
andj t,,k great pains to keep the iubject
Prom*lnentîy before bis congregations and
tO have a thorougb canvass made for mis-
SiOnary funds, at a perlod wben many
1lrger and stronger congregations were
d1oing littie or notbing In these directions.
lie served the churcb for sonme years to-
Warush the close of lils active ministry on
the F'oreign Mission Committee.

Wl!th bis neighbors of ail denominations
P[rotestant and Roman Catholie alike, Dr.
eraser stoo)d weii. It could not be other-

Wisge; for be vas a man of peace and o!
bro(adl charlty. When he left Bond Head
t( reelde ln Barrie, tbe community as a
W hole, irrespecti ve of denomination, unitLed
ln at Public expression of affection an<l es-
teenm

111 11% various Public capacities outside
the 'Work of the Church, Dr. Fraser was
111911Y regarded for bis diligent and faltb-
fui ducharge o! duty, and bis tborougb
econsclieaîioueness. 1He was known, too,

as8, ifan of wide and accurate informa-
t'on-* But It was only ln fthe inner circle
o! 1his faniiiy and intimate friends that lis
keen sense o! humor and bis love of good
l]iioWïîh!P were aiiowed free scope. lie

Wase a deliglutful companion, abouadlng in
anecdote and reminiscence, and the hap-
""Leehlours of his later years were whau
hik' children or oid friende or neigbhours
eCaue to visit hlm ln hie quiet home la Bar-
riei

To tbeme also lan bis later days he open-
ed 11i@ heart, as be bad not done before,in
]referenIce to the deepest and most 8acred
tbIngs 0f. Christian experience. His trust
hild always been strong, but now the ex-

Peo f that trust and hope became
l*uitand joyous. Within tbc last few

rauothS lie had committed 10 memory the
41niy" My faitb looks up 10 Thee, Thou

ib of Caivary," and it w-as almost eon-
stantiY on hie lips, as lie saw the end evi-
deiultî3' au band. Christ Jesus, cracified,

rleeuthroned, the great and present
%avjouî. for sinners, wvas the sum of lis
îIieOlogy and the uppermost thougbt In

i Inmd; and la the faitlu and hope o! Him
depated

tDr. Fraser was thrlce married; In 1834
)4Miss Jane Geddle, of Picton,' Nova8 <-tia, la 1844 to Miss Nancy McCurdy,

of On8low, Nova Scotia, and la 1866 to
U'3&Maria James Nicholas, o! Cuyahoga

palis,
Ohio Onedaugliter predcceased

mu are Mr. E. E. Fraser, teacher,
1ýlelburne, Mr. J. D. Fraser, J.111., farmer,
\cwton Robîneon, Mrs. G. H. Robinson,
oronto- Rev. J.B. Fraser, M.A., Annan,

kiev. R. D. Fraser,- M.A., Bovii'M4nvlle,
M84 Fraser, Barrie, Professor W. H.

PrsrUniversity o! Toronto, Professor
l. LFraser , University o! Montana,

an< i Mis5 Emma Fraser, under graduate o!
the UjIiversity of Toronto.

(Ibrsttai Enbcavor.
TOPIC 0F WERI<

Rk.W. S. M'TAVISH, B.D., ST. GEOR.GE'

7;J . -God's Covenant. if thou wilt, then.- Zecb.
Joh - 7-8.

tWbat IS a covenant ? Webster eays
tat thle Mord as used la tbeoiogy expres-

se" tlepronises o! God as revealed la tbe

"el", based.. b le to be observcd bbat thie
,orat hic e-h imcnbioned lanZecharlah

was made wibh Joshua, but as lie was me-
garded as the representative o! the
Cbnrcb, the compact wvas reaiiy made
swith ail God's people, and so It snggeste
the thougbb that God le wiiiing to make
a sîmilar compact witb every true bellev-
erf.

1. The terme o! the covenant.-Josbua
was to waik la tbc ways o! the Lordý
Tils implie that hie wiil w-as 10 be ln bar-
mony wlth God's w-lu, for two cannot
walk together unless tbey be agreed'.
(Amos 38: 3( ) lb implie6 also that hie vas

10 be obedient 10 tue divine law. He ivas
to love God and keep HIsecommanduient6
-coi(mmandments which are not gricvoudH
(j Johin, 5 : W3) A willingness to obey the
divine law le the great test o! our disci-
plesbip. We necd flot wonder that Luth-
er sbouid bave said that lie would rather
obey than work 'miracles. Christ le be-
cogne the author o! eternai saivation to
bluen that obey Himt Tbe Holy Spirit le
given 1.0 thenu tlat obey God - (Acte.5 :
32; Heb. 5: 9.) if the pupil le told t ostudy
study listory but cbooses to write Instead,
the excellence o! bi8 writlng will not mier-
It thue approvai o! the teacher. Obed-
lence ! obedience!1 bow lb is lnsisted upon!1
Samuel said 10 Saul, " Habh the Lord as
great pleasurie ln burat offeringe and sac-
rifices as la obeylng the voice o! the Lord?
Bebold, to obey le better than sacrifice 1 "
(1 Sam- 15 :22.) Jesus sald, IlWhy cali ye
Me Lord, Lord, andi do not the Ilings that
1 say V" And again, I Not every one that
saiblu unto Me, Lord, Lord, shiah enter in-
10 the klngdom o! heaven, but hie that do-
eth the wil of ny Father which le in bea-
yen."

A second condition was that Joshua
was 10 keep God's charge.. He was to be
faithfuila the discluarge o! the duties per-
balnlng 10 the prieethood>. 1He w'as not,
like Nadab and Abibu, to offer etrange
f ire upon tbe altar, Lev. 10 : 1. Nether
wae lie, Ilke Hophai and Phineas, to So

act that wvorsbippers would despise the
service o! God, (I.Sain. 2 : 17.) But lie
was to be carneet and conscientione la bhe
disebarge o! tbc duties devolving upon hlm
in bis bigh position. This suggeets to us
thar, we are bo be faitiufuila doing our
work-faitbful 10 w-hatever trust is com-
initted 10 us.. We can eaeb sing, "A
charge 10 keep I have."

2. The promises-Josbua was as-
sured that If lhe were faltbful and obedient
lie wouid be contlaued in lis office and
that lie would have a certain measure o!
sucees lnInL Doubtlees lie regarded lb as
a great favour that luis naine wouid la
future be associated wvitl u scb namnes as
Aaron, Ablathar, Eleazar and Zadok.
Shoului not we feel iuonored tbat wve are
called 10 be co-workers wIth God ? Some,
bowe,%cm, iightiy esteeuu Iis bonor. rrbey
wouid prefer to have a seat ln a mnuni-
cipal council to any off ice iln bbc Churclu..
Not s0 thought Moses. He refused 10 be
calied bbe son o! Pbaraob's daugbter.
Not so b.iougbtthebcPealm ist, H1e w-as
wiiling 10 be a door-keeper in bbc temple
o! Godi. Not s0 thougbt Ncbemiab. 1He
gave up a lucrative and bonourabie pos-
ition that hie mlght cast In bis lob w-itb
God's peopIeý Paul, as bthe apostie 10 bbc
Gentiies, magniflcd bis office. How sad
Peter would bave fclt bad bie not been me-
stored after lue bad denled bis Master!

lowohip wlth thc Fatiier and wlth bis
Son, Jesusi Chrit ? Tiiese words apparent-

iy suggeeb aloo that Joshua wouid walk
aimong the angeis as bis attendans..
What an lionour I But le l not truc Ibat
bbc angele wait upon us now ? They are
mlnisbcring spirits sent forth to zninister
10 tbem w-ho are heirs o! saivation.. We
can say as Generai Gordon once did, "lThe
hosth arc witlu xe-kfahanalinu.'1

THE AGED POOl?.

There are lcw more pathetie sigbts la'
a world wbicb le full o! pibiabie specta-
cles bluan that o! bbc agcd man who bas
been de!eated la bbc batie o!Ilife and fInds
limsecf, as bhc days o! beiplessness draw
acar, casb upon bbc tender mercles of a
worid la wbieb lue lias fouad more o! cru-
lty-tbe cruelty of tbougbbiess s3el Ishuess

and ndifference-than of sympabby or
gencroslty. Even la thîs westcrn land,
wbcre iùdustry for tbc mosb part goes
baad la band wibb opportuniby, wc mcet
witb sncb cases aimosb daily. No keen ob-
server can fail bo recognize bbc symptoms
o! conscions defeat la bhe bowed shoulders,
bbc downcast, weary look, bbc purposelese
sbep, wbetber bbc figure be ciad in bbc
rouglu garînents of bbc labourer wbose
wboieIlife bas been one long struggle bo
keep bbc wolf from bbce door, or la bbc
sbabbily genteel garb o! hlm whb as
bad higber ambitions and seen, lb may be,
"better days,"1 and wbo now realizes per-
lîaps even more kcenly than bbc other that
bbe game le np, and that bis remaining
days, be bbey few or many, are to be spent
la bumiliabing, posslbly disbressful waat.
And If sncb Instances be al boo numerous
mn Ibis land o! room and pienby bow muet
tbcy abound amidstthbbcrcowded popula-
tions o! bbc old world?7 Surciy lb le time
our Christian cîvilizabion dld more than
lb bas bitherbo accQmplishcd 10 make sncb
things rare, If not Impossible.

For some lime past epecial attention
bas been dIrecbed bo bbc question o! the
condition o! bbc aged poor la Engiand,
and b bbce neceesiby o! maklng some bet'
ber provision for tbemn than the present
poorboulse sysbem affords. Reccntly Mr.
Arthur Acland and Mm. Chare Booth have
beca engaged la colecting facto and sta-
biste bearlng upon bbc problem. Tbey
bave pubIished a Preiimlnamy Report
:wbicb le sald bo be full o! facte wblcb arE
o! bbc mosb ntereeblng and Instructive
kind, bearing on bbc pmoblemn, and wbich
at bbc samie bime show bbc need o! a more
careful and scienbiflc study bobb o! the
condition o! this unfortunate clase, and o!
its causes than bas yeb been had. Among
these causes bbc general impression that
there le a constant flow o! bbc young..and
sbrong fmom bbc country districts 10 bbc
towns and cibles la confIrmed by tbis Re
port. And here bbc question suggcoss lb
self wbetber, la coneequence o! the extma-
ordinary sbrengtb ln Canada o! Ibis ben-
dency towards bbc bowns and cities, and
especially bo'vamds Ibose acrose bbc border,
there le not mucb danger that many o! thi'
aged la our own country may be left to
suffer similar bardehips, la dayg bo corne.

Among bbc proposais for bbc solution
o! bbc dIf!lcuiby wbicb arc under coasider-
abion la the Mother Country, that ofesome
!orm o! State provision for old-age pen-
sions le at present abbracting mosb at-
tention. But the objections to any sncb

bbc pasb bas bhc lot o! the agcd poor, or
bbe pour o! any clas, been freer !rom bard-
ship and su!felng than la bbe present, la

IANUARY igh19j

J. R. Craigle was lnducted as minister of
the Ilanover and Hamnpton Presbyterian
congregations. The Rev. Perry, of Ches-
iey, preacbed, Dr. James addressed the
minister and ]Rev. McDuff addressed the
people, After the services the mInisters
andl people were lnvlted to the residence
of Mr. Robt. Pace to partake of a dinner'
provIded for tbem.
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Great Britain and ber dependencies. Leus
attention was paid lu former times to such
matters. The comfort of the masses wam
of e3mali account. That ls probably the
real dIfference. It sbouid be the glory of
the present age that lt wili flot tolerate
sucb mlsery among the masses as haspase-
ed almost without -observation or com-
ment In les@ favoured days.

Nevertheless It seems impossible to
;èist the argunients which go to prove
that State pensions ln any fôrm wouid b.
pauperlsm under a different name ; that
they would tend to the deterloration o!
national character by lesisenlng the spirit
ot independence and self-help ; by taklng
away the strongest Induenentis to thrlft
ln the years of vigour; by puttlng a'pre-
mium instead of a penalty upon lazinese;
by taxlng the Industrious and thrlfty for
the benefit of the drones and loafers.
Nor would It be the leait of Its atten-
dant evils that at would greatiy eniarge
the ephere of offlcialdom, and so add to
the number of those non-producers who
derive their support directiy from the
taxes of their feilow-citlzens.

But to our thinking the strongest, the
crucial objection to any systein of old-age
pensions ls that It would not cure the evll.
At the best It would but aileviate Its con-
sequences. In tact this lo ail It wouid pro-
fess or alm to do. iJnder Its operation the
numerical proportion of the aged poor
would probably increase rather than dlm-
ish. Those who had to depend upon the

weckly dole would be none the less pau-
pers, tbough the stigma of public assis-
tance miglit not burn quite so deepiy as
that of private, or even of poor-rate char-
lty. This, however, though by no means
unimportant, lInflot just the point we set
olit to make. That point le that any sys-
tem of pensions is unsclentfi becausie It
fails to strike at the root of the evil. It
attempts no radical cure. It talse to
search out the prlmary causes of the dis-
eased condition, much les to eradicate
them. Those causes are to be f ound large-
iy, no doubt, la the conditions o! modern
Ilfe wbich resuit In an unfair division o!
the producte of labour. There la some-
tblng wrong at bottom ln the system un-
der wbicb it la possible for a few lndivld-
uais to appropriate millions ont of the
products of the labour ot many workers,
wlîose starvation wages render savlng for
the needs 0of oid age almost and ln many
cases utterly Impossible. Any system,
whether It be co-operation, or profIt-shar-
ing, or'even State-control of Industries,
whlch tends to rcinove this lnetuàilty and
to make it easler for the tbrifty workman
to lay by something weekly for oid age
or a rainy day, tends tn the rigbt direc-
tion, that 0f prevention and cure, ratheir
than of simple counteraction. The ery of
"sfocialism" raised agalnst the pension, or
any other system, wIlllnIn teel! have no
welgbt witb tboughtfui men. It la flot
the name but the thing whlcb le o! Im-
portance. Goveraments are supportèd and
necessary lu these days, not au much to
keep up armies and navies to !igbt foreigu
enemies, as tu proteet the r1gbts and ton-
ter the tmue Interesta 0f good citîzena o!
ail classes, especialiy of those who mont
need sncb care and safe-guardlngr. This


