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4 CHAPTER 0N STABLE FLOORING.

When the carly suctices clused fna part of the
shied under the straw stack with a fow rough
boards 1h vrdet to makhe a stable 1 wlueh to fat-
ten o fon steots or dry cone, they were uot very
particular as to what the fluor was Lhe, cedar
blucking was never thought of.  Generally the
ground Lehind the cuttle wae dug vut about six
inches deeper than that where the eattle stuod, a
flat pole was stahed duwn against the faco of the
drop to keep the carth fivin being tramped duwn
level and a few boards were thrown down to mahe
the work of cleaning out the stable more casy,
and when ueatly dvne this made a very tulerable
floor. After a space, as times pgot better, the
farmer got up a neat frame stable to accommo-
dato both horses and cattle, this building had a
good plank floor, which, for substantiality and
neatness, was far ahead of its predecessor umder
the straw stack. But the most popular and cer-
tainly the most comfortable horse and cow stable
of the present day 1s that under the baru with a
good stone wall on at least three sides. The
floors of these stables are generally of two kinds,
viz., stune paving, aud cedar bluch paving, and a
few remarks on cach of these methuds uiay not
be vut of place at tlus seasun of the year, when a
great many farmers are waking preparations to
build duniug the comiyg suwiner.

In order to make a guod jeb of stone paviag
you wust bave suitable stunes, these should be
egg shaped, uut mure than four or five inchies
long, set with the large eud down, & good many
use larger stones than this, but they never make
a neat floor.  The Scoteh stone-masons are
generally all gould peviers. For cow stables 1t
is better to foruws & drop belund the cattle, with
oak plank fourteen inches wide and two inches
thick, as shown at figurc one.
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The edges of the drop may be formed of good flag
stones, which the mason will dress to snit. The

but by keeping sharp shod horses well littered

with straw I never had any difliculty on that

score, Saxvie Tansox,
Thamestord, Decander, 1SS, '

;poiuts; and I suspeet that many o horse which

appears in our show yards us & splendid oreature,
would be only of use for the purpose o1 a clothes
Livrse, if reduced in condition tu the level of a
working animal; and this abuso and absurdity
will continne to the disadvantage of the horse,
until thosc interosted Legin to recugnise that fat
is not powcr, and that it Lides a multitude of sins
of conformation.
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AND CLasSItp ATIoN vl |
CLYDESDALES,

My attention has, in various ways, been recent- | Fxeess of fat and a foreed 1t %
ly drawn to the above subject. 1 have nothmg | to d".\:e‘:“o 8 ‘}.""t‘ ;:r!clq ]C.u-ll\l 101; pre(.xf;p Ore
whatever to do witht Clydesdales pecumanly, but |~ . cl'ud, e8P "}m )¢ f i: tll"eﬁ’ wh .to guo-nn
1 must confess I am o great admrer of them ; ln.nltnnhn p.oor ¢ ml‘xcc N }.n Hing ‘Eg‘“““ adver
nor dv I expect that my deas will find favour in 3“3 waen l;' comes uptfn lfm" and in th? case of
every quarter, but I clann, as 1 give to others, | m.mv.q (as o cos.vs or ewes) is \e'r y apt to interfere
with 1mpregnation and the nutrition of the fa tus,

the right of entertaamng my own opinion. . . .
So far as I can gather, one of the great objects Not on.l) does high condition swamp sine of con-
fo.mation and tend to produce sterility, but it

of breeders mn the past has been to obtam horses . .
more seriously and very largely distracts the

with plenty of hair on their legs—** well feather- . . . .
penty o reir lega—t well feather attention of judges from the ene point of imjpor-

ed,” in other terms; and I would ask at once, tance in conncotion with breding auimals. viz
; ce in con vith breeding ani
of what benefit 1s this superabundant growth of sou: Iness * 5 !
3 IULICEE,

1 Q ) mities 2
hair on the lower part of the extremities? If If there is one thing which has caused me

horses were hke Cochin-Chmna fowls or pouter X .
pigeons, required for no more nnportant purpose mor¢ amazement than avother, in councction
geonE, req 1 PUIPOsC| ith the awarding of prizes to Clvdesdales, it is

1 3 i igm anne . .
thaun to strui about in a digmfied manner and to the utter meglect of all ordinary precautions to

please the eye of their owners, 1 could understand L .
. ensure that the prize is given to animals of rea-
the anxiety of some brecders to merease—cven e
sonably sound coustitution.

by questionable artificial means—the quantity of | 1 must most emphntically declare that, in my

this lursute appendage ; but seemg that horsc-s|o inlon, no animal, be he Clydesdale or any other
are mtended to subserve a useful purpose, I fail § 2P0 ? I e or any
t wherem thev are advanta llb 3 . ' breed, should be awarded a prize as a steck pro-
(»>scef 1 lm _fltl} ’ftlﬂf‘“ ge 51 1e p(Ls.cs ducer, if he has the slightest trace of constitu-
sion of & plentiful supply thercof on the posterior tional disease abont Linu, and that cvery batch of
aspect of their mubs.  Indeed, considering the |, a hould not onl ’b ied in th
great disadvantages 1t entails upon ammals n IJ“ ges should mob Only BO Accompduied n Ahe

. = ) ring by an attending member, but by a skilled
hard work aud m dirty weatber, I marvel tlm“\'ctl;riuarinn or two, more preferably- in large
men can be found to advoeate its production. | - !

& .

That a large quantity of haw on the legs - | 1 know that an objcction is sometimes enter-
proves the appearruce of an ammal I have yet | tained against the breeding of biyr horses from
to learn; and if this were the case, how 151t that | =

the absence thercof 1 the legs of hght horses 1s | their, theoretically, greater, linbility to bccome

accepted as o mark of beauty and & sigu of good roarers, and to dcvc_lopc sidc bones, d‘f" lfut tl.ns
breeding - objection would not in any sense be valid, if strict
g.

Bushy hair is also a splendid harbourer of dirt, attention wero ind to §Olllldncss and conforma.-
and an cffectunl screcner of laziness; moreover, hm?' Iu speaking of b ig horses I do not neces-
being very retentive of moisturs, it predisposes sarily rcfe.r to wero height, bu.t rt;\the.r to a large,
to stoughs and hacks of the pusterns and coronets well-developed, bopy frame.\mrk, with plent‘y of
and leads to excessive irmtation and atehing. room for the respiratory, circulatory, and diges-

Another great point aimed at by some breed. tive organs; plenty of u!usc]c, g0 ('d. s:houldets,
ers, 1s the production of plenty of bone. This in haunches, ]t:rms, and thighs; Dig joints, and
itself is laudable envugh, but I would suggest 's!wrt s xml s] mu} cnnu_on,l ;md. goo(‘l, oren f-ee.t:
that if a little more attention was given to quahty The aniwal that is required for ueavy town werlk

BLAELDING

stones should be Inrge cnough so that there could | of bone, a greater and more valuable desideratum
be at least an inch more of the stone going per- , would be obtain_c(l than can ever be got by mcre
pendicular into the ground under the plank than | quantity. Quality of texture, not cxeess of text-
ig intended to stand above it. ure, is required, and 1 would prefer the Cleveland

In cedar block paving the cedar is sawn off | Bay, with bis flat shanks and cannons, before the
evenly, squardy and equally four and onc half . round-boned, heavy cart horse we so frequently
inches long and are 1aid on their ends 1 sand, to | weet with, for fatigning and straining work. A
a straight-vdge, the same as stcne paving. The | broad. flat capnon bone is usually associated with

can be described in the single sentence-—a moun-.
tain in o mole heap. We don’t want long-legged-
narrow-chested, flat-barrelled animals with long
thin necks and heads set on an acute angle. They
are neither useful nor ornamental, but are de-
ficient in constitutional stamina, and as a rule
are the first to fall victims to enzootic and epi-
zootic affections. I'or town work big horses are

quantity of sand required will vary according to
the quality of the stones or blocking and accord-
ing to how equal the ground has been levelled off ;
but a load to every 200 square feet of paving
might be a fair average to cornpute by.

It has been urged as an objection against the
stope paving that if is bad for dulling the points
of dung forks and for dullicg sharp shod horses
in winter, but I have now used all the four kinds
of flooring mentioned above and I decidedly pre-
fer the stone paving as the most duralle, the
cheapest, the safest, and the healthiest for stock.
In most parts of the country cedar is coming to
be pretty expensive, and although it may last a
long time it certainly cannot last as long asa
well laid stone pavement, and in a short time the
cedar gets saturated with tho urine of the borses
and cattle, and continunlly emits a strong am-
mousical vapour, this, especially in hot weather,
will bo anything but conducive to the health of
the stock. T will admit that dung forke will get
prematurely blunt by being used on stoue floors,

required, not only on account of the great weighis
that have to be drawn, but also on the score of
economy.—Drof. Walley, V. 8., in North British
Ayriculturist.

well develeped tendons, the whole measuring be-
tween five and six inches in width. In conjunec-
tion with such conditions as these, we want what
are frequently overlooked, big joints and wcll
developed muscles : greater care in the produc-
tion of big arms aud big thighs.

Tn regard to the shape of the pasterns, opinions . The followiLg from tha Irisk Farmers' Gazette
gecm to differ very widely, scme minds favoring . will touch a respousive chord in the breasts of
2 comparatively straight and consequently short | many readers on this side of the Atlantic who
pastern ; others a very oblique and conscauently | have gone thruagh similar experiences.

a long pasterz.  In Loth extremes there is dan- | Those who have had the mournful experience
ger, and in every case a happy medium should | know that there is nothing more trying to the
be aimed at.  If the pastern is straight and short, qumpcr than the operation of teaching & young
it favours concassion and the production of ring- 'cnlf to drink. The process is familiar o every
bone and fide-bone, and predisposes to strain of | man who has brought up a young calf from in-
the check ligaments at the back of and below the ! fancy. ‘oa scizo a pail of warm milk, go into
hocks and knces, while opposite extremes most ! the stable, catch the calf by the ears, back him
certanly do not, as a rule, add to the strength | into & corner and bestride his neck. The idiot
and traction power of the limbs, Personally, | rather likes this, and while you are reaching for
however, I prefer the latter extreme. the pail he employs his time in slobbering the’

In the eatimation of some judges, I am afraid,

gross conditiop counts for more than do good

TEACHING A CALF To DRINK.

the blocklicad is abont and box his oars. You eau't

lower corners of your jacket. You discover what -




