!

116

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

{FessoAwy tgth, 1848,

e Contributors.
" DR, CONTENT ON GPUMBLERS AND
GCRUMBLING.

BY KNOXONIAN

Having heard a good deal of grumbling i s par-
ish lately, Dr Content determimed to address his
people on the subject. He spoke substanually as
follows :

BRETHREN AND SISTERS,
I have heard too much grumbling in ths pansh
lately, and feel it my duty to say a few words on that
unpleasant and unchuistian habit.  Some of you have
been grumbling a good deal lately about
THE WEATHER.

You have been saying that the weather was fearfully
cold. When the mercury was down about twenty,
and the lanest man in town had to walk fast to keep
himself from freezing, and everybody held his nose
in his hand, and the sidewalks boomed like artillery,
and all nature seemed about to freeze up, you stopped
and remarked to every neighbour that it was a cold
day. Do you suppose he didn’t know that himself?
Do you expect to get credit for originahty by making
remarks of that kind?  You simply wanted to grum-
ble a little about the ehmate. That was all. Now,
brethren and sisters, what 1s the use mn grumblmg
about the weather > Can you send the mercury up
or down by grumbling? If you can why don’t you
doit?

1 notice that some of you are grumbhing a good
deat ~hout

DEPRESSION IN BUSINESS.

I expected that. Some of you put on too much steam
during the Christmas holidays, and now when quict
February has come round you feel the reaction. Do
you expect the Christmas season to continue all
the year round > 1 am glad it does not If it did
some of you young men would degenerate into dudes,
and some of you young women would probably turn
into butterflies. I am afraid that the depression some
of you feel is the natural reaction after toc much ex.
citement. But supposing the times are a lttle
“panicky,” what causes the trouble®> No small part
of the trouble is caused by trying to make money 100
fast. The typical Canadian ts a good enough kind of
man, but he doesn't like to plod. Plodding is not his
forte. Like the typical American he wants to get rich
ata bound. Trouble is alsn caused by trying to
squeeze a hundred and ten cents out fevery dollar of
income. No dollar has a hundred and ten cents in
it. If people calculate on a basts of one hundred
and ten cents to the dollar 1 arranging thesr affars,
of course they wall always have trouble. Nine-tenths
of the financial trouble that comes upon this country
is caused directly or indirectly by the people them-
selves. Where, then, s the sense of grumbling
about it ?

I notice that some of you complain because you
have

TO WORK HARD.
Well, some of you perhaps do work preity hard, but
hard work rarely hurts anybody. Fifty people are
injured by bad food, or bad air, or baa habits for
every one that is injured by bard work. The most
wasting kind of work any one can do s to sit downin
a corner and think akout himself. The thoughts may
be small and the abject upon which they are fixed
may be very small too, but the business 15 very wear-
ing. It wears much faster than work  Some of yon,
sisters, I fear, put un a fawe share of grumbling. Some
of you, perhaps, grumble a good deal, inaudibly of
course, because you are single. If you were marred
you would, p~rhap , grumble still more Some of
you complain about the worrv and work caused by
taking care of your family.  If'you had no fanuly you
would be hunting over all the country for somebody
to adopt. You complamn about housework. How
would you have felt the week before last if you had
had no house to wark in? A hovse 1s a great thing
when the mercury is down to thirty  You complain
dbout “roasting over a cooking stove.” There is a
much worse condition, and that 1s to have no cooking
stove and nothing to roast on it. Some of you com-
plain, perhaps, about your husbands. Well, dear sis-
ter, he may be a mean enough man no doubt, but he
s the only one you have. Complaining about him

won't make him any better, Unless you see with a ]
reasonable degree of clearness how you are to get a
better husband, perhaps the best thing is to try to
improve the one you have. Influence so sweet and
angelic as yours would improve almost anybody,

And now, brethren and sisters, allow me to suggest
a few considerations as a preventive or cure for
grumbling.

v Think of the number of things you have that
you don't deserve, 1 shall not enlarge on this point,
because I fear most of you think you deserve every-
thing good on earth. You repeat your Catechism all
right on what men who sin deserve, but you don't
think much about the Catechism when you are wn a
grumbhing mood. As it is impossible to make you
belicve you don't deserve every good thing, I will
take something easier.

2. Thenk of v many things you have that othess
sever had and probably never will have. Take a tum
among the very poor seme afternoon; and if you can
come home and grumble there is no hope for you.

3. Think of how useless grumbling is and how in.
tensely disagreeable it makes men and women-—es-
pecially women.

4. Remember that chronic grumbling is a sin, and
that however bad this world may be, unless your
heart and conduct are radically changed, you won't
be ten muinutes out of this world until you would
xivea good deal to get back., There 1s a much
worse world than this one, and men who do nothing
but grumble against Providence are very likely to be
sent there.

ORILLIA.
ITS ORIGIN—LOCATION—INSTITUTIONS — PASTORS
AND CHURCHES—THE PRESS, ETC.

This 1s a pretty town, beautifully situated on Lake
Couchiching, 1n the ceunty of Simcoe, and surrounded
by a fine farming country, which has been rapidly set-
tled by an industrious population, who are now
reaping the fruits of farm and forest. Orillia was
founded 1n 1841, but 1t took ten years to bring the
population up to 320. In 1867 1t was incorparated as
a viliage, when it would appear to have taken a fresh
start, and soon became an important town, surrounded
by a fine tract of country. No district in Canada
gives better evidence of the industry, perseverance
and success of the sons of toil than does the neigh-
bourhood of Orillia.

In 1874 it was incorporated as a town, and con-
tinues to exercise an influence commensurate with s
growing mmportance. The stores, public buildings
and dwelling houses are 2 credit to the place, and the
owners i1 many cases, if not in affluent circumstan-
ces, are all comfortable. Having good railway facih-
ties, there 1s a continual stream of travel hither and
thither, and the town has now become a favourite
summer resort, the lake offering many attractions to
those hving in crowded cities who are in search of
health. There 1s ample hotel accommodation, and
the town and principal stores are Iit up with electric
hight.

‘The only asylum for idiots in the Dominion is lo-
cated here, and occupies a healthy situation on the
edge of the lake. The nstitution, which 1s among
the most valuable of our Provincial institutians, 1s
under the management of Dr. Beaton, who 1s a mem-
ber of our Church, and 1s much esteemed in the
community for the very efficient manner in which his
duties are discharged.

The various denominations found in places of a
simtlar size are well represented here, and from small
beginmungs have grown to exeraise a powerlul influ-
ence for good in the communty.

PRESBYTERIANISM,
The history of our denomination dates back for about
fifty years, when mussion work was commenced by the
Rev. W. S. Darling. On the settlement of the late
Rev. Dr, Burns, of Toronto, a fresh start was made,
and 50 encouraging had matters become that the Rev.
John Gray nov Dr. Gray) was appointed constant
supply and was ordained 1n a private room. The fol-
lowing year a church was opened, and from that date,
under the care of Mr Gray, Presbyterianism grew and
strengthened. The church, which soon became too
small, has becen enlarged several times, and at pres.
ent has a seating capacity of 700 persons, a circum-
stance alike creditable to minister and people, and

as Onllia 1s the centre of a large and 1mportant sec-

tion of country, £ also is it the centre of Presbyter.
innism for a large district.

The Rev. John Gray, D.D..is a native of Scot.
fand, and was educated partly in Scotland and
partly in Queen’s College, Kingston, from which
he obtained the degree of M.A. Dr. Gray has been
one of the most laborious, painstaking and able min-
isters of our Church in Canada, and in recognition of
his valuable services and abilities he recerved the hon-
orary degree of D 1), {from Knox Cullege, Toronto,
which honorary distinction he has for some years
worn with characteristic meekness and modesty. Sel-
domn has any honour been more worthily bestowed.

Some years ago, from fathing health, no doubt part.
Iy brought on by overwork in eatly hfe, Dr. Gray re-
tired from the active duties of the pastorate which, by
a blameless life, he adorned for so many ycars, He
occupics the pnsition of pastor emeritus, and still
remains a citizen of the prosperous town which
he helped tn build up, and continues to take an
active interest tn the nfluental congregation which
he nursed inits infancy.

The present pastor is the Rev. R, N. Grant, who
succeeded Dr. Gray in 1882, He has very success.
fully carried on the wark which Dr. Gray laid down,
This is amply borne out by the large attendance at
all the church services,the membership being now 3350,
The Rev. R. N. Grant was borh in North Easthope,
Ont., and isa Knoxontan, having been educated at
Rnox College, Toronto, whose students have reflected
such credit on tha:ir alma water, and who are to
be found filling so many pulpits in Canada and
other lands as well as in the Foreign Mission fields
of the Church. Mr. Grant was first setitled in Water-
down, and from thsre was invited to Knox Church,
Ingersoll, and in 1882 entered upon hig work as pas-
tor of his present charge. He s much loved by his
congregation, and as a speaker and wrniter has a repu-
tation far beyond the bounds of his district.

THE PRESS.
Onllia boasts three weekly papers, and all are well
patromzed, and all advacate their various opinions
with much force and abihity and are a credit to pro-
vincial journalism, . K.
JSan., 1888.

THE AUGMENTATION FUND.

178 CRISIS ~1S THE HIFCH WITH THE PASTORS?—
HOW MAY MATTERS BE IMPROVED AND
THE FUND SAVED?

It has become a questinn of very material import.
ance in some of the Presbyteries - What are we to do
about Augmentation? That it 1s not meeting with
the amount of support which was expected is very
clear And it is cqually evident that in certain quar-
ters no fund has met with a hearty response, and
viewed 1n relation to the other Schemes and work
of the Church longer n view, it may be fairly cor-
ceded that there 1s no cause for despondency, while
there is abundant cause for diligent enquiry anu
vigorous action for future success.

Turning to the Minutes, one is very forcibly struck
with the general rule that when little is given to Aug-
mentation, little is given to anything else, and that in
certaiz quarters where Augmentation 1s discouraged
and opposed, there is a cause. Looking first to the
column “Total for the Schemes,” it 1s sad to find
congregations with a fair measure of strength, say 150
to 200 members, giving as little as $35 for all the
Schemes. One charpe—a city one—$20, and several
Preshyteries from $19 to 3735, with the membership
ranging from sixty to 200, and the salary of the pastor
from §700 to $1,000 Now the question rises in our
mind, * Is the hitch with the pastors?” ar do the
pastors give at all 2 Is there a pastor with the mini-
mum salary who in ordinary circumstances could unot
give one-tenth say. [ the half of this only were given
for the Scheme, then we have the munister giving in
many cases the eatire contnibuticn. and a just cause
for Presbyterial deahing with that congregation for
wilful meglect. T"ut if the congregation is domg all
% the Lttle that i1s wone,” then there 15 room for faith-
ful brotherly deahng by the Presbytery with the
munsster ; for you cannot cxpect anything but irrita.
tion and annoyance where a congregation is preached
at by a mimister who has no personal interest in doing
his share for the work of Christ.

Now 1t may be asked whether Augmentation is
discouraged anywhere, and why? If you go into cer-
tamn districts you will find not only discouragement




