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During thc pupils' carlY yoars, the aim of the teaclier should hc
simply to, awakeon a desire for knowledgre, an1d show them liow to ac-
quiro it, net te cram tliem withi frcts, as is too otten the case, treating
the mind as a remembering, and not as a thinking substance. It is
not the number of facts read or expounded, or even remembered, but
the power to apprcliend these facts and their varjous relations, whicli
constitutes the ideal of truc tcaching. We should aim to secure to,
our pupils as muchi mental training as possible, se that liaving aroused
their activity of thought, having led thom to the source of knowledge,
they may drink therefrom, andi that they may feel that te their oiyn
ext,ztions, wvi1l be mainly due their increasing knowlcdge. And those
pupils -%hlo on account of poverty, or other misfortune, are obliged
te icave school at an early agc wvil1 havc received a imulus sufficient
to excite tim te furthcr study, te scif-improve ment and te love
knowledge8 for its own sake.

The teacher of the newly awakened mind of childhood is lie who
standing, at the fountiin-heid of a mighty river, helds in bis hands
the power fo effectually dami its progress, te divert it froni its natural
channel, or te, guidc it in its just and preper course, whiile lie who is
appointed te the post of so-called superior instructor, is likeO the tri-
butarics which, in their mighty onward course. administer te the
ivants of the river, but arc only subservient te the mighty priuciple
gceneratcd in its carlier stages.

IBit some doubtiung one may say, IlDe net those pupils studying
the more advanced subjeetsý-, of neccssity need teachers that are bot-
ter educatcd than thoso -%hlo have net yet mastercd tbe rudiments V'
If, by educatien, is mneant a sounid professional trainiug, alad a ther-
ough insighit into, and iunderst,-,iiiing, of, child natuire, I answer, yes;
but if, as it is nieant in tho commiion acceptation of the tGrm, more
litcrary acquiremieuts, 1 dissent cntirely. If a yeung man after a
thioroughI course at the Ilighl Sclîo1, and after successfully passing the
exainiationis on the curriculum, 1î~net enougli bookî k.newlcdgte te
teacli the hiiguer clas.s in our Public Sehools, lie should net presume te
.enter the profession;, and lic would be ne more successful in a junior
division, than in a senior one, unlcss, as is sometimes the case, ho lias
a great aptitude for imparting inistruction. Besides, it is a fact which
the observant person cannot fail to have notcd, that the best scholar
dees net alWVays makze thc bcst teacher.

'Jlieîn, igi, the pupil in the advanced stages is in a far less do-
gree dependent on the teacher, than is his younger brother. Witli
sucli a inagnificent, array of text books, as is supplied for our Canadian


