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snd I feit satisfied'-that hier secret
*as bettaed, but not go, the littie
allxious oiie was a clever actrcs
ainosg Peeps. There was a bank
about twenty feet above the shore,
and on tbis I. stretched out at full
Iength with my head over-the edg ie.
A crow in: a neighboring pine tree
saw mie, and biegan a tirade such
as a bad ten pered crow ,can alose
indulge in. The sasdpiper sawme
too, sud flew up to my side, and
inade acareful inspection; hovever
I was tberg'to stay, and !,he began
to feel niixed about the state of
affairs, but finally disàppeared. In
about fifteen minutes a sulent little
sand piper was to be sieen stealisg
carefuUybe1ween the rocks and
weeds along the shore. Nearer
sud nearershe came, pausing every
few moments toi irake sure she
was unobsèrved. Her anxdety was
evident and ber exciteinent intense,
and just as she had apparently
maaie. up lier mind to run -tu her
nest, some .bauiiting doubt would
develop 'ànd' off she would go in
another direction. The heat was
terrifie, aud where slie ras the
sun's rays struck with violence.
Her littie bill was wide open,, sud
at last jubt as- she seemeclýunable
to control herseif longer, and 1
feit that she..would have to.give up
lier secret, she. took wiz2g, àand 1
heard a gruif farmer say, '1iellaý
wvbat a sreye watchin'X" The7 butit
was Ip for, the time being, so*.l
marked the spotand again returnea
in haif an hour, cosnng sudden-iy
to the edge of the bask, but she
vas took quick for me; but. the

next tinie a shakisg spear of
timothy revealed the nest in 'â
place wbere none but the mo-st
cautious Peep in the-world would
hâve dreamed -of building vin.
right-oithesxideof-a perpèsdIcular
sand bànk. My curiosity was aven-
rêd, 'sd I'%trilst that this little
Peep i~ ~ ne more such

curiou&.visitors during the rest of
the season. -

Te -return te. our excursion.
Leaving'the Loons Island we -pull
to some rocks further east, andias

we approach screaming Tetus tell
-us tlatve are sot wanted. Foolish
birds are these saine terns, givisg
free notice of their breedisg haunts,
and laying their egs Wheee crowgv
and boys cannot fait t6ôYspy them
without an effort. As the. skiff
floats sear the rock, a smnall. bird
darts up frorn a patch of green,
aud- well traised eyes note the tact
that it is sot a familiar formn. Out
cone, the opera glasses, and it does.
sot take the veteran observer long
to recognize th~e Least Sancipper..
No one expects to fisd it breeding
here, as it bas-neyer been recorded
lu Ostarlo, although found .by
Auduboni iu Labrador, and the
Rev. C. J. Young in the Magdalene
Islands. Look, there is the second
bird, and neither seems te minci.
the approach of the skiff, and asî
wve drift within r4 few feet-of them,;
it is possibnr te distisguish every
'markisg,. -and positively identifr
theni. is evidenitthey are-breed-ý
isg. andas the rock- is only soie
forty feet lodfg, and bare with,',ie
exception of ose suinli boggy.patch .,
it will sot-be difficuit to locate-the
nest. Evien when we'disèmbark,
the littie birds do not -take ffight
for some time, sud seemn reéluctant
to leave-the làIhnd, buta, e-eve
about finally take wing andl' Cie
near. On a. heap of drifft resua
tern's egg, the beginuing.of a set
of three-the usual complemént.
We investigate the boggy-pa*tch of
grass, andthe .veteran finds -as he
turss back the wveeds that.he has
almost stepped on the sest. Three
oxquisite pyriform eggs, dlay col-.
ored. and splashed with brown, are
before us, large eggs -for .such smüll
birds, but with au-identity wbich
enables thesi te be easily distin.
guislied. The nest is quitedifferent
from. that of the epôtted sandpiper,
beisg carefulty made ef green
ribbons of water grass, and placed
la a- damp spot, .se, damp in- fact
that as you, press the- mst, water
oôzes into it from.every side. The

egsare dècided1y -spialler than
tkbse'ofthe sootted'san'dpiper, and
proportionatety thinner, viz, xxs


