jury 24th, 1895.]

police from desecrating the Sabbath Day in the
city parks as stump orators, judged by the spirit
shown. It is better, perhaps, that opinions should
be aired than cherished silently when they are
poisonous.

One honest fellow says :—

«1 am a working man, and as a rule sleep an hour or two longer

than on ordinary days, Once up 1 usually help prepare breakiast
and put things to right, so as to gain a little more Sunday rest to
these upon whom thie houschold dutjes usually fall.”
Were we a Methodist we would say: * Give us
your hand, brother ! That's right”; for he tells us
afterward that he goes to church. A man of so
much sweet reasonableness might be expected to
keep the Sabbath Day holy We confess to a
strong fellow-feeling when the same writer says
further :—

For (e man who wutks all the week, and vo Sunday attends y
oJduck class or prayer meeting, 10 30 preaching setvice, 2 30
Sunday School, 6:30 Christian Endeavor yand 730
preaching, we have sincere sympathy and consider hun as
much * vut of whack  wih hes duiy aad just as was cful of lus wital
energies as is the man whe, working hatd all the weck, devutes
Sunday to merc pleasure. ’

This was the case of a me:chanic, who isup
betimes every work-day and who, therefore, is not
astir so carly on Sunday morning. In our opinion
his hour or two longer in bed than usual is in
itself, for him, part of the keepingof the day holy, for
by this seeming indulgence he recuperates both vital
and mental energy necessarily, and fits himself
for the discharge and enjoyment of the religious
duties of the day.

Alongside of this we will consider the case of
a mother of a family who, evidently, has more
leisure than our friend the mechanic. She is up
rather earlier on Sunday mornings than on other
days, not being driven by necessity on week days
as he is A chapter from the Rible with prayer
for a blessing upon the day, marks the day’s be-
ginning. We will venture to say that her minister
and the congregation, and the great congregation,
and the sinner are not forgotten in that prayer
What a holy Sabbath will it be for her ' and how
much holier a Sabbath will it be to many becausc
of her. It nceds not to be recorded that, in that
family, the day that began with prayer and the
Ward of God. ends with prayer. let us give her
experience in her own words --—

“ We have brought up a tamily of sons and daughters thus to
spend the Lord's Day because we beheve the Bible, We believe
Lod meant une day 1n seven to be a holy day, a day ot rest, of wor-
ship (v Himself, to Lung His creatures near to Himselfl, We have
fuend ot a day ufaesi, ol deligh., ol help fur the week days of il
and care ™
She is a grandmother now. Strange would it be
if the children of sen: and Jaughters did not
“ honor father and mothern,” and “ remember the
Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” Su does Loliness of
Iife tend to holiness ; and so does the honor and
success of a nation become enwrapped with the
strict and honorable ubservance of Gud's onc day
in seven.

It struck one at first as something new when a
thoughtful writer in defence of the Sabbath day
«p-ke of “ higher duties” than attendance upon
the public worship of the Church. But we are of
the same mind, that it 15> possible for conditions to
arise in which a higher fcrm of Sabbath keeping is
prssible  “Looking after and  assisting the sick,”

a«s the form of higher duty instanced, and we were
reminded of Yan Maclaren’s Ilighland doctor.  But
one would neced to be * far ben” in spiritual life
to appreciate with nicety the conditions contem
(lated. Pastors are apt to suspect indifference if
absence from public worship is a fregquent thing.

Space fails us in an attempt to show in how
many ways the holy Sabbath Day is an uplift to
cpiritual life in the individual, the family and the
zunmonwealth. On the Sabbath Day the hard-
picssed busy man reviews acyuaintance with his
family, dismissing from his mind, likea sea bather,
every dist:essing thought and worldly care, men
ar. ] wumen meci God where He has promised spe-
dially to be. New impulse is given to life, and
better things follow.

The General Assembly, recently in  Session,
f ndthat oreof the chief disposing causes of
Zatbath-breaking among us is over-work during
the six days. It is not without reason therefore
that one critic says: * A Saturday half holiday
wr11d do more to fill cur empty churches, and in-
duce healthful Sabbath rest among the people, than
tun ever be accomplished by pulpit fulmination
against Sabbatn desecration, or pleadiags for the
sanctity of the day.” Happily we are not much
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distressed by empty churches in Canada, but we
know envugh about them to appreciate the logic of
this critic.

After all is said pro and cen upon the subject
ol the Sabbath Day, it remains cnly to be reaffirm-
ed that theday -+ t be religiously kept as a matter
of principle if it i tobe well and profitably kept
and kept always.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN THE
COMMON SCHOUL.

IN dealing with this subject in two preceding

issues we have referred to some principles
which must determine the amount and kind of
religious instruction, so far as that can be impart-
ed in the common school; and also to some
practical difficulties which the subject presents, such
that many, on account of them, demand that the
public school should be entirely secularised, and
every attempt  at religious instruction of any kind
bc abandoned as an impossibility in a national
system of education. We have not yet arrived at
that stage, and we hope it may never come, when
this last alternative must be accepted and carried
into practice.

There remains to be noticed another considera-
tion of a practical kind which is most vital to the
whole qucstion. Itmay be called the personal
dement, and 15 found in the character of the teach-
er. This, it will at once be scen, is of first import-
ance. It m..es but little difference how much or
how little religious instruction in the school the
regulations of the Education Department may call
for, or the time or manner or means by which it is
imparted, if the teacher who is to impart it have
no sympathy with it, s indifferent aboutit, has
little rcligious knowledgehimselt, and is one whose
spirit and character are but little if at all influenced
by rehgion. Hence this personal element is all
important, it is most practical, and is to a certain
extent within the power of school trustees to deal
with and bring to bear atonce. There is nothing
about which, for the sake of the youth committed
in so far to their care, trustees require to be more
careful, we would even say so careful, as that of
the character, morally and religiously, of the teach-
ers whom they employ, and to whom they entrust
the formation of the character of the children. For
character is by far the most vital part of any child
or man.

On the other hand it inatters hittle what may be
the technical amount of religious instruction re-
quired t be imparted in the school, or by what
means this work is to be done, if the teacher's < wn
character and spirit are sound and night reigious-
ly. Not only will the portions of Scripture to be
read, or other 1eligious exercises to be engaged in,
be a wholly differgnt thing in the hands of the one
tcacher and the other in tacir cffect upon the
character of the youth under their care, but the
teacher whose own spirit and character have been
formed and are dominated by sound religious prin-
ciples will, whatever be the religious exercises, or
even should there be noune atail prescribed, be im-
parting religious instruction in various ways, plant-
ing in the minds of the young sound principies of
life, and forming right character. Nothing can pre-
vent the teacher, pussessing the average amouat of
com.noa sense, who has religious convictions, whose
own character rests upon a solid religious basis, from
influencing his pupils aright and powerfully , and
no ainount of religicus cxercises in the school will
have a hike effect upon the scholars in the hands ot
a man whose own spirit, life and conduct are a daily
violation or ignoring of the so-called religivus
excrcises prescribed by law. In fact they cease to
Le religious in their characterin any proper sense,
and, in the case of such ao one as we have just re-
ferred to, may have the effect upon the young of
weakening their regard and respect for religion or
altogether their faith in it, unless this evil intfluence
is neutralized by the sight of something better,
something true and consistent either in their own
home, or somewhere or in some one else, Herethen
in thi> most important matter, and in so far as it
affects the youth of theland while at the common
school, is a simplc, practical, all-important consider-
tion which it is in the powerof all school trustees
to note and regulate their conduct by , one which
is of more importance than any legally prescribed
religiousexercises, for it is uponthis element of the
personal character of the tcacher upon which their
whole value for good depends,
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Books and Magazines.

THE ESTRANGEMENT OF YOUNG PEOPLE FROM
CHRISTIANITY. Traaslated from the French of
Eugene Bersier, by J. E., Rankin, D.D, LLD.,
President of Howard University, Washington, D.C,
New York, London, and Toronto : Funk and Wag-
nalls Co.

When we opened this dainty little volume and saw that
it was written by Rev. Eugene Bersier, the emineat French
preacher, we felt that it contained something well worthy of
perusal, But the title of the book struck us as somewhat
peculiar, and we caonot but feel that the author was unfort-
unate in its selection. It implies that the young people
are estranged from Christianity ; and while it is sadly true
tha! to many Chbrist isbut a root out of a dry ground, and
Ilis Gospel an upattractive thing, yet the reports from
Baptist Youog Peoples’ Unions, Epworth Leagues, Boys’
Brigades, King's Daughters and Christian Eundeavor So-
cieties all indicate that the heart of many million young
people are truly loyal to Christ. Our first thought on look-
ing at the titlc was: Here Is a book which will show min-
isters and other Christian workers how to deal with those
who are driftiog away from Christianity. A study of the
little volume showed that we were quite mistaken, and yet
we cancot say we were disappointed. The work, instead of
showing how to deal with the youog, is a very direct and
helpful address to the young people themselves. For this
reason we gladly call attention to it, because we believe
that if intelligent youths and maidens read this book, it
must tend to keep them along the **old paths where is the
good way.” The author shows how natural it is for them
to think, to reason, and to question truths which are gener-
ally accepted. He calls attention to the saving of Bacon :
¢ A little philosopby destroys religion ; much restores it.”
And then he proceeds to show how true the expression is.
He does not profess to deal with the objections to Chris-
tianity, but he points out with a master hand and
with a tender sympathy how the young may be led
astray by a proud will, by an unscientific process of reason-
ing, by perverted views of life, by partial and imperfect con-
ceptions of Christianity, and by an unwillingaess to curb
fleshly passions.

The first of Anthony Hope's new series of Zenda stories,
in McClure's Magazine for August, reciting a heroic love
passage oetween the beautiful Princess Osra and brave
Stephen the Smith, is most charming. The uvew Jungle
story by Kipliog is also notable. Only one or two of the
previous Jupngle stories approach 1t in strength and inge-
nuity. Inthe same number are storles by Staunley J. Weyman
aund Bret Harte, as also a very interesting account of Bishop
Vincent and his work in founding and developing
the Chautauqua Assembly. Numerous portraits and other
pictures accompany the paper. The life of the circus per-
former as it shows itself behind the scenes, is the subject of
an illustrated article by Cleveland Moffett. Moltke's man-
ner of carrying on war is described by the English war cor-
respondent, Archibald Forbes. The romantic story of the
~obbiog of the Northampton (Mass.) Bank of upwards of a
tallion dollars 1n money and secunties, and of the long pur-
suit and ultimate conviction of the robbers, is related trom
the records of the Pinkerton detective bureau. (S. S. Mc-
Clure, Limited, 30 Lafayette Place, New York.]

Godey's Maguzine for August 1s an 1ssue of beauty and
interest in every page. Among the dozen illustrated articles
and stories are “ The Princess Zora,” by Dr. S. M. Miller,
who has collected some inte *sely interesting facts about an
Epgyptian who is hardly meutioned i= history ; * Virginia
Beauties,' adorned with portraits of some of the most fam-
ous of the beautiful women of the Oid Dominion , ** Cupid’s
Ways in Many Climes;” “A Cruise on a House-boat,”
which gives valuable hints for a jolly gocd summer trip at
small expense; aud the true and laughable stary ot the
Cardift Giant Hoax, by Albert L. Parkes, the manager of
this giganuic frand  The ficuon, poetry, and fashions all go
to make up a very attractive namber of this popuiar ten-
cent magazine, [The Godey Company, 5: 54 Lafayette
Place, New York.]

The August number of Frank Leshe's Popular Monthly
appears in @ handsome new cover,of appropnate arusuc
design, which will be permanently retained. This new cover
is embellished with a portrait ofthe late Frank Leslie, fovad-
er of the magazine, and the father of illustrated periodical
literature in America. The present aumber of this long es-
tablished magazine presents an unprecedented display of
over a hundred charming pictures, including a fall-page
plate in colors. Thase pictures illustrate more than a score
of articles, stories and poems 3all of a timely and seasonable
nature, coptributed by some of the favorite writers of the day.

The following fully illustrated articles are the special
features of Harper's Magasine for July :  * Some Imagina-
tive Types in American Art,” * Inthe Garden of China,”
¢ The Germaun Struggle for Liberty,” the first of a series in
this very interesting subject by Fouliney Bigelow ; - Bea'g
Chasiog 0 the Rocky Mountams,” ‘ Americans 10 Paus,
*“The University of Penosylvania.” Owen Wister's story
“ Where Charity Begias ;”  Annie Tousey’s Little Game,”
¢ Risamonds Romance," * The Horoscope of Two Por-
trauts,” ** Personal Recollections of Joan of Arc” and
« Hearts losurgent [Barpers Brotheis, New York.]

Earlp in the fall a new juvenile magazine, of a bright,
wholesome character, fully illustrated, will be made of
Frank ILeslie's Pleasant Hours for Boys and Girls, at 10
cents a copy and $1 per annum.
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