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Ctbotce ZiLterature.
CLOUDS AT SUNSET.

James T. Shotweil, in The Week.

Adown the western sky on crimson'd tide
The sun-god slowly sinks and floats and falis
Toward that great city, on whose far-off waila

The senâtinels of day are faint descried,
By Suniset's gieaming portais, open'd wide

To gi1ve hirn entrance ; there stili Echo cails
With waiiing music thro' funereal halls,

Mouriling a monarch fall'n in his pride.

Silent frorn East, where once victorious rose
The day-beams seeking refuge in the West,
The legion of the night, in blackness dress'd,

Hurla the dark javeline on its fieeing foes,
And o'er the blood-red plumes of Even's crest

The ionely palt of death and silence throws,
Strathroy, Ont.

HIRAM OSIIORNES NEARER DUTY.

Anna D. Walker in The Christian at Work.

Hiraim Osborne lived in the pretty tariv-
ing country town of Glenf leld.

Mr. Osborne kept a genuine country
store and deait ln ail sorts o! wNares as we
uight Say.

And the man prospered year by year,
owned hie ewn house, a bandsome rest-
dence with garden attaclied, had an amni-
able wi«e and two proniiising chidren, a
son of filteen years and a fair daughtÀer
two years younger.1

Hiramn Osborne haad a brother living
about tu n itIes from 1dlm, a very poor but
worthynmain, who whude lhe w"s as deserv-
lmg as Hiramn was not as energetic and
thiving lu business.

Martin Osborne owned a farm with
that unnortunate attachaient a mortgage,
which attachumient ever threateued to eat
the heart out of the property, and dld eat
a large share of the crops, as poor Farier
Osbiorne often reaiized.

The farmhlo'uoe held six children, al
healtby and strong, and able Vo consume
food and wear out clothes equal to the
best. and then thie iittle wife was broken
in heanlth and rather inefficient in man-
agement. What more wae needed to make
Martir Osborne acquainted wlth poverty?

Vice oniy; but a4s we have said befere,
Martin w-as a strauger te that mnost fruit-
fui source o! poverty.

The fari was the old bomne6tead o! the
family, and when affaire were settled alter
the father's death Martin took the farm
and mortgaged It Vo pay Vo hie brothers
the share wliich felI Vo thein.

Hiraîn was a coneientioue man, and
religieusly gave a tenth ef lis income to
the echarch and Vo the peor, but lie did
flot widen ont ies charities fartlher. Whien
lie b.a-d given a tenth lie feit that In that
Ue is duty w-as doue, and strange to say
leisqeldom ever tried Vo as8st his poorer
brother. Hie feit that his consecrated
money, as hie deemed the tithes, was ,oo
t3acred Vo be used for lis own kindred, and
aise fet himelf too poor Vo give beyond
that anieunt, and so Martin struggied
aloumg Olten ueedy wliere ]lis brotlier cotild
have assisted hlm.

For Instance, one day whien Martin was
standing In ies brother's store a neigli-
bouring poor wonn came i and made a
few purchasee, and then i answer Vo lu-
quirlet froin Hirain, said that lier two

I alwayk; deduet soxmething frein prieff for
-yen."

Hirami feit a littIe twinge of conscience

ils he iooked at his brether's careworn
face. but quickly diiissed Vhe matter f roml
is mid, and the saine evening took to
is daughter a beautiful pair of ties. Hie

feIt pleasure lu hie act of benevoience,
and went on hie way forgeti ofethVe duty
thiat lay nearer by.

Mrs. Osborne, Vhe mother of thetie two
insu. Jiad tramVh th e eTofti4e death of
lier hueband resided with a sieter wbo
neodeil lier companbonsip, but suddeniy
death camne Vo Vhe sister, and the mother
w~as left almost wholly-dependeutt upon ber
Chldren.

.According te the tather'e wili a lite
right in the farm and a home there be-
ionge<2 VotVide goed mother, but Martin
wa.4 poor and hie brotiber wae prosperous.
Whiat should be doue?

Besides Martin and Hiramn here wae a
third brother, a youuîger one, but hie was
f ar aweay, noue of tie tam;îly knew where,
therefore nothing waa expected frein hum.

Huirai coolly said "He could flot take
lit iother, ber home was naturally wth
lier eldest son and In Vhe lhomestead."1

Martim on the other hand sald
" 'Hia.m caun make mother ceinfortabie,

but she le welcoime Vo come Vo ber place
lu the old honmetead juut as soon as she
le ready Vo coins."

AgamR Hiram feit soins Vwinges frein
conscience, but reusened theni away once
more; hie thrust fron i i the duty near
by, and did that whichi was farther away.

The mother came te, the farmn and was
met by ber eidest son wt; hs exciamatiou
* Motler yen are weclome bers."1

The littie wife waé as warmi In ber wel-
come, and the werld inoved on as before.

It wae early Stimmer wbeu Mother
Osborne came te Vhe tarin, and lu that
beautitul and busy seaisen It was soon dis-
covered that Vhe uewcoiner was a valuable
acquisition to the faiily, lier pale and
wrihLkled bande were everywbere udeful,
lier travel worn test kept pace wltb thoe
muci youuger, whiie ber cbeerfuiness and
wisdom were lnspiriug to eue and ail.

And yet that same Su.mier was a try-
mIg s3eaeon te, Fariner Oeborue and family,
for a drougît long and pretracted telI
upon the ever thlIrsty earth and lasted
until the petaVo vines witblered lu unfruit-
fuinet3s, the cern hield up long green arme
in entreaty for rain, the pasture grew sere
and brown, other creps were blast-ed, and
the sun wltb great red eyes corcbed man
and beast witl bis flery glauces, and neyer
seeined A eary ef shilng.

Right lu the iidst et thîs trouble dear
littie baby Osboffne isickened anud dIed;
there had been six babies beru te Vhs
parents, as we have saki, bealtby, wel
children, and they lad ail been welcoymnd,
but now a new kind of guest came. O bow
unwelcome! TIers was a littis white cas-
ket, a baby face and forilu suowy white-
ness, laid withiu It, a iuerai, a buriai,
ind loeey aching learts that 111 could
Lear the mi4sing o! baby, and yet again
thet werld imeved ou us before.

Martin Osborne was greatly troubied
over Vhe lest creps. O how uuel a pro-
tractied suzaumer drougt ineane Vo Vhe far-
iner. oî anxiety maid trouble.

Martin wiVl diemay tbe'ught of hie lu-
terest mouey whlcl in OC'teber mnust be
Pa id.

"How ceuid le raiee IV? No une o! going
te IIiram for aid," tbeugfrlt le, lea n

It may dnty te ussls't lin."l
Yet Hlrain was uueasy, le kne w le

enghttVo reacb eut a hedptug haud to ls

brother, but ho did net want te recognize
that duty.

Martin wu4s a mian ot prayer and le
besougît tVie Lord for hlp, anid wlen
October was aluiteit at baud le went te
Hiramn and tianidly usked hum Vo lban hilm
the amount VbaV muet be lad te meet the
demande o! Vhe mortgage.

"I canuet leud lt Vo you, Martin," w-as
the answer. **îL nave just been obliged te
make arrangements tu bave my loue re-
paIreO and painted, and that will titke my
beose imonsy. I ain serry fer yeu, eld
bey, hurt ean't de IV,hIndeed I can'Vt."

Martin tnurued away, and us le did se
hi*; brother nbticed the ha.gard expression
of hWi countenance, but inurmured

"Ne, ne, I canuet do kt; If1 Iceimenced
te help Martin he willl depeud upon ie
more ami more. lt's Vhe case with sncb
peopie."

This did net quiet Hirai Osborue'.s
conscience, it wonid net le quieted, and
yet the man argued agalinst Its reproacles
and suggestions and Vried te shun dut.y.

The Sabbatm came juet after Marbin'
lad asked le brother's assistance, and
Hiram as ueual w-euttVo dhurcb. Ho'w
etten God bas a wessage for us lu dhurcI.

The text edthVe d1scourseVo which
Hiram listetued upon that September Sab-
bath w-as the lust clause ef the sevsnth
verso of the fifty-elihtb chapter of Isaiah,
"If ide net thysel! frein thIne own tiesh."1
tJpo.u the previou#3 Sabbath the pastor haîl
preached frein the foregoing clauses o! the
verse. and uow lu a series o! sermons lad
come Vo sPeak e! our duty to our owri
kindred, and Hiramn Osborne sat spellbouud
as3 le heard hie3 duty Vo lisi brotler de-
clare<i. The cellsc.tion ba3ket came around'
and the sin w1ieh our geed friend laid
lu 1V w"e a liberal oes, for VIe cause was
one o! thbe best, even Foreign Missions, but
hr did net quiet conscience, thengl

Hiram boped VIat 1V would do se.
The remainder efthVe Sabbath was

spent lu the iusuccesstul fight, and after
a distrestul nigît iHiram Osborne hnrried
away te hies brether's farin, sayiug te li@
wife ashlele! Vhoins.

'II muet go and lelp Martin, for tlere
IF; ne rest fer me titi I de seo."

Along Vhs way Hirami queried te huîn-
self as te bow nrucl assistance lie shanld
render.

"Cancel Vhsemortgage which threatens
te gwallow thse ld homestead, and which
brlnges new wrinkles every day Vo poor
Martin'@ face," crlsd conscience, "Vthat's
yonr dutly-do lkt?"

"I won'C" crIed Hiramn, "see myseif giv-
ing back te Martin ail my ehare o! the
farm.'I guese net; it'snet duty. One ow'es
sornuething te self and te wile and chl-
dreta."

"Your wlfe and chidreu are landsornely
provlided for, and wiii hose nothing !rein
your benevolenice," aaswered that faitîful
înieiter.

'II wl lend Martin eno'ugh Vo pay lie
ysear'8 lutereet, and that la ail 1 w-l do
In thal, direction; VIle le net conscience,
it's a etreak o! nerveuéuese that las taken
hold of me. Ridiculons idea, truly. Pay
ail that mortgage off, ehî? No! ne! Indesd
I wlil net!" and Hirain whipped up his
herse and tried te ferget the baruesng
sut'ject.

Arri^vlig ut the tarin he clusped bis
careworn brother ln lie aruns, askted lus

Io borne, but perbape It Io better te go;
fer poor Martin le burdened witl debt and
other cares tViat le las enougli te bear
w1thout me te look alter."

4It's no burdeu to k-eep yen, ,notbier
dlear«!" crisd Martin as the tears filusd his
eyeii. "Neyer Viamkse."1

Alter furtber discus;sion it was coui-
cludeC, te isave Vue mother, wbere she
w as.

"Buit," sai Hiramn, 4I wili attend tà
expeuises, and see that niother does nfl
w ant, and tiat Martin receives weekiY
wliat I cent3ider as My elare e! taking cars
of our dear remaining parent. Let 11À5
take Mlidrsd iuetead, If ber mother cal]
spare lier, and wNe will give lier the ad-
vantage et Glenfield Academny along wlVh-
our own dauiglter."

It w-as giadly agreed that Mildred,
Vhe eldest daughter at the tari, sîould
accompany lier uncle home, and alter .the
carniage w-as emptied o! Its load o! pro,
vîein whicl Hiran i lad brouguit from the
store. they w-ere ready te start.

Unele ami niece rode away leaviiig
good cheer be*hitad themi, onîy for- the great
problein unsolvedI regarding Vhe interest
nio'ey.

'Lt w-as strauige," thougît Martint
"that brother didu't offer aid in that di-
reeticn; and now w-bat can 1 do? Thsr&5s
wbere ths need le imperative, and lirait'
did net even mention i."

Why, ask ouir readers, did net iliranl
Osborne beip Martin« witl bhis luterest
money?

Ali. juist because cobecieuce was se busY
wlitl hlm, and bie vas so det'emmined tO)
fight against ILtlat bie left t he tarin with-
ont îuentioning that most Inmportanit
3miî:tter.

Canelt the mertgage," cried conscience.
"No;:' s lilram. "I hiae bî.ougiit

the iony te blan Martin, enougl Vto paY
the year s intereiet, and I Vlink 1 arn verY
kiud Vo do it."

"Kind," ecboed conscience. 4LQok -t
your brother's careworu face, and canCel
the mertgage."

"l wo't*: 1 won't! 1 wen't!" and lirait'
set dowin lis foot lard by way ofet n'
phasie3, and rode hoîaeward, leaving Mai'-
ini aiw-e have seeu, psrplexed VIereabout.

Two days w-sut by and Hiram teugîit
lu'stily, but thanks be Vo Vhs Lord, cen-
science conqnered, and Vhs mertgage was
caïnceiled, aud Hiramn, w-lolly snbdued,
rode te the% tarin once more, and as lie
iîruisi the paper into hie brothers baud
cr.ied

-"Take It, take it quickly! it's your
ow'n uow," and then VIe mighty feeling
Hiranm Osborne burst luto tsars an(I sob-
bed likè, a child.

When ut lengVl lhe conild speak, lie cxc-
piained matters, and Vold his brother that
unies e hogrew wealtly ie need never
Vhink o! returuing the meney, "and,"
continued be, "I w-Ul still'try Vo le chari-
table te Vhe edurcli and the poor, but
hereafter wi,1i endeavour te remember mnY
ewn kindred, my 0w-n flesbh," and spring-
ing luto bis own carniage me abrnptly rode
away te bide hie emetïens, and te escape
frein hier brother's efforts at thanke, vhielh
were painfiil te hlm.1

Anîd uow a change carne te Vhs fariner
ani tamiuly, gradnally proeperity tîowed
In te their dwehling, and iV was always
thought that Vhs blessing w-as intended
froin the day tlat Marýigi 80 warml1Y
weicomed lie mother.

geueresity, and w-lji caîl you Vhes beet
feliow lu the world If yen will enly mAlce
ai.fool o! yoursei! for thelr gratificatiOde
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