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addressed the pe ple with p caliar appropriateness,  After
the Moderator had ad Iressed the S+ssion and managers on
their offictal respoa-1 aines, Mr. Manson was warmly wel-
comed by the ¢ ngregation, and the interesting proceeedings
were brought to acloe.  In the ev nng a grand reception
was given tn the same plice by the ladies of the congre,ta-
timn. It took ihe form of an old-fashined tea social, and,
as usual in Tiltary, the spread was profuse. Rev. G.
G. McR-huie, Ph.B., occupied the chaie with great tact
and amiity.  Duung the evemng addresies of a very lugh
order were delivered by Messts, McLennan, Forrest, Gray
and Manson, Sustable hymns from our own Iymnal were
sung at intervals by the chorr,  The church was well fitled.
The settlement is a very harmonious one, anid the pr spects
for suce=ssful wotk very encouraging

PRESBY FERY OF STRATFORD — 4 regular meeting of this
Presbylery was held in the F'resbjtenan Caurch, Atwood,
on Nuv. 13, at a quacies 1o fuur p.m., the Muderawor, Rev,
. A Tuenbull, LL.B., of 51 Mary's, 1n the chaire Rev.
fessrs, Tumbull and Wrght were appuinied to vbrain an-
formauon fur Augmeniauun Cummiitee 1n ralerence to mat-
ters affecting Brovksdale and Hartng 01, A conteience,
at which the chuich was filled, was neld 10 the evening,
the Muderawor reading a paper an ¢ The quaister, his posie
ion and waik,” and a general discussiun  following by
members of Presbytery, The Moderatur was requested to
have his paper publisbed.  Resumag ordinary business,
the Presbyiery oni ed Millbank and Crosstull, and Milver-
ton and gWellesley.  The cummitice on uniun between
North Easthope and Hampstead, and Shakespeare, St
Andrews and Travistack was continued, awaiting any actin
tawards unior on the par: of these congregations. Presby
tery then adjrurned till next murn ng.  Presbytery met next
morning in the same place, anl, afier beinz duly consu
tuted, Mr, [Hamilton was appointed to allscate o the van-
ous congregations within the Presbytery the sums required
from this Presbytery by the Home Mission and Augmenta-
tion Committees of the General Assembly. A commuttee
was appointed to examine changes 1z the Bouk of Forms
and report at the meeting m January,  Mr. Robert Ste.
venson was granted a presb,terial cettificate.  The Mod-
erator reported that Mrs. Buyd's name had been duly en-
toll2d as an annui.ant on the Mnisterial Widows® and Or-
pbans' Fuand. Ssssion records of Alma Centre and Monk-
ton wzre a'tested a. carefully and corzectly kept, and, atier
passing a heanty vote of thanks to the congregation, and
especiaily to the Jadies of Atwood, fur their hospitality and
kindness, Presbytery adjuuined to meet inLi.tuwel on the
third Tuesday of January nex' at half past two p.m —AN-
PREW [IBNDERSON, Fres. Clerk pro lem.

PressvTeERY OF 1IAMILTON.—This Presbytery met on
Nov. 20  Deputations were appointed to wait on the
racmbers of Parlament for the several constituencies wirh-
in the bounds of the Presbytery, urgiag their influence to
prevent the desecration of the Sabbath by traffic on the
Welland Canal on the Lord's Day. A callto Rev R. H
Abraham, fiom St. Jobn's Cturch, Hamilton, was sus.
tamned. It will be considered on Dacember 18 The
resignztion of Rev. W. Robertsan, of Warerdawn, was ac
cepied.  Expression of sympathy was given with Mr. Rob
erlson in the trying circumstances and severe sickness
which occasioned the resignation ; also of usefulnessin Mz,
Robertson as an efficient and successful minister, and of
the gaod feeling shown by boith pastor and people 1n
this matter. It is to be hoped that, with restored health,
Mr. Robertson will find another field of labour, Tae
misston ficld at Foit Ere has in the meantuime been
clos-d.  Mr. Ratchff- was appointed to address the Pres
tvicesial Woman's Foreign Missionary Society on January
15.  Thedeath of Kev. Joseph Builier was reported. 1t
was resulved not to prnceed with the reception of Rev. W.
McGregor, as he had renuunced the doctnines of the
Ciutch on Baptism. A call lrom Ascaster and Albzrton
to Rev. A. ll. Diuumm was sustaized. Rev. and Hon.
Reynolds Moreton was teceived, on transference from the
Presbatery of Halfax. Rev. W. M. Crukshank was re-
caved as an applicant for admission to the Church, and
reccived employment within the bounds. Mr. Raichffe
was appolinted to appor fun am)ng the congregations sev-
erally the amounts required for the Home Missimn and
Augmentation Funds. A Presbytenal conlerence was ap-
pointed in Hanulron for Monday, January 14, at thice
p.m., to consider the State of Religion, Sabbath S:hools,
¢'c.—]. LAING, Pres. Clerk.

PREsRYTERY OF GUELPH.—This Presbylery mel an
Chatmers’ Church, Guziph, Rev Henry Ldmiston, M.A.,
Moderator. Taz Cierk reported a programme he had pre-
pared, according to anstiuc1ons, fut the Conferences on the
State of Religton, Temp -rance and Sabbath Schools, which
had been appointed to bz held in Kaox Chursh, Gal, be.

piamng on the third Taesday of January nexr, and the sime”’

was appraoved, wuh some modifications. and amdesed to be
punted for circailation. Tac commtice on business requar-
ing attention coming up ftom the proceedings of ast Gene-
7al Assembly fave 10 their report, when it was resolved that
the Presbytery re-affirmiits adherence to the position taken
last year, touching martiage with the sister of a deceased
wife, namely, thar no change be made 1n the body of the
Confession of Faith on that subject, but that the questions of
the formula be made to suit the posi.ion now taken by the
Church ; that the samc committee that had charge of the
proposed Bk of Forms, be authorized to czamine
and yeport it in the form in which it has been again
sent down ¢ that Messes. Rae {Convener) Blair and Gar

dinez, with their represen:ative elders, be a committee on
Sabbath Observance: that the committee on Sabbath
Schools be instructed to prepare some method of supervising
Sabbath school work in the bounds, cstablith schools in
neplected districts, and  obtain sepor's from every school ;
and that Messis. Torrance (Convener) Beattic, and Charles
Davison, he a commiltee on the proposed fund for cxpenses
of commssioners to the Sapreme Cousrt and proposed
Scheme {it vacancies and setlements. The protest and
appeal by cettain_peraons belonging to Kaox Chureh, Galt,
was taken up, and partics heard,  After discossion, the fol-

Iowing finding was_arrived at: The Prisbytery, having :
heird the pratest and appeal, and also the s'atement of the
Session in reply, reqretsthati iz no pu‘in postesdon of |
the necessary data for coming to a right decision in this case,
and 10 order to receive all the necessary information regarl-
ing the views of the appellants, and also to give them the
full henefit of what they consider the law of the Church, the
Presbytery appoint the following Urethren to ac' as aswessars
wi-h the Sessions, to go, il thought necessary, over ihe
whole grouai again, and report to a meeting of Presbytery,
namelpeetdes, W -drop-, T wrance and Mildlemiss, Messrs,
J. C.Smithand J B. Mullan, ministers, and Professor
Panten and Mr. Charles Davidson, ruling clders, Oa be
ing pat to the vote the amendment was carried by a large
majority It was agreed that the Presbytery meet in Chal.
mers’ Church, Guelph, on the 11th of December, to
rec-ive the seport.  The parties 1n the case were then
recall:d aul the decivon anncunced to them. A
cull frum Kasa Cautch, Eiora, to Rev. Malcotm Leitch,
Valleyhi 13, was repuried, and the usual steps for its regu-
lar prosecution were taksn,  The cail from Mewlie Cnurch
was qut sustained on the ground of wutheiency of signa.
tures,  Mi. Mua'lan was authouzed (o moderate 10 another
call as syun a> the cungregauin were przpared. The
Clerk presented o staiement ot ths amounts sequired for the
Schem s of the Church for the year now current, when he
was instrucied to infsrm each congregauon by cucular of
the am.unt expecied frum it. A circular was read calling
attentisn to the fact tha the Common College Fund has
been abolished, and presenting the claims of each college
for support jand the amount required fur each. Ia re-
sponse tc an appiication T m Draytun for sympathy ant aid
in the erectionof a new church Ly the congregation there,
it was agreed t» recommend the abyect to the kiadly mter-
est and liberality of t43se connecied with congregations
in the bounds, and to authorizs those at Drayton inieresung
themielves in the matter 1o approach them through corres.
pondence and ask their aid by collections or otherwise.
Mr Beattie was arpoinlcd to fattend to the interests in the
bounds of the fund for Aged and Infirm Mimsters, The
nex* reguiar meeting was appuiated to be held in Kaox
Chutch, Galty oa the Third Taesday of January, 188g.

LAID AT REST.

—

The Hamiltorr Times s2ys: Rev. Joseph Builder, B.A,
one of the most promising of the Canadian staff of mission.
a-iies to Cenlral India, arrived in that country 1n 1ecem-
bar, 1883. and was statimed at Mhow, and subsequently was
added to his care O)jein, where he laboured most success-
fully unvil, through ill health, he was compelled to cease
his w wk, whics he had so much at heatt. ile was granted
a farlough ard returned to Canada during the summer of
this yrar and spent part of his time visiting among his many
fri ‘n is in Toronto, Burlington and Hamilion. Iie left the
resi lence «f his brother-in-law, James White, M.D., on the
31t ub., togo Southfor the winter, thinking the change
wouldl be beneftcial; but it was otherwiss ordered. On
Weinasday last, the 14:h inst., he passed away peacefully,
his wife and two children, together with his own brother—
Mr. C. Builder, of Toronto—being with him when he
breathed his last.  The body was brought to Hamilton, ard
on Siturday morning at a quarter past eleven, the funeral
was fram the residence of his brother-in-Jaw, Mr. R, J.
Husband, 62 East Avenue, Shuth, to the King Street
statinn of the G. T. R. The fillowing ministers from
amiitan Preshytery were present: R v. Thomas G .M
smith, Rev. Johngaing- D N, Rev D H. Fle:cher, Rev.
Ramuel Lyle, B B3 Rev R. J Laidlaw, LL D., Rev. R.
H. Atraham, Rev. W. 7 Dep, M A, and Rev James
Riack. From the Preshytery of Guelph : R v Thimas
Wardrope, D.I)., Cn vener of the Foreign Missionary Com
mittee. From the Presbytery of Twronto : Rev. Willliam
Caven, D D, Princaipal f Knnx College, and Mr. Robert
Laurie,

O ving to the Rev. Mungo Fraser, M A, D.D., being
ou' of the city on his way to preach ar the apening of a new
church, he was unable tabe present.  Ar the house the
Rev Samuel Lyle, B D, read a Psalm, after which Rev.
Thomas Wardtope, D D., gave a most feching and impies-
sive address, referring to the labours of the Rev. Mr.
Builder in India, and while now dead his Jabour would no
doubt bring forth much freit.  After this address Rev, R.
1. Ladtaw, LL.1), led 1n prayer and.Rev. D 1. Fletcher
pronounced the berediciion.  The ministers of the city, to-
gather with the Rev, 1. Lawg, acted as palibearers, and
then proceeded to the station. At the usual ime the train
left the station, and the followiny persons accompanied the
sou’ow{ng witow with her precious charsge, viz: Mr.
Charles Bodder, Mr. and Mres. R. . Husband, Mr. and
s, R, O. Mackay, Mr. John White, Rev. Wiliam Caven,
D.D.. Rev. John Lang, D D., Mr. Forrester, Mr. Robert
Laune Mr. Witliam Smmath, Me, \V, II. McLaren and Al
derman David McLellan,  Araviag at Burhngton, the fol-
loving pentleman acted as pallbearers: Mesers, William
Kerns, M.P.P., Ruibert Laune, William Sauth, W. 1.
McLaten, Aldesman David McLellan, Dr. Richardson.
The cortege then procceded to Butlingion Presbyterian
Church, where the servic - was conducted as follows : Rer.
Rabert Mclntyre of Nelson Chu ¢h, read the Seriprurse,
hymn was sung by the congregation present, after which
the Rev. Witliam Caven, D D, gave a2 most apprapriate
and comfurting address, refernag to the beautilul and con-
sistent life of the deccased from early bovhood all through
his schoo), academic and theological courses, and uring alt
present to let his death mak: them more carnest 10 doing
¢ 03 while spared here.  Rev. John Laing, D.D,, of Daa
das, spuke on behalf of the Hamilton Presbyters, and then
the Rev. R. . Abraham, Butlington, coninbuted, in clo-
qacent language, his mecd of praisc tothe life of his.young
twother while lwingan the willape together this sumaer.
The 2814t Rymo was sung, and the palibearers then took
charge of the mortai cemains 30d consgacd thet to mathes
carth. '

Dabbath School Teacher.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONG.
D™} DEATH OF SAMSON. e

Goruven Text,—Great men are not always wise,—
Job xxxit. 9.

SHORTRR CATRCHISM.

Question 106.—The last question had to do with the for
giveness of sin; this relaes 10 he preventng of sin,
Temptation has a twafold meaning.  Sumctimes it simply
means trial. Chaiacter is tried, tesied as metals are wed,
Gl in His pruvidence permits us tu be placed in cucum-
stances where faith is tried.  In hat heie 13 wo sine We
do not need delivetance frum such tiial, but giace that we
remain steadfast  Toemptation, and ihis s its general sense,
isalsolici ation to evil. To this hind ot iemprauon we
are constantly expured. In our own heans and in cur dir-
cums*ances te mptaiivn luths, These are umes anu places
when tempation is specially stiorg. Tlen arc wen great
danger ani the hest weajon tu wbetc me temprann 1s
prayer  Th= Revisid Version rerd ¥5° tbe last part of the
perrion, *“ Dehv 1 us from the Evil One.” e is the
adversary of sHuls and it was he Yho'tempted Chnst,  Just
as e overcame s0 He is able to succour and deliver those
that are tempred.

INTRODUCTORY.

Tae western border of Pales ine was in the time of the
Juages in possession of the Philistines, a watlike and ag-
gresstve race.  They oppresced the Israelites, carrying off
the produce of their fields, plundering them whenever they
toun opportunity, and imposing on them the cruellest re-
strictions. A little more than a century after Gideon's
time 2 man of mitaculous bodily strength and daning was
raised up for the detence of the oppressed Isiaclites.

1 Sampson Captuted by the Philistines.—A na.
tive of Z.rah, in the tnibe of Lan, Sampson was svon dis-
tinguished for his matchless courage aud hervic deeds.
He touk the vows of the Mazai.es, nut for a2 ume, but as
a perpetual obligation.  That vow 1mposed upun him eatire
abstinence from all strong drink, and o luave his hair un-
cut. Samson’s moral stiength was not equal to his bodily
prowess. Ie fell a prey to the tempiations by which he
was surrounded, and 1n a2 moment of weahness he was be-
trayed to his enemuies.  He told that Bis stenpth lay in bis
hair, and when that was shorn he brcame weak as other
men.  His long hawr was not the cause of lus strenpth, but
the sizn of hus faithlulness to the vows he had made. It
was th: breaking of that vow tbat wis the cauie of his
weakness.  God, who ha? hi heno encowed him with more
than mortal strength, left him to tias-if. Ile who had
been invincille before is now conqu-red by lus sins, and
disaster follows, The capuve was taken to Gaza, a very
anci-nt cry fifty miles siu-h west of Jerusalem, near the
Meditersanean o jrevent the ¢ cape of pri oners and
to render them hLarmless, it was no' an unusual cus.um to
pu out their eyes. Samson was thus cuelly blindd, and
his feet clogged wi h fetters of bronze, and set 10 what he
must have fel to be one of the most depradirg otcuparions
possible, to giind at the mill.  After a time Samsun's hair
gre~ agan. It is most hkely that his bitter experisnces
hat led him to repentance, and that God had renewed his
strength.

11. Exultant Enemies.—The Philistioes were idolaters.
Th it prncipai divanuy was Dagon, the$ish gud. Tohis
power they asciibed the capure of Sams n.  They thought
he was superior to Jehovah, and the pe iple joined in thanks.
giving 10 their idol.  Samson now unders and, how deeply
he had tran.gressed. The nam~ of his God hid bzen dis-
honoured through his unworthy conduct. It was no lunger
to him a maitter of mere prrsonal disgrace, but the cause of
God that moved him most deeply.  Alter the religh us tites
offered 1o Dagon, the Philistines wetc in a sportive mood.
They thought this a fine opputtunity to mzke a riaiculous
speciacle of the capiive giant.  He was biought fiom the
prison house into the preat hall where they were assembled
and evely pait of which was ciowded. He made them
sport, and no doubt they were highly delighted.

I1I. Triumphantin Death —It has been suggested that
as Gara stuod on hiliy cround, the plice where Sumson's
performance was wi nesstd was built on a declivity of one
of these hills, and that the two main pil ars n-ar togcther
were th- chief support of the flt ronf, which at the time
was crowded wrirh 2hout 3 000 spectators, men and women.
Inside the building the dis inguishid peuple among the
Phli.tines were gathered to enj y Sumson’s sport.  Faving
1equested the lad that led him by the land to place him in
a posi‘ion where he could {ecl the pillars Sumson prayed to
G 'd for suength that he might be avenged for his suffer-
tngs Then guasping the twe middle pillars, besaid . ¢ Lay
me die with the Phidstices,” he bwed with al! his might
and all were whelmed in ruin and death.  The slavphter was
terrible.  None of Samson’s previous battles had numbered
so many shain.  His wark was dane 3 he had heen the ia-
strument of bringng dcliverance to his appressed prople.
111s kinsmen honouréd him with a public funeral  His re-
mains were canizd from Gaza and laid in the family bury-
ing place between Ins naive towd and the neighbouring
villape of Echtaol e was judge in S wth-westen Pales
tine for twenty years. hilf the time the Philistino oppression
of the Israclites continued.

FRACTICAL SUGGRSTIONS.

God sometimes uscs impericct instruments 1 Hhs sarvics,

The secret of Samson's strength lay in his consecratio to
God.

Faithlessness to his vow was the cause of Samson's loss
of strength and the disasters that {ollowed.

To achieve his final viciory, Samson was prepazed fog the
freatest possible :E}!-ncxiﬁcc; .
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