240 Royal Commission on Ritualism, Vestments, ‘&L

-

Moses ovidontl{, had intercst enough in the epiritual welfare of Hcbab, to de-
siro to proselytize him when he said to him, ** wo ure journeying into the place
of which the Lord said, I will give it you. Come thou with us, and we will do
thoe good, for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Isracl.””  This indeed is the
key note of the proper desire of Israel after the spirit—when the sons of the Church
strive to bring in from hedthen, Atheistic, Deistic, unbelieving, herctical, or
schismatical bodies, those whom they love as brethren in the fiesh.  They feel they
have the true remedy: for sin ahd uncleanness, and they yearn after others that they
may also receive its bealing and & address them, ** come with us and we will do
theo good, for ¢he Lord hath spoken good concerning Isracl.”

The Scribes and Pharisees were most energetic in making proselytes—as our
Saviour bears witness—blaming them not for the proselyting but becauso ** when he
is made, ye make him two fold more the child of Hell than yourselves,”’-—we know
that amongst those present at the great Penticost there were not only Jews but pro-
selytes from other nations, as was also the case in the congregation which heard St.
Payl preach at Antioch in Pisidia—and from amongst the prosclytes of Antioch came
Nicolas, one df the seven Deacons first ordained in the Chureh of Christ—from An-
tioch the place in which the Chureh first received the title of Cunistiax.

The Divine founder, the Head of the ** Church, which is His body,"” gave com-
mandment to his Apostles and through them to their successors.  ** Go ye into,all
the world, and proach the gospel to every creature ' Not, go every body—but go
ye, 1. €., the eleven, the Apostles, and that without limitation ** to every creature.”
Nay more, He teaches in the parable of the ** Great Supper,” that his servants
should ** Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in that
his house may be filled.”’ ah

Would it not then unchristianize Christianity and unehurch the Church if she
gave up the right to go into all nations and proselytize.”

. . ProseLuTos.

A

ROYAL COMMISSION ON RITUALISM, V iSTMENTS, &ec.

.

FIRST REPORT. -

To the Quocn's Most Excellent Majesty,—

Your Majesty baving been graciously pleased to issue a~Commission reciting
that * differences of practice have arisen from varying interpretations put upon the
rubries, orders, and direotions for regulating the course and conduet of publie wor-
ship, the administration of the sacraments, and other services contained in the Book
of Common Prayer according to the use of the United Churchof England and
Ireland, and more especially with reference to the ornaments' used in the churches
and chapels of the said United Church and the vestments worn by the ministers
thereof at the time of their ministration ”’—and that **it is expedient that a full
and impartial inquiry should be made into tho matters aforesaid with the view of
explaining or amending the said rubrics, orders, and directions so as to secure
general uniformity of practice in such matters as may be deemed essential ’—and
enjoining your Commissioners ‘‘ to make diligent inquiry into all and every the
aforesaid, and to report thereupon from time to time as to’’ them, ‘‘or any ten or
more of '’ them ‘‘ may appear to be most expedient, having regard not only to the
said rubrics, orders, and \ﬁereotions contained in the said Book of Common Prayer,
but also to any other laws or customs relating to the matters aforesaid, with rmer
to suggest any alterations, improvements, or amendments with respect té such
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