su anious are vo We exhaust att means

in bis face and bis raimeut, dazzles the that vo may have them sound in body

bhboldere. The people are amszed sud aud lu mind Whst if vo vere as anxi-

attracted. They bouton tovard hlm. ous for their soute; if ve noticed defeots

They rue. The Scribes share the pro- lu tbese-spiritual diseases, the evidence

vaiting vuuder and ave. go goutte and of Satanie possession 1

assuring vas bis bearing, se full uf oom- V. The difficulty in the lent, qf Iieal-

Passion, that the peuple came running sud ing i. stot wastt oflpuurer in God, but teunt

joyfulty atîted hlm. The disciple miglit of faith in ian.

lie deuied ; but tîje Muster! who cuuld This le the main truth lu the narrative,

deny him 1 They miglit bo povertesas; a truth ei.Jorced iu all the miracles sud

but vhat omipatent ntajesty vas resting lu se mucb of the Savioures teacbing.

ipon him! Cbristianity lmad seemed Wo "1If thon canot do auything, bave corn-

fail ; but ouly its human expouents had passion ou us sud belp us." This i4 the

fsiled. Christ lied not faitod. What a cry of the deepty.convicted man alvays ;

change came uver those at the foot of the su impossibte ducs it eeem, lu d@ep, lu.

inount vbeu Christ desceuded Wu thent. telligent conviction, that auy pover rau

The Scribes are coufouuded ; they hecante save us. And We the in Jeans replies:

sileut. The apostles vre heered, .s "If thon canst,', It is not s question

hard-pressed soldiers by the arrivai of vhether I eau, vock, but vhether you cau

à


