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The ohject of this paper is to bring before tho read-
erg of Tur Pussuvriirian some account of tho remark-
able revival of Evangulical religion in tho North of
Treland, with brief noticos of its chiof agents in tho
present century  The Province of Ulster ocoupyiu%
the northern partion of Ireland, was, at ono timo, of al
the Provinens, the most hostilo to tho domination of
England Intho year 1641 atorriblo massncro of the sot-
tlora from Neotland, by the I oman Catholics, seemedal-
mnst tohave swept out of existenco tho Scotch elomont ;
but the victories of Cromwell soon aftorwards and the
restoratioa of British rulo re-ostablished the Scottish
peoplo.  Still thoy wero oppressed by the ascondancy
of the English Church. Large numbers of the gontry
nud wealthior classes beeame Episcopalinus.  The
tithe system lovied contributions from all clasaes with -
out distinction, for the support of tho cstablished
Epuscopal Church. Yot tho mnases of the peoplo
clung to tho Church of their fathors ; and at the pro-
sont day, nearly half tho Protestantism of Ircland is
found in the Presbytorian denomination.

A subtle enomy of the truth, however, appeared in
theprevalence of Unitarianism, within tho Presbyter-
wn Church itself. A period of spiritual declension
and apathy had come on ; and many somi-infidels em-
braced tho Arian system. A largo proporticn of the
wealth and business of tho North of Ircland was in
thewr hands.

ARIAN MINISTERS

aceupied seats in tho Synud of Tlster ; and thero wore,
w tho year 1823, no less than threo Anan churches
in Bolfast , while unly two or three congregations had
‘Trimtarian ministers. Oujsido of Bolfast there wore
a goud many Unitarian congregations ; but thy masses
of the people were truo to the rehgion of their fathers,
the religiun of John Knox, and Ralph and Ebenezer
Erskine. Some of the most eloquent men in tae
Presbytertan Chiurch were avowed Arians; and that
form of behief was prevalent and popular among tho
wealthier classes.  Towards tho middle of the last
contury an excellent classical and commereinl academy
had been established on very enhightened and enlarged
prmaples. It fell, however, into tho hands of tho
Rov Dr. Bruce, a Uniturian, who deprived it to &
wreat oxteut of 13 public character ; and treated 1t as
if 1t were lus iwn property. A ro-action took place,
and a subseription was started for the erection of an
institution, which should ombrace both a system of
schools and a Collegiate Department. A large pro-
portion of the subscriptions came from India, and
somo from the colunies, the entire amount devoted to
vhe building being £22,000, of which it was ascer-
tamed that not more than £5,000 were contnbuted
by Unitarians. The schools of the institution were
upened n the year 1817, and the Collegiate Dopart
ment was svon after orgamized. The 3’rcabytennn
clergy of Ulster hud hitherto received their collegate
education in Glasgow or Edinburgh ; but an arrange-
ment was mado for their home-training in the col-
legiato classes of the instituticn.  Tho management of
the mstitution, however, fell into the hands of the
Umtarans resident in Belfast,  Collisions of senti-
ment produced trouble and dissatisfaction, which ul-
tunately resulted 1n the abandonment of the Collegi-
ate Department and the establishment of Queen’s
(Belfast) Cullege on a broad pnd general foundation.
In the mecantime, a sharp controversy had risen in the
Synod of Ulster, which resulted . the axpulsion of
the Apan members with therr congrefntxons, who
united together under the name of the Remonstrant
Synod. Tho cluef opponent of tho Unitarans in the
Synod of Ulster was the Rev. Henry Cooke, after-
wards known as Dr. Cooke, of Belfast. Hewasa man
of commanding presenco, tall and slender, but wiry
and vigorous. The Rev. Dr. Henry Montgomery, minis.
ter of Dunmmury near Belfast, and Head Master of the
English Department of the Belfast Institution was his
antazonist. Ho was also tall, rather inclined to corpu-
lence. 1f Dr. Cooko's cloquence might be called Demos-
theme, Dr. Montgom-.ry's was Ciceronian. The ono was
full of tiery cnergy , the other was winning and gracoful.
The result of “Jietr cantroversial war was tho arrest of
Unitariamsm and tho revival of Orthodoxy. In the
year 1823 when I went to the Bolfast institution as a
pupil in the schools, there wero in Belfaat three Uni-
tarian churches, wealthy and influential though not
numerous 1 their membership.  There was one largo
Orthodox congregation of the Symod of Ulster, one
well filled Sccession church, one belonging to the Cov-
enanters, and a small seceding congregation, with tho
celebrated John Edgar, then a very young man, for
its pastor  Allew mo to anticipate the narrative by
the statoment that while the Arians have barely in-
creased the number of their churches, the orthodox
Presbyterians have now no less than thirty congrega-
tions, having in the course of sixty years increesed in
number ten-fold.

In tho year 1826, chiefly through tho influenco of

-Dr. Morgan's Church members, was engaged asa town

Sabbath schools croating an incroased intorest in the
study of tho Beriptures,

EVANOELICAL SBENTIMENTS BAD BRGUN TO REVIVE,

and largor church accommodation was sought for.
Tho old church in Rosomnry streot; which had been
ono of tho two churcbea of Belfast, when William III.
visited tho town in 1690, was full t¢ -vorflowing. Seo
groat was tho demand for aittings that tho ownorship
of o singlo pow could be sold for 100 guineas, necarly
2500. 'Tho young mon who had found Christ in tho
Sabbath school resolvod on erecting anothor church,
the one in Fisherwick Placo, which wns oponed in
1827 by Dr. Ohalmors, and which immedintely called
tho Rev. James Morgan for its pastor. The Rov.
John Edgar had boen ordnined as ministor of a small
Socossion Church in 1820, It may porhaps eurpriso
my voadors to learn that tho ministor of tho old congre-
gotion in Rosemary atreot strenuously opposed both
theso movoments, Tho young ln&mon, who bocano
aftorwards, many of thom, woalthy and influontial,
notwithstanding discourngomonts, parsovered. Thoy
wanted o spiritual homo for themselves and for their
familiea. Fishorwick Placo congrogation s0on bocame
strong and numorous. Dr. Mo was not a man of
brilliant genius, like Dr. Cooko ; but ho was o most
dovoted pa v and a moat imsmivo proacher. Ho
osscssed as much emotion in delivering as any ono 1
inve over heard in tho Kulpit. Besides, ho carried
with him into all his work most remarkablo prudonco‘
or as ho himself called it, ¢ sanctified common-sense.’
Ho induiged in no utopinn or impracticablo schemos ;
but his heart was in his Inbour, both for his own con-
grogation and for tho general interests of Preaby-
torianism. Whon he had been two or threo ycars
pastor of tho Fisherwick Placo congregation, ho
announced to his pecple that Belfast was thon increas.
ing 80 rapidly in population that it would bonecessary
to crect o now church overy zecond year. In tho
meantimo
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had been installed as pastor of Bay Streot congrega-
tion. The two mon, as I have aaid, wore very diffor-
ont from each other ; but thoy both had largo hearts ;
and, after consultation with somo influentinl friends
thoy agreed on erecting o now church in Townsond
streot. The man that waa called to tho pastorato was
the Rov. Josias Wilson, a most genial-hearted Chris-
tian and a capital preacher. He had been o favourite
student of elocution, under the celebrated James
Sheriden Knowles ; and his delivery was rousir;g and
most effective. I may here mention that Mr. Wilson,
aftor amost successful pastorato in Townsendstreet was
called, in 1844, to River Torraco Presbyterian Church
in London. Ho said, in his jovial way, beforo leaving
Bolfast, that ho had preached the end out of two
churches, one in Drogheda and one in Belfast ; and he
hoped to do tho same in London. In less than two
years his hopo was realized ; but his health gave way ;
and he died greatly lamented.

I must hore mention anocther afficient agency for
mission work and church extension, the Belfast Town
Mission, managed chiofly by laymen. About a year
before Dr. Morgan was called frcm Lisburn to Belfast,
an eminently pious layman, Wm. Cochrano, one of

missionary. This was tho commencement of a work
of immenso importance. It was not at first denomina-
tional, though it becamo subsequently Presbyterian.
It was found to bo veory difficult, if not impossible, to
carry on such work on a goneral and non-sectarian
basis. The union into one body of the Sccession
Synod with the Synod of Ulster placed thoe Presby-
tesisns in & moro influential position ; so that it was
thought better to hsve a separate Presbyterian Town
Mission. Tho agents of tho mission were nearly all
cither theological students or licentiates ; and a Inrgo
numbor of the present congregations wero gathered by
this agency. The town mission is still kept up, but I
havo no recent report of its operations.  In 1867 there
ware thirteen agents or town missionaries, besides the
twenty pastors who hed regular churches. This was
a low average. .

There werc also public-spirited individuals, who
employed their money und their sparo time in tract
distribution and house to houso visitation. A dis-
tinguished morchant, Thomas Sinclair, whoso death
afterwards was very sad, was thus instrumental in tho
crection of ¢ Tho Bethel,” or church for sailors.
Aloxandor Mayno, wno still lives and labours in the
Lord’s work, did much also it the distribution of tracts
in thoe neighbourhood of the wharfs among scamen, as
woll &8 in the printing and circulation of religious
literature.

In the year 1859 the Northof Ireland and especially
Belfast was blessed, with

A POWERFUL REVIVAL OF RELIGION,

nccom¥anied by physical demonstrations, such ns peo-
ple falling down in mental agony, and crying out un-
deor conviction of sin. Thoe centro of this remarkable
awakening in Beliast was Great Georgo's Streot
Church, of which tho Rev., Thomas Toye, a native-of
Clonakitty, in the South of Ireland, was pastor. AMr.
Toyc was origieally an Episcopalian ; but ho wos or-
damed to tho ministry by tho Congregational denom-
ination. Ho had, for soveral years, a his own ox-

nao, travelled all over Iroland as an Evangalist
ut, having visited Belfast, ho found thoe peoplo an

tho principles of tho Preabytorian Church agroeablo
to hin viows of Divino truth. Having mado applica-
tion, therefore, to the Proabytorx of Bulfast, o was
rocoived into tho conncetion. Mr. Toyo was a man
of what was cstoomod cccontric habita. Mis ques-
tions respecting porsonal religion, to all, with whom
ho had intorcourso, weoro wondorfully plain, direct
and pointed. For instance, in speaking to n Joubtin
soul, hie would quoto John vi. 37 : * Him that comoth
unto mo I will in no wiso cast out.” Then came
tho questions—¢\Who says this? Who is Josus?
Does Ho mean what He says? Did Ho over turn
any away from Him1? Do you think Ho has tho
heart to turn you away?” 1 tell you,” ho would
say, ‘‘you would bo the very first who could say, ‘I
camo to Josus, nnd Ho rofused to take mo.” He
cannot lio. You honour Him by taking Him_at His
word, comnmitting the keoping of your soul to Him, as
unto a faithful Creator.”

Tho rovival continued through the summeor of 1860 ;
and multitudes wero added to the Church.  Mr., Toyo
went ovor to Scotland for sovoral years in succession,
and was joyfully recoived by many, to whom his
labours woro greatly blessed. Mr. Toyo's stylo of
preaching was very soriptural ; and his illustrations
woro ofton full of postry and beauty. Ho rovelled in
tho works of the oldPI’urxtnn divines, Owen, owe, and
Baxter. Noxt to tho Bible, ho rejoices in the porusal
of thoso venorablo worthics.

In 1808 I visited tho Old Country. Mr. Toye was
stitl living ; but hisvigour had, in a great degreo, loft
him. Drs. Cook and Morgan were algo living. Dr.
Morgan had boen the pastor of my family beforo wo
camo out to Cannda, in 1845. Speaking to him one
day, after my roturn to Ireland, I said : * Do you re-
member, doctor, how you announced many yearsago,
that Belfast was increasing so rapidly that wo required
to build a new church overy second year 1" * Yea!"”
he said, ** I remember it woll.” Did you keep up to
that standard of increaso? “Yos! and in the year
of the revival we built cight churches.” Have you
not, then, doctor, gono boyond the actusl nocessi-
ties? ‘‘No!" he said, *f wo still require more meot-
ing houses.”

I have now briefly akotched the increase of Presby-
terianisma in the capital of Ulster. It was to bo ex-
pected that, as the population of the North of Ircland
was origim\ily from Scotland, and indeed many of the
lending merchants wero natives of that country,
which has been 80 noted for tho emigration of its peo-

lo ; tho religion of tho inhabitants of Belfast woula
go chiofly Presbyterian. In fact, however, other do-
nominations have had large increases. In 1876 the

opulation of the borough was 200,000 ; and the num-
gom of churches of the different denominations, were
Presbyterian, 28 ; Episcopal, 19 ; Mothodist 16 : Mis-
cellancous, 7 ; while Unitarianiam had scarcely in-
creased at all for half a century, hnving still only four
congregations. It may bo called fossilized Christian-
ity.

yOma thing I must not omit to mention, as lnighlfv
creditable o tho successize Marquises of Dougall,
tho ownors of the Iand on which Belfast is built. All
gites for churches and charitable institutions havo
been given freo of rent or othor charges. This was
obviously a great means of faciliating tho increase of
places of worship.

Anothor cause of tho advanco of Presbyterinnism
was tho united and harmonious spirit of the ministers.
Each of course, had chiefly at heart the interests and
increaso of his own congregation ; but Cooko, Morgan,
Robert Wilson, John Edgnr, David Hamilton, Thos,
Toye, Josing Wilson, and Robert Knox were large-
hearted men, far abovo mero sclfish considerations.
They laboured for Christ ; and Christ blcssed and pros-
pered their labour, far boyond their own congrega-
tions, Al these [ have now mentioned have gone to
their reward. ‘¢ They rest from their labours, and
their works do *ollow them.”
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still romains, as far as I know almost tho only ro-

" maining link of the present and past gencrations of

pastors, a man worthy of tho highest honour. A pro-
posal was lately started, by his frionds and admirers,
to get up for him a substantial token of regard and
estecm ; but the honour was respectfully decliued ;
and a request was made, by Dr. and Mrs. Johnston,
that tho money should be given for the erection of
a ** Homo for training orphans.”

Lot nic now add a fow words of application of my
subject in regard to Toronto. This city rcsombles
Bolfast in its mpid increase in wealth and population,
The churches so far seom to have kept paco with the
increase of the peoplo; yet I havo no doubt that city
missionaries would soon gather moro congregations,
without any detriment to tho present churches. BMay
a spirit of missionary cffort and self-forgetfulness soon
characterize all tho churches and all their ministers!

In concluding this brief skotch of Bclfast Presby-
terianism, I may bo asked what scem to have been
tho chief causes of itaincreaso. 1st, I would mention
tho charactor of tho peopio. A moro onterprizing and
intolligont population can bo found nowhere. Any
one, who hps visited tho town and mingled with its




