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The Fatber of the English Press.

~\XIIE Father of the English Press, four hundred and
Nt
o\

now known as William Caxton, was born in the Weald
5 of Kent. Of the locality we are ignorant, for Kent

7. was then a rnde and aimost barbarous country. Its lan-
9?{7 guage was so broad as to be hardly recognizable as Eng-
lish. A topographical writer deseribed it, a century and a half
after the birth of our benefactor, as heing: ** A desert and waste
wilderness, stored and stuffed with herds of deer and droves of
hogs anly.”’

Naturally little would bhe known of the parents. or of the
early history of a youth brought up in such environments.

The first authentic account we have of Caxton is that he was
apprenticed, while still a lad *n his teens, to Robert Large. a
member of the Mereer’s Compaay, who was, as documentary evi-
dence proves, a man of great wealth and influence. ITe was a
merchant as well as a mercer, and it 1s presumably certain that
among his merchandise there were books. The boy was there-
fore placed in favorable circumstanees to cultivate a taste for
reading, which otherwise would have been impossible. on ac-
count of the great cost of hooks. (such as there were at that
time), which would have heen far heyond his means.

Robert Lirge was Lerd Mayor of Londen in 1439-40: the
following year he sucenmbed {o a serious illness, leaving Caxton
twenty marks, a2 bequest of some consideration in those days.

Shertly after his master’s death, Caxton went abroad. 1lis
legaey enabled him to study in Flanders and Iolland. It was
hiere that he made himself master of the art of mechanieally re-
producing on paper, by use of movable types, words and pages.
thereby doing away in England with the volumes engraved on
hlocks of wood. wax or on parchment, such as were used until
very reeently in China, and upon which many a great and noble
thonght was engraved by the aneient Greeks and Romaus.

>aper had heen common enough for a century or so, yef
no one had diseovered {ypography.

William Caxton, the man who hrought us this wift. was not
a crafisman or a professional printer. nor did hr ever become
what one wonld eall to-day a competent printer.  Early English

L

e ]



