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THE TO UCH 0F THE DIV1IVR.

DYv JOHN IMRIE, TORtONTO.

Each grain of sand by sounding sen,
Each trembiing lcaf on quivering irce,
Each biade of grass an dewy lea,

Speaks volumnes of God's 1cve te ta,! t

The peands thal deep in oceati lie,
The twinkiing stars that gem the sky,
The sunibeamn, caught from noontidc's eye,

Direct ml thoughts, oh God, te Thee 1

The flowers thit deck the fragrant dlli,
And o'cr me cast their bcauty.speii,
I love them-for they seem te, tel;

The stoty of GcdIs love ta me 1

No mater where 1 wander frce,
13y river, lake, or ;aoandlcss sea.
Thie touch oif<od's dent hand I sce

And know by these le loveth me 1

Oh, God i Thou docot ail things weil,
Eurth, sen, and sky Thy wisdom tell
In heaven what must it be ta dwcl

For ever, oh my God, with Thce

TUE IWISE USE 0F OPPORTUNITY.

UV REV. J. A. R. 1ICKSON. B..

In readiiig tbe oid Puritat, Divines wbose bocks are sa
breezy witb tulness oftthougbî, and su suggestive witb a rare
wisdont, and se attractive with abundance cf racy statentents
and original observation, we find strang empbasis laid on the
unspeakabie value cf apportunity. Une says " Opportunity s
God's angeL" Anotber Il Opportunities of daîng service fur
Christ, and souls, are wortb more than a worid." Another
IlOpportunities are the creat of time.' To the mani wha
looICs for opportunity it is net diffacuit ta find. It stands wait-
ing for it, carnestiy desiring ta be embraced and used. Soet
«t se blind tbat tbcy cannoI sec at tilli a lies behînd thent,
and se is gene out cf their reacb for ever. No ameuttof re-
pentance and good resolution cati possibly recover a lest
apportunity. Herein is discovercd te us the .tharactcr et aur
lite, it contes ta us moment by moment, and heur by heur se
tbat we ntay pack it full of beautiful deeds, blcssed words atid
charitable and kind tboughts, and tbus beconte bebînd us a rich
garden cf leveliness and not a waste, uncultivated duscrt.
Happy is be who is able ta use i wll 1 Successful is be who
dues flot sufer any et the precieus space ta go unentployed.
Could we always rentember that tbe best tinte s the present,
always the present, in which toa ad1 we weuld net sufer ntany
priceiess bours te slip by unimproved. We oten ntarvel at
the antount cf work donc by sente men, it seents se large that
there is bardiy tinte for its accontplishment. but when we
reckon up in order the working heurs of each day, and what
may lie tade cf thent, aur surprise dies away, ieaving us the
deep conviction af cur ewn idieness. We are net thrifty of
aur time. Wt do flot set on it a value sufficiently higli. We
promise ourselves a liriless range. We torget that for us in-
dividually if is measured eut te a day. Wt bave only a cer-
tain nuniber cf days in whicb ta act-ati appointed tîrne. We
need tbis curli on aur vagrant minds constantiy ta check out
easy, careless tboughtiessness.. How propitieus te.ntorrewý
seents. No day couid lie more faveurable, and Vet wben t
carnes ita the reaint cf ta-day it changes character. Its at-
traction is gone. Divine Wisdont anssts stronglv on the em-
picyntent of the present montentIl Now is the accepted time,"
IlWork ta day," II Boast net thyself cf the morrow for thou
knowest net what a day ntay bring forth." Evtrywase man
listens ta their voice and obeys. Matthew Henry, an the be-
ginning of 1705, dedicated himself afresh ta the service and
glery cf God an werds like tht foilowirag, which are full cf in-
trtst. 'Il know t is tbe will cf Gud that I should be usetul,
and by bis grace 1 will be se; Lord Thou knowest if is the
top cf rny ambition an thîs world te do geod, and ta be service-
able te the honour of Christ and the wltare of precieus seuls ;
I wauid tain do good in the puipit, and good wth my penj
and'which 1 earnestly desire ta abound ntore an, ta do good
by my commun converse. O, tbat the door cf my apportuni.
tics may be stili open, and tbat my heart niay be enlarged by
holy zeal and activîxy for God ibis Vear ; and that I1ntay lie
thorougbly garnished witb knowiedge, wisdenî, atid grace fer
every good word and work." This gîves us the key ta the
friittul lifeetfIbis great man.

Wben Brewnlow North was recognized as an Evangelist
by the Fjee Cburch cf Scotlandff(Dr. Candlisbh aving told bit
the day previeus tbat he would lie asked te say a few wcrds on
the state ot religion in Scotland) lie said : " Dear triends, I
bave now an oppurtutiity that I shall neyer fo.give rnyseif ail
my lite if I neglect, and aithougli 1 have a great epening ta.
speak about myscîf, and te express ntucb more thati 1 have
expressedl, yet 1 would rather seize the chance, whicb I ntay
neyer have again, et sucli an assentbly as tbat I amt now
speaking ta, eftîrying if God will give me power te say that
wbicb will do good. The tinte is short, and wc know net
wbaî may lie lest by a neglected opportunity." And thereupan
lie delivered a test pewerful and intpressive address. And
truly as Whittier sings :

Ilis fcw hrif words were saich as move
The han i. hern; the faiîh sown seeds,
Which tipen in the soil of love
To higli berocdeeds.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

Brawnlcw Nerth had learned the value cf opportutiity Yeats
before Ibis titre, and that fitîed it for inspraving Ibis oc-
casion, ont, as he saw, that cernes but seidoni ta test men
even in thc most favnurabie circuntances. Great oppartuni-
ties %te embraced orly when srnall cnes are net despised or
negiected. Wben Mr. North was cenverted tramn bis evil ways,
lie wrcîe Ibis note ta bis aunt wbicb tells us more by its sug-
gestion than what it actually says . 1« Iarn, dear auntie, 1 trust~,
by tht grace of God a changed mani, and 1 have been wrting
sete cf my fermer companions, etc."

Whaî a grand îbing ntay lie made cf lite if il lie only failli-
tully usedl V/bat cpenings tbere are in il for the manifest-
ation cf a Chistliness et cliaracter 1I h needs net a lofty
position te take lite 1«one grand, sweet song," that wiil cbarrn
the seuls cf ail wha conte within the subtie taucb of ils in-
fiience. The lowliest lot may lie made ntagnetic as the lofttest.
George Herbert in bis "Eiixit" writes a trutli which sbouid
neyer pass eut of sight-speaking et the words "Fer thy
sake," be says:

A servant wilh this cîquse
Maices draidgery divine;
Who swceps a oont as by thy laws
Malce. tht and the action fine.

Wbat a noble lite was that of Harlan Page ? How.high shines
the course Robent Annan of Dundee, rati? How beaveniy is
the spirit of Frances Ridiey Havergal and Robert Murray Mc-
Cbeyne and Adelaide Newton? How ich a treasure have
Matîbew Henry, Richard Baxtei-, and tht eid Scotch Divines
and Engiish Puitans left us in their pastoral activity and in
their nunterous writings that smell of myrrh and cassia eut cf
tht ivory palacesa

Tht féoprinîs on tbe sands et tinte made by these and
hundreds cf others tell cul in no uncerlaira oe theb value cf
cpporîunity well 2nlployed. It makes 111e ginriauE. It buiids
a ntonument that will neyer perish. Itliays a train et causes
that send their effects into tht deptbs ofet ecrnity.

It is quikening 10 read cf tht manner in which Philîp
Henry filled up eveny opportuniy-often indeed ntaking op-
portut ihies for bimseit. He was conscienîiousiy diligent in bis
wnrk as a gospel tinister, but beyctnd this we are told .
1«<Usuaiiy, when he paid bis wonkmen their wages, lie gave
thet sente good ceunsel ahout their seuls." And wheneven
lie gave alnts for the poor, bc usualiy gave witb thent spiritual
aints, sente good word of counsci, reproot, instruction, or cent-
tort as there was occasion; and in accomrnodating Ihese to tht
persans ta whant be spoke, lie had a very great dexterity."
Dr. John Brewn, ai Brougbton Place IJ.P. Chairch, Edinburgb,
on anc occasion took refuge trot a snow-stornt in the office cf
a friend. "On laving aside bis tep-coat be took a copy of ihe
1'Pilgrim's Progress 'front a glass case, and cnquircd if it was
qute convenient te go antong tht werkpeople, whicb et course
was hailed witb deligbt. Placing hirnseif in thtentidst of thet,
lic said :« It bas atways been thougbt Ibat tht flrst part cf the
1'Pilgrit's Progress ' was the best, but 1 have been greatly
struck with tht excellences oftthe latter part aIse ;' and apen-
ing the book at tht encounter cf Mr. Greatheart with the giant
Siaygood, lie read on. Tht pawer and beauîy ef bis rcading
was impressive. No ont present cati forget bis appearace
when lic cant t that inimitable passage, ' As ta the main, 1
thanak Hit that loves me; I arn fixed.' Ever after thathle was
a great tavourite witb tht men."

A story is teld cf John WVesley whicb shows bow be could
turt an untoward event to god accorant. Being stopped by a
bighwayntan who demanded bis purse or bis lite, a strange al-
ternative, for if thte:nonty was net fortbcorning what gond
would taking tht lite do tht man? Wesley, ater giving bit
bis mency, very littie no deubt, for preachers neyer have mucb,
lic said te it, " Let me speak ta you oe word, the tinte ntay
tome when you ntay regret tht course cf lite in whicb yau are
now engaged. Remeanher this, 'The blond cf Jesus Christ
cleanselli fromn ait sn.' »No mare was said and they parted
Many vears atter th.- at a church door tht mati discovered
bintseif ta Wesley and contessed lte great and saving change
these words bad wrought in it. Il was a word in seasen. Se
be turned ta acceunt an unexpec ted epportunity.

When the desire te lie heiptul te men is pre sent in tht seul
the opportunity is net far off. There are always and every-
where apenings for sete kind et service in deing good. /.nd
it is in being satisfied ta de tht least and lowliest acts that our
Christian spirit shines forth ta test adV'antage.

Listen te tbe great Apostie's voice as bie closes his argument
on the resurredtien cf tht satits, "Therofere, my belaved lirelli-
r,-n, be ye steadtast. inîmovable, always ahoundiaîg in the work
oftthe Lord, forasmucli as yc knaw that your labour is net in
vain in the Lord."

A BEA UTIFUL PICTURE.

The Rev. Mr. Sonterville, reading the 71st Psalm durîng
tht services in Biackfiars parish churcli, Glasgow, recently,
said : I have seen rnany beautitul pictures in tht National
Gallery, in the Louvre, »ec Luxemnburg, and elsewlierc, but
neyer o'ne te equal that in real lite which 1 beheld in tht hall
cf tht Waterloo Street.Church in 1877. It was sliortly after
tht services et Mr. Moady, the evatigelist, lad drawn minis.
ters and members et aIl denontinations more closeiy ta-
gether. Sonte cf us were assemblee. as tht Cemmittet cf
tht Evangelistic Association, and we bad ciased tht ardinary
businiess, when in there carne basiy tbe Rev. Dr. Samervilie,
then mînister of Anderston Fret Cburcb, my reverend friend,
and btaring my cwn naine, thougb no relative. Ve ail gave

it warxn welcomne, but littie did we expect the anticuncernent
he made.Il* told us in bis higli, clear and affectionate loties
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that he had been thinkitiR over the matter, and lbe wished
ta free himself tram the liried work of bis pasturate, and
ta give himself as a missianary ta the warld under out
authority and auspices.

It fairly took away aur breath. This matn, after farty
years of hanourable and successful labour, at an age whcn
ntost men desire rest, proposing ta bimseit and tu us work
that involved journeys, fatigue and sacrifices which the
youngest wouid shrink tramt, Affectio*nateiy we remonstrated.
But it was of no use. There he stood before us-the man
that hait a history befare saine ef us were borti-the eariy
friend af McCheyne, Burns and tbe Bonars, aid ini years, and
yet young in enthusiasm. Nearly seventy, and bis eye was
net dimmed nor bis natural strength abated ; the beautiful
hair faling upori bis shauiders, and the light sparkiing in that
wonderfui eye ; strong in the banc and warm in bis feelings
like al bis race, prociaiming that it was bis desire ta go forth
ta tbe regions beyond and preacb the Gospel ta thent, who
were ignorant and out of the way. No security for stipend or
anything of that sort did he tbink of. He wouid cast bimself
upon God. It was the worlc be was wanting, and he desired
ta go forth with the sympathy and prayers of bis brethren. He
carried us away with his own entbusiasm. It was ail settied
ini a ntarveliousiy short tinte. The Rev. Dr. Wallace was
calied upon to unite in prayer, and lie was set apart as out
nlissionary for tbe world, and then he addressed us, .taVtttg
the 18th verse of this Psalrn, IlNow also, wben 1 amn aid and
grey-headed, oh God, torsake me not, until 1 bave sbowed
Tby strength unto Ibis gencratian, and Thy powei- ta every
one that is ta conte."'

I can't describe the impression made upon us. He was
at tintes in tears, and we were also. What a wonderft coin.
mienîary does bis work of the iast tweive years furnish 1 He
bas been in France, Spain, Italy and Turkey, in Egypt, New:
Zealand and Australia, and the blessed instrument of a great
work in aIl. Haw wonderfully bis prayer bas been answered.
No mani bas been prîvilegtd ta show more the stre-ngth zi
God ta this generation. As 1 bave read of bim and bas work
in these lands, my mind often reverts ta tbe beautalul picture
of tboî nlorning in Waterloo Street-I tbink tbe most beauti.
fui in outward form and inward spiritual quality 1 ever bc.
heid.

1 cannot close without quating bis words ta me once.
f-lad tihe Ebtabliihed Cburch beeti aI the Diîsruption wbat

it now is we would neyer hare ieft it.» And so, when our
leaders invited hut ta speak at the iast Assembly, be cardially
rcsponded. 1 was l1ere, and I will neyer torget the spon.
tantaus hamage that was given ta him, the whole Assernbly
rising upan bis entrance ; noir willI1 forget bis words an the
occasion. That place will ever be ballowed ta me. 1 I'.card
there the iast address of Dr. Normtan Macleod on the In.
dian Mission, anad I beard there tbe address of Dr. Somerville
nn tbe Jewish Mission ; and I don't excct ever to bear the
like again. I arn îhanktul that the name bc bore bas beecs
dignified by bis wearing it, and 1 cati neyer forget bis beroic
work.

A LITTLE FUN A T HOME.

Do flot bc afraid of a littie fun at borne. Do nfot sbut up
your bouse lest the sun sbouid fade your carpets ; and your
bearts, lest a laugh sbould shake down a few cf tbe musty aid
cobwebs Ibat are hanging tbere. If you want ta ruin your
sans, let tbern tbink that alI mirth and social enjoyment must1
be Ieft at the threshold witbout wben tbey carne bote at
nigbt. Wben once a home is regarded as only a place ta e4±
drink and sleep in, the work is begun tbaîends in gambiing
houses and reckless degradation. Young people must hane
fuin and relaxation ; if tbey do flot find it at thear aotn hearth.
stones îhey wili sec it at less profitable places. Therefore
iet the doors and windows bc cheerfully tbrown openi ii sain
mer, and make the *bore deiigbtul witb ail those little arts
parents -;e weil undersîancl. Do flot repress the buoyant
spirits £ your cbiidren. Half an baur cf merrimetit within
doors, anid merriment ot a borne, blots out the remcrnbranct
cf many a care at. 1 annoyance during the day ; and the best
sateguard thr'y cati take with thent mbo the world is the ina.
fluence cf a bright borne.

A HOMlE TEST 0F RELIGIOI.

"Go honte ta tby friends " (Mark. v. tgj). Home ana
friezds-these are a truc test cf real conversion unto Gad. If
the people at honte dot't sec aur conversion and bear of il,
ton, in vain do we saund abroad wbat tbe Lord batb dorc foi
souls.

Tbe mati wbo was cured was evideaitly net in a hurry ta go
borne ; but the Lord said ta it, I"Go borne ta tby friendo
and tell thet wbat great things the Lord bath donc foi
thee."

Testirncny for Gad begins there. The question was once.
asked, "lIs So.and-so a Christian?"

1I don't know," was the answer, I b ave never iived with
im."

That's' the test-the fireside and tbe tamily circle. Wi
ntay make a great noise in tbe world, and be great workers;
but wbat do the folks at hante tbink about us ?

DRt. ALEX. WHYT, af Edinburgb, bas prornised ta give à
lecture thîs winter ta tbe Young Men's Association of IX,
Jobn Maclead's congregatian ini Gavan.


