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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

4 MANITOBA COW HOUSE.

The folowing article, from the pen of Mr. J.
8. Irclend, of West Lynne, and the acocompany-
ing illustrations appeared in the columns of our
oxcellent contemporary the Nor'-West Farmer
in reply to a request for a plan of a cow stable
suitable to the requirements of the country, and
ss many readers of the Rurar Canapian have set-
tled in Manitoba, and others are contemplating
moving there at an early date, the article and
plaus are reproduced here for the benefit of whom
it may concern :—

“As no particulars are given as regards height
of walls, pitch of roof, and the kind of floor to be
used, all of which are necessary to be known in
estimating the cost of coustruction, I take it for
graunted that the buildiug is to be built in ¢ sub.
stantial manoer, using nv surplus material, and
as cheap as may be consistent with strength and
durabil.ty. Irend you s plan of a stable that is
convenient, and snited to the wauts and requ re-
ments of the majority of farmers in the Prairie
Provincs.

Pig 1.

“¥Fig. 1 isa front and end view of the stable;
size, 60 feet by 8D feet, 14 feet height of walls,
and 18 inches thick, with four doors in front, one
entering behind each row of cattle, and one into
pacsage-way; twoin the end, one entering into
meal or storage room, and one into the loft or
mow over the cattle. Three small windows in
front and two in ths cnd, to admit tight into pas-
sage-ways aud stable; the window frames should
bo set into the walls, and the concrete built over
them. Double windews should be used, that is,
one pleced nesar the inside of the frame, and che
otber near tho outside. When the windows are
gingle, tho bres*h from the cattle in cold weather
froezes on them so thick that it makes them, in a
measore, opaqie. Loe ius:de sash msy be hung
on a pivot 1L the ceutre, sv as W open easily to
give ventilanon iu thie spring and summer seasons,
when the stock is required to be stabled, and the
outside one can be taken ont, 2nd & mosquito bar
put in its place. The doors are hong on hinges;
they aro cheaper, and better adapted to tho coun-
try than slide doors.

*Fig. 2 shows the plan of csttlo floor, which
contains ecighteen doublo stalls, with amplo ac-
commodation for thirty-six head of cattle, besides

calf house, meal or store room, and ono loose
boxor oo fws at calving time, or an extra oalf pen,
if required; a. a. cattle stalls, six feot four inohes
in width from centre to centre, and eleven feet in
length from the passage-way c. in front, to the
wall behind the cows on the one side, and the
same distance from the passage to the manure
dropped on the other side; b. b. is & manger,
twenty inches high from the floor, two feot wide
on top, and one foot six inches in the bottom. The
top of the manger is formed of three by six scant-
ling, running the width of the stalls, and from the
scantling to the flocr of inch lumber, made tight
and close at the bottom for feeding meal, or a
small box at each side of the stalls can be made
for that purpose. c. passage-way, in front of
cows to feed from, four feet wide and boarded up,
three feet six inches. d. d. manure drops. The
stalls described are for large-sized cows. e. e. are
stalls for smaller-sized cows or young cattle, five
feet centre to centre, and ten feet from passage-
way to the partitions on one side, aud the satwne
distance to the centre of manure drop, d., on the
other. f. f. are manvgers, the sameasd. d. g.
pussage-way, the same as ¢. 4. is mapure drop,
i calf bouse, 3. meal room, £ loose box, I L
ranngers, m. side passage, n. ladder to loft. O.
shows the position of a root house that can be
built, if required, aud entered from the stable by
the pascaue-ways. The partitions between the
stalls ure six feet long, and four feet four inches
high, boarded up with two-inch plank, each par-
tition requiring four pieces of two by six plank
spiked to the studding, the two top pieces having
a small bolt through each end, makiug them firm
and secure.
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Fig. 8.

“Fig. 8 is 8 hay loft; a. a. are feed shoots for
delivering hay iuto centre of passage-way. The
hay can be thrown in at the tops, or through
small doors in the sides, according to the height
of hay in the mow. =, entrance o loft from
passage below; A, shoot, the same as a. 4., to
deliv r hay into feed room for calf pen and loose

box.
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Fig. 4.

‘“Fig. 4 shows stall partition, and manner of
tylug cuss, A 4., end Viow of mauger. B., & tFo-
iuch round stake, the bottom end lcft into top
piece of the manger, aud the other end bolted to
the top bar of stall partition; c. is ue-chain, to
shde up saud down on the stake. JIustead of
stakes, rods of mch irom can be used, fourteen
wuches long, and bolted on the stall partitious for
the chains toshide on, but they wonld add eighteen
dollars to the cost of the buuding, and the stakes
asuswer equally as well. Tho partitions are
boarded up five feet lngh. Height of stable,
seven feot from floor to loft; the upper floor is
laid with inch lumber; if poles are used iustead
of lumber for thoe upper fioor, it will lessen the
cost in the estimate about thirty dollars,

QUANTITIT OF LUXBER REQUIRXD.

17 pioces, 2x8—380 fool long—6S9 foet, for joists.
4 2x10—80 foel 1ong—200 {oet for platos.

22 «  2z6— 8 fout lung-——396 {cel for raftors.
8 33828 toot loa-—78 fect for mangers.

o8 ¢« 226--12 e long—672 {cet for collar besms and
siall partitions.

40 «  2x4—14 foot ong—396 feot for studdings.

14 ¢ 2x8-12 fest lung—224 foet for windows and
dour {rames.

9 v 931413 feet Jong—56 feot for cal! roangars.

Inch lumber, 14 feot long .......ccciivveinnnan. 1,888
“ 7 S 8,613

Total number of fo6t ......ecceveennnns 7,600

ESTIMAIE COST.

7.600 feot of lambor, at $30 por thonsand ........ 8228
24,000 shingles, at 84 50 per thousand............ 108
4,140 oubio foet of concrote, at 15 cents per foot ... 631
Nails and hingos ...ovinieiioerieniieniienaaes 20
Windows. ..o iie ittt iire i eens 8
Carponters’ work ......cccieeiieiniiicissencnne 100
Total oSt evevriivennrianieiionncanss $1,083

I have made no estimate of kind of floor to be
used, as lumber and other materials are expen-
sivo. And as D. S. is in the neighbourhood where
stone is plentiful, 2 floor paved with stone will be
ths cheapost and best floor for him to make, and
lie can do the paving himself at spare times, and
the cost will be small. He can also change the
plan as regards width of stalls, passage-ways, ven-
tilation, ete , if necessary, for no person can pos-
sibly know so well what an individual wants as
himself, if he be & reflectiog man."”

HOUSE SLOPS.

An economical farmer says: ¢ This ie what I
do with my slops: I have most of it carried and
thrown on to the stable manure, which is under
cover. This makes the manure in better order
for use in threec months than it otherwise wounld
be in pine monthz I also keep a box or barrel
near the kitchen packed full of the short straw
and dust such as comes from a fanning mill, eto.
Into this barrel or box are thrown small quanti-
ties of wash and dishwater. The water dreins
through, leaving the substance in the straw and
dust. When it is fully charged, I move it away
and supply another box. You will be surprised
to see what a valusble feeder you will acquire
during the year. This substance is generally
thrown on the ground, which finds its way into
the well, is drank, and followed by sickness in the
family.”

We would advise immigrants to this country
to dispose of the most of their effects below, and
bring the cash here. They will find they can suit
themselves better by buying hers, as agricultural
implements and settlers’ effects can be purchased
here at almost the same rates as in Ontario. It
would not be amiss, however, to bring horses and
cattle, and when doing so they should get the best
that is to be had. There is just as much freight
on a poor animal as on a thoroughbred.— Nor'-
West Farmer.

It bas frequently been stated that the farmers
in the North-West do not use manure on the land,
but this is not the case in every instance. While
in many cases it may not be necessary, and even
injurious to tho crops, to manare the land, in
others it may be advisable. Baut in one cass in
Kildonan, a field has yiclded wheat for fifty con-
secntive years withont a particle of manure.
Farmers shounld study their land as a student
would his book, and they will reap s rich reweard.

As the antumn approsches and the long nighte
como on, the farmer, as well as the man of any
other occapation, begins to provide himself with
realing matter. by moans of which he is able {o
pleasantly and profitably spend tho time which,
if squandered, would be of no avail to himself.
There are many things for the parent 1o take into
consideration now, in masking selection of litera-
tare for the winter. Cold westher is a time when
children can contentedly fasten their attention
upon books and papers. Through the hot days
of summer there is a greater tendency to play,
while through the loug, cold winter, mind is more
active, retontive, and cager for knowledge. Such
books and papers as will best educate are the
ones that should be selocted. This thing should
bo looked into, as it is & great and grave crror to
neglect to provide that which will act s food for
the mind at a timo whon that mind is the most
hungry for such food, and mnst be thas fed or
suffer = great and lasting loss theroby.—Xor-

| West Farmsr,



