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Empire. In thc early days of American dis-
covery, w-hile the Spaniards were searclîing for
gold fields on Uic unheaitby shores of Central
America, the French and English, w-ith wiser
foresiglît, directcdl tlîeir attention te the North
and discovered the real gold fields of the
Continent; the riehi and inexmaustible fishing
grounds ef New-foundland and Nova, Scotia. A
Colony of Frenchi scttled at Port Royal iu 1605;
a Colony of Englislî Puritans landed 15 ycars
later at Plymnouthî Rock. Frein tîmese rival
Colonies sprung nil tlîe wars and contentions
by which the Continent w-as vexed for 8e nîany
years. This 18 net tlîe place te give a full ac-
counit of the events w-hici en4!ed in the expuîl-
sien of the Frencli from tbe Continent. The,
strugglc w-as long and doubtful, and fortune
wavered long betwcen the rival banners. lIn
the inean turne, tlîe English Settlements had
extended te Cape latteras, and the French te
tlîe Island of Moutreai. Louisburg became an
almost impregnable fertress, and the River St.
John wras studded with forts frein Partridge Is-
land te the Nashîwaak. Tlîe English Colonies
rapidly rose into importance, and fer nîany
years carried on a constant w-arfare with the
Frenchi Colouista o? Acadie. Mauy of the
deeds of vaier donc by tue English Celonists lu
those days, w-erc net surpassed by tlîe bravest
actions recorded in tlîc War e? Independeace.
The siege and cap)ture of Louisburg in 1744, a
work plauned and carrled eut by tlîe New Eng-
land Colonists, w-as an achievement tînt is
wortlîy te ho nanied ia cernectien w-itl thc
capture of Qucice or tlic surprise of Gibraltar,
and the taking e? Fort Cumberland la 1755;
afforded an additienal illustration of tlîe vider
and loyalty of tliese nmen of New England.-
Nor w-cre thcy idie spectators, wlien five years
later the last remnant of French powecr passedl
frein this Continent. 0f ail the vast demain
that France once possessed. lu the Northern
part of tuie New Werld, vdiy a few uniniportant
Islands are left-tbe fe. hIc remuant ef w-liat
w-as once se, grand. Hoi, sudh an Empire w-as
lest, must surely bc a, suiJct w-cil worth thc
attention of tic histerian.

A littie over a enturx ageo, tlîe Britisli tlag
w-as planted on the Cita&~ 1 e? Quebie,. and freai
tlîat turne a new era daw-ned on thie history o?
Acadie. Thc French settiers w-ere driven ?rom
their homes by the sides o? its dyl-es and inter-
vales, and a new and more agressive race
usurped tlieir places. Hlalifax w-as founded
and Enghishi settiements commenced te 1)0
formed on the RZiver St. John. But eveats
were near whiih w-cre destinedl te change the
wlîole political aspect e? Uic Continent, laI a
moment of insane folly, the British geverament
ciaimcd thme riglit te tax thc Colonists-and the
attempt te enforce this riglit w-as fellow-ed by
resistance. The sequel belongs te Englisb
histery. l)uring thîe war of Independence, the
shores o? Acadie w-er frcquently attatked by
privateers freintUic Uîirteen Colonies. Btthe
people -enîaincd loyal. aîîd ail atteînpts te
wrest Canada fromi the Britishî w-ere unsuccess-

fuI. After peace was concluded in 1783, at largo
influx of loyalists from thc New Republie
liastened the settiement of the remaining British
Colonies. Upper Canada was settled, and the
foundations laid of those, prosperous States
which are now expanding into a new dominion.
In the wvar of 1812, freslî trouble awaited the
thien feeble Colonies. Canada was persistently
but unsuccessfully attacked, and troops were
raised in ail the lower Provinces for her defence.
Hlalifax became the grand objective point froni
Nvhich the fleets of England issucd te attack the
Young Republie, and into its ample basin ivas
broughit the shattered Chesapeake after lier
mniorable engagement îviti flic ,Shannon. St.
Johin was occasionally tbreatened, but la those
dliys of sailing vessels, its violent tides and
dangerous currents were its best defence.

More thian lball a century of peace lias suceeed-
ed la which these Previnc 1s have emcrged frein
obseurity and become prosperous and wcalthy;
.and the present year beholds thein proess
of being formied into a Confederacy-on which
evLm the great neighbouring Republie affects te
look -%ith a jealeus and even auxious eyc.
\Vhat the future dlestiny of the new Donminion
is te ho, ne mnan can venture to prediet; but
the political. changes wrought in this Continent
during the past Century, have been se remark-
able, that nothing wbich occurs in future, en
justly excite our surprise. The Colonies of
Britain which were so loyal, and fought s0
strenuously to cxtend lier Empire, bave bccome
lier commercial rivais, and, in a great mie asure
lier enemies; while the old Colonies of France
-in former days so hostile te bier interests, are
îieopled now by a loyal population, -whom ne
tcnmptation wbich Uic great Republie eau hold
eut, can tîîrn frein their allegiance te the
miotber ]and. In the meantime, the people of
thiese P-rovinices ai-ait tbe advent of some, his-
tonnan who w-i place, befere theni a truc
mnirror of the times of the Ancient Colony of
Acadie-whe w-I trace its history dowu from.
the turne of its discovery by Carier, te, the ex-
pulsion of tbe Frenchi, and from thence te, the
present day-wle will recount its battles and
sieges, and its varions changes of masters, and
wliat is of stili more importance, the sacial
cliaracter and customis of its people -tlîeir
struggles against the scverity of a climate te
wivi they Nvere net inurcd, and the double
evils of disease and famine. Such a bistory,
written in a pleasing style, and witheîît preju-
(lice or partiality, w-ould be a -ork of inestii-
abîle value te tic inliabitants of the Provinces,
betlî as a text book for tlîe instruction of
yeîîth, and tlîe information of those of miaturer
years. Wlien sncb a work appears, w-e promise
it a w-ami reception; and, la tic mean turne, w-e
can only recommend sucli of our readers as are
interestedl in thc early history of tlîe Province,
te procure Mr. Murdoch's w-ork, w-hidi, lu spite
of miany dlefects, is a boek ef great value for
ref erence, and w-cIl calculated te lead enquiring
midsf to mnake furtber searcli into the early
lîistory of Acqadie.


