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A ttc, months ago we found eut liow manv people there
are ithîs Dorninion. Tliete aenu: flîtm.illons utus. Tht
totals were disappointèng ;n many p an rd many people
talked as if nations are great or smnall in proportion te their
nurabers. This is a huge delusiun. Men have te be

u-,ghd as well as counted. ,.otianid bas not as many peo.
pie as Canada by about a miloon, yet bcotiand is ontet
the mes: influential nations on tht face of thte arth. Tht
population of Africa is supposed tu bc about twe hundreci
millions, but tht millions et Afru.a do nu: stemnite have in-
fluence in proportion te their numbers. The population ef
Great Britain would scatceiy bc missedti o f tna, but
China dots net wtiRb as much in the international scates as
John Bu]. There is rie ont tact mort cleaty iustrated titan
that numbers de net mean zweg)t, and yet that s jus: tht
last tact yon cari pound i ie a typical Canadiari er Amerîcan.
Any number of people stemn to think tha: everi tht efficacy
ef prayer depcnds on tht number cf people who pray.
Given a crowd and it was a great prayer.meîîng, thougit
perhaps net ont pettion was offcrcd on scriptural condi-
tiens ; gîveri two or thrce devant men praving urider tht
guidance cf tht Spirit andi tht meeting was a failure.

In a country that bas se many preachers and tcachers it
ought not te bc necessary te, insist on the fundamental truth
that character is more important than numbers, but it is
biglîly necessary. Fer one man in any community ta: yen
hear speaking cf tht intellectual, moral and religious tîfe ai
tht place, you hear twenty speak of its population and busi-
ness facliies. 15 yeur town growng ? mtans always, is t
growing in numbers and weath ? Ought it net to mean
sormetimes, is it growing inellectuaity, niorally or spirtually e
Smith says te Brown . Is Slabtown grewing ? Wbo woiild
ever tbînk that Smith meant te ask if the people cf Slabtown
were becorming mort intelligent or mort moral or more reli-
gieis ? Growing, when applîed te a place in ibis country,
simply means growing n numbers andi wealth. 'cet it is a
tact that a community may grocv rpidly unrd ini numbers and
wealtb, andi rernain centemptîbly small a: tht same tîme. Toc
many Lemmunities in Caiada have growr iîn jus: that way.

.Judged by tht only standards tit obtaîn ameng toc many
people, Sedom, andi Gomorrah wtre prosperous ctîts. Had
.he census been taken an hour before tht ire came down the
politîcians wold have declateti that the plain was in a pros.
perous conditirin. No dcubt the botlers were well satisfied.
Possibly seme cf tht local pliticiaris vre doing a thriving
business by seling ighhouses and bridges on tht Jordan.
When tht ire came down tht aspect cf thîngs changcd some-
what suddenly. Befort. mornig st was reasonabty clear that
wben judged by tht right standard meni have to bc weighd-
not numbered. Tht c--v citizen cf Sodoin wio conld stand
ceighîng go: eut, tilcugh t. --i he had a close catI.

Tht dtffet between a coi,munity admirable in every
respect and one that-well, that niakes yen feel sîck is
mainly in tht peup e. 'cou drive along through a towniship
and everything set nis just rîght. Tht roads are god, tht
bridges are sat, c(àmfortablt bouses and large barns stand
on every farw, gond scooelhouses andi churches meet yen
every feww miles, tht farmers drive goond coriveyarices, their
seus are brigbt, clever fellows andi their daughters charming.
Go ito their bouses andi yen are sure te have a goneti tme.
'Vhen yen leave yen have nether wrinkles ner vacuurm in
your stomach.

Go on a few miles and yen enter a township in which
everythîng stems reversed. The roatis are hati. tht bridges
unsafe, tht fences down, tht buildings ponr, the cattie lean,
everythîng is shabby and everybedy shiftless. Here and
there yeu scie a reaper or a ploîîgh i yng just where tht man
Ieft it wben bc useti it las:. Tht hanses look like fratres for
building bouses on. Tht ptople loek as theugb ihey hati
put on thcîr clothes wth a pitchiork.

Now wbaî mnakes tht difertrice between these îio town-
ships. Mfainly tht différence is in the people. Tht sai is
tht saine, the climate is tht sarne, tht municipal goverriment
is tht samne, but tht people wbo live in cone township are
intelligent, tbrîfty, industrieus and brainy, wilt tht people
cf the other are idie, shitless, brainless and ofien gabby.
Quile frequentiy it wili be tounti that thethtrifty people of
tht atorementioneti township know the Sherter Catechism,
while tht siiless fellews cf the decavirig municipality bce-
long te;the-well, let that pass.

Nriw we cerne te a rital, t.irn, prelty litt. village. Every-
thing is in gondi eider. The sitie-waiks are gondi, te streets
are citan, the bouses look as if they bave just bad a fresh
coat af paint, the school.honse is hantisome and tht greunde
around it beautitul, tht ctiurchts are elegant, tht privat
hanses are snrreurided with trees anti flowers ; everythîng is
"4jusi lovely."

Drive on a few miles and yen corne te another village.
Yen have not trieti tht sidt-walk long unil yen begin te ehik
cf an accident ticket. Tht bogs wallow ini tht sîreets. Tht
caws pastare unpleasantly near tht front doors. Tht aid
school.beust is dingv witbent and i drty within. The
citurches are dîsmat eneugli te make anycrie sad withont
thinking of is sins. Mf.yen put np at tht village tavern yen
are prefoundly :hankfnl tvery. heur yen stay there that yotu
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have 0131Ycrie noie. 11n linoa store and you fioti a number
of Inaiers -itetng oreund tht scovc, beels up îalking about tht
next election or the fast fight

Ncw what maires the difierence between thtse v*,.lages?
Mainlythe différenice in the people.

There is a vast difletrenre in totems Sanie towns have an
inteliient. respectable. pr -gresç*-ve a'r about thera. Thcy
are wei governeti, have gnrid public buildings, gocti schools,
go churchms gnnd îh-e,'ît, gvinri ç%le walks. Tht men wbo
manage pulic atTairs arte.vn,îaiz tite bts' men in the cern
munîtv. The intellertual andt moya! tant of the place ;s
high. The penple are hrighc oand bruiny They believe ;in
their town analne-ver makr apmlng*es fit rot '.ivng some
wbere tIse. lt is easy in 'md tnwns cf a very différent
character Frnm the mnhmeni ynu take your seat at the
station in tht rirketty tbing ralleal a " bus"I until tht moment
ven uet safely bark again, the idea neyer teaves your mind
that the town is a "lnt horst"Ilkinti cf place. Tht dufler-
ence between this andti îwns that il is a pleasure te visit is
mainly tht difli.rcnce in the people. 0f cn.arse business
facilities have snnmeihing in do %with n-aking towns anti vil-
lages progressive or tht reverse, but îîl is equally true that
the people have usually a great detai te do in maktng tût
business facilities.

Culies, tovins villages, tnwnshos, commuanilies of ait' kinds
bave a character just as ctainly as meni have. The charac*
.er of the boys anti girls is largely intlinenced by thetoletof
tht place ini which tbey grcw up.

Now that we kriow how rnany people there are in every
municipality, suppcsing we ail hold a Il'titet catechising,"
as tht oid ministers uscd tri say, andi find out the characier ai
tht cornmunity in which we rlweIll Is tht place hright or
sîupid? Is tht moral tant higli or low? Are tht schoet
bouses dlean andi cemfortable' Are tht schools managed
by deceat men as trustees? What kind ef a Ceuncil have
we? Aie there many ftllows around on tht look on: foi
boedie ? De many cf tht people look upen an election as a
kind of reconti barvest i Are tht local papiers badly printeti
littie sheets tnainly illeti with vile sto)ries anti persanal abuse.
Do the editors give a certain ameunt cf spice evc -y week te
citizens te be useti in vigorousîy blackgnarding each other.
De tht people attend churcli on Sabbath for purposes cf
wership or do tbey mun arcunal every I;unday in starch cf a
showv cf somne kind ? What kinti of conîrnunîty is OtURs,?

A NA I RE SYMJ>IONY

Wv;îh an »-ýe iide juiet b) the powe, ai harmuny, and the deep power of
oy. WC %ce the ines or lire -IK,,dnrttr

Lie is mucli tîD brief teulie spcn: in moralizing as te how
we should live, in order te fully realize tht possible Ilbest *
of 111e, but if, day by day. the ordinary resaurces of nature
ivere brough:ta bear uprin out heatts -with a due recognitien
of thi- Supreme Power that guides tht planets iri their course
andi gives maturity tû the tiniest seed-we shoulti develop
keerier perceptions andi larger capabilities, tu so take iri tht
harmonies that surrounti tht mest:ormman-place anti pro-
saic lives, as te contince immeasurably te our happiness.

Tht (air, fragile blassoins, illuminirig witb soit brilliancy
earth's neutral tants, are but ligbter touches cf .he Infinite
gi-art that uniolds gîeams cf star ry splendeur in tht purple
glaom cf heaven - thtelireat sigbing gentlv 'mid teafy
feliage, swelling te decp-toned antherns as il sweeps over

1paîhless oceans ; the firsi sweet, wild violets, haîf-htdden
'neath thirkly clus:cring leaves ; tht sheen anti shade of
golden fieldis, taintly stirred by light summer winds ; tht
shimmer cf sunllit waves dancing rnerrity te meire cf
mermaiti's sang ; tht charigeful glory of sunset skies, al]
awaken strains that should vibrat in tvtry heart, in perfect
accord wîlh natures swtetest music.

Do we mo e l tht influences cf early spring, steal upon
our stases wiîh restful calin or quickening iterest, as we
watch the wiliows yeiiewing fer tht greenirig;j urry caîkins
tasselling naketi bougis ; swelling buts unioidtng ; tiny
blades cf grass îhîckening te velvety carpet, dotieti waîh stars
cf living gelti as shining dandelions appeari pale green
leaves trembling as fiîful zephyrs pass, snowy blassorns
sbtdding thtir petais on' tht perfumeti air; or, lisien te the
streamns releaseti frein icy feiters mingle a monotone of
joyance wiib serigs cf happy birds.

Anti are not these but thttéoatprînts for the glad, Leanti-
fui summer wiîb ber wtaltb ef fragrani bloom; ber floods of
radiant sunshine, ber depîhs ai toresi shatit ber fields of
gleamirig barley, wavirig corn anti fast branzing grain ; ber
soit shewers ; ber coai fresh marnings, cvhen earth seems
new aga;n ; ber slumbrous nouas înviting Urearny tanguer;
ber twilight evenings husheti anti peaceful !

Summer glory tends but te autumnal splendeur, te a
deeper beauty, to, a richer guerdon. Afar on woaded hbis,
paie amber lights shint amiti crîmsori anti golti; reddenîng
sunaarhls and fla:ning inaples quiver in dnsk of olive green
anti russe: brown ; trailing &loties cf vîviti scarlet creop
tbrougli tangleti brake or glow in gay mosaic an rugged way-
side ; golden grain and luscions fruits await tht garnering.
Lite gathers deptit and st.-engtb in tht bush cf tht waning
ycar. Bnsy taittrs panuse as ils metlowed loveliness res:s on
grateful hearts. Lessons that tht chariging seasons ieacb,
(allcri soi! mare anti mare cultureti as we learn the real
nxeaning cf spning's patient stmuggles tbrougb untirnely frosîs
anti against dismayirig winds.

Then when the brigli: tiries have fadeti anti rustting leaves
dispciled, drift hither anti thîther, splashet by chilling rains,

coe bc l treasures of the snow, and boary frost otiwîon er
beaven;' natures kindly auliaries, noutishing the seeping
flowers, covering lunely graves with warrf, soft mantie, hîd.
ing the datk in light. Days ton, ci entranc.îng beauty ati
the sicet cf the sulent hours catches the morning suntlight,
and fence and field, trec and shrub scintillate inthe uic stQ
dour cf a myiad gems.t

Our lives have, perthance, failen on an existence whertt
the nionotoneus dally routine Lrusbts the heari, wcakens thie
nerve force and duils the brain , the prescrit olering noa
incentive lot a.tion, the future no reward. but whether in
the wo:ld's broad arena sometimes heavily handicapped. or
engaged in the lowliest of l.fes loving - hoeinesses, we are
surely better, wiser, truer te self and to, iod for the tuiltr
appreciation of the poetry that the quiet cye may always
find about tis. .îLvA

Toronto,

CHRIS TILN ENDEA VO UR CONVVENTWo V S

We need not gtve a detatd accounit cf Ibis inlpnnaut
meeting as tbat has been donc throuRh the daily press nftîhev
couintry, some dozen or more rePorting revulitrty fnt ' li
newspapers, the reports giveri in the town of Peterbora' pape ri
being spectçttly fult and accurate. The meeting was reptesta.
tative cf the matîritl, the spirit, the methodsocf the Christian r
Endeavourers. There were about five hundred delegatesà
prescrit, ail bedecked with badges of their own home socie.
tics and those cf the Conivention, se, that they were readily g
distinguîshed on the street frein ail others, anid as rcadilv ac
costed and saluted eacb other witb thtenost fraternal spirit
Ail ibis was beautifulte behold.

Many flags wcre hoîsted on buildings on the streets. and r
even on the towcr cf tht Methodist church. Inside tht Pres.
byterian church (Rev. E. F. Torrance, M.A., paster), where
most ef tht meetings were held, banners and fiags andi moi.
tocs lined tht walls and covered tht organ-aloft on front of
it was spread out "lFer Christ and the Churcli," thet toeilil
motto of Christian Endeaveurers. Tht pulpit tee was beau.
tifully arrariged mn a garland cf flowers. Everything btek.
ened tht spîra cf gladncss and the heartiness cf tht wel.
came tendered te tht Convention. At tht first meeting, whicbU
was held on the evening cf tht 2iSt, tht president, R. 1. Col-
ville, Peterboro, was ini tht chair. Addressts cf welcome were
delivered by tht Mayor cf tht town, James Stevenson, M.P.,L
and tht Rev. E. F. Torrance, iM.A., which were cxceeulingly
cordial and appreciative. Tht respense was gîven by the
Rev. Dr. Dicksori, of Gale. At ibis irst meeting tht cliurch
was packed te tht doors, and an excellent spirit prevailed.
On the second day tht main teatures in the mernirig were
the presideot's address and the secrtary's report, brtth ci
whicb wvere laden witb tht work dont during tht past year
and the high bec nspîred by tht experîtrices et the past ktr
tht future.1

The statistics are as foltowst
socieîie ~ Active A%1,s.cjaîe Ckhuh 1

llesytrin 1Mmberi %Icmbrs .%Icmbm!

l'esytran . . 225 6 z42 2 997 5.227
Methodist (4z E L. oi CH.) 141 4n5g 1731 3894 1
l3aptis ............... 67 1,966 529 183
Congregational .......... 32 827 299 Sic
Union............. iu 94 487 582
Anglican 7 165 204 207
Christian.............. 4 71 14 68 1
Disciples.............. 4 88 30 sit
Qîhers ............... 4 74 29 fi
1Tknown- ... 32 66o 165 4(0

546 15,055 6.485 13 169
Very cordial greetings were sent by îelegraph frorn Que.1

bec, Mantoba and North-West Territeries, British Columbia,
and bV tht Rev. 1. McP. Scott, B.A., cf Toronto, froinithe1
Mai itirne Provinces.

The Pastors' Conference was a specially înteresting and in.
spiring time. It was ccnducted by the Rev. W. G. Hanta,
B.A., cf T.xbridge, whe birnsclf gave a tbrilling address on
the assistance tht Christian Endeavour Society pave te im
as a minîster, and aIse the change it made in thet empera-
turc cf tht Church. Ht spoke cf tht pledge, and found
ini its analysis faith, chedience, obligation te covenant
in direct relation to, Christ. C. E. meant for bim these
three tbings, Cansecration Exemplified, Christ Exalted, and
Canada Evangelized. Tht Rtv. Mr. Boville, of Ham-
ilton, was in gond formn, and bort a grand testirnony te the
value cf Christian Endeavour. Ht said tht Society was
a fine training scheol for tht active service et tht Church;
they decorated bis pulpit with flotvers and. vlso rerited two
pews in tht churcb, which they kept filled wiitb yourig rat
Tht Rev. G. Robertson, B.A., of Toronto, insisted specialli
on tht fact that tht Christian Endeavour bririgs the pulpit into,
sympathy with the young people, and tht young people into
sympathy with the pulpit. Tht Rev. W. S. Cowles, Eddy-
scmlle; Rev. E. B. Barnes, cf Bowmanville ; Rev. Mr. Van-
dyke, cf Hamnilton, and Rev. G. B. Sage, cf London, gave ex-
cellent addressts, full cf encouragement and help. There is DO
dartint in thete:stimony cf any minîster who bas a lire
Christian Endeavorr Societv in bis Cbnrch and who is in
sympathy witb the voung people ; ail find their bet assist-
ance there and inspiration te tht largest hope.

Tht Sunrise Frayer Meeting is cnt cf the distinctive fez-
turcs cf a Christian Endeavour convention. It is held at hait-
past six arn., and is for one bour. It is a sigbt indecd te sa
tht people trooping along the streets in happy.hearted coin-


