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inative works thjan the ruost exact seliolarship which is thue aim of
university training. Scott said that if bis father had Ieft hlmi au
estate of five or six hundred poumds lie should have spent bis life-
time in misceflaneous readiuig and not in working. Hom, rnuch the
world owes to bis lack of inherited wcalth is plain ln the case of
Walter Scott, and i8 illustrated in thiat of hundreds of other g,'reat
w'riters.

To the copious stores of learnirig to be found in boo1is Walter
addecl a wronderful keen observation of mien and inanners. Ris
perceptive faculties were of the flrst order, and with bis extra-
ordinary natural gifts of memory and early-fornied habits of re-
produeing what lie heard or read or saw 'whieh wvas inost striking,
lie acquired a gift of expression, of rare facility, vividness and
power.

But more than all, and above ail, perhaps, in influence upon
Scott's imagination, must be ranked the wild aud beautiful scenery
of bis native land. Born lu 1771 lu Edinburgh, the inost pictur-
esque of British cities, under the shado,%v of Edinburgh Castie,
whose toNvering and splendid architecture ovcrtops a frowniug
precipice of four hundred feet in heiglit, Scott soon becaine an
enthusiast for ail that; -was stately and beautiful and grand in
nature and in art. Ris early excursions made lin acquainted
with the flnest scenery in the Lowlands, and the more ru-ged
ane mountainous Highla.nds af terwards became to him famuiliar
ground. The river Tweed, which le laqd rendercd as fanions as tixe
Rhine or the Tibery runs for a. hundred miles through a region pre-
senting almost every variety of scenerýy of which, Scotland can
boast.

With aIl these influences contributing to formi his character, with
all-devouring reading of ivorks of imagination, with the intercourse
of seholars and ball a d-dealers, and antiquarians full of legcndary
lore, with the splendid sc(,encry of Scotland ever before lis eyes,
w'bat wvonder that Walter Scott becamie a poet and a, writer of
:fiction? His intellect wvas stceped lu romnance fromn fie cradie.

If -we turn froin Scott the «writer to Scott the mnan we shall
find a character full of simplicity, energy, kindness and devotion
to bis worhk. Walter Scott wvas a mnanly, brave, high-souled gentle-
mian. Cast plxysically iu an ample mould, ful]y six feet in leight,
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