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giva a larger price for that une than
it would otherwise bring. Stamp col-
lectors will tell you that there is more
demind where all stanps, oZ a particu-
lar issue are easily obtainable with the
exception of one or two. Lss'ues that
are practically obsolete have nu .ctive
demnand.

The highest price ever p ild for a
po:tage stamip vas £1000, or $4,810,
by W. Il. Peckitt, of London, who
bouglit a penny Mauritius stapL of
1847 for that price at auction. last year.
Id is the rarest stamiîp in tlh wor-ld.

* * * 6 *

A stanmp) the valàt) o: 3 e. g prcto sur-
hîargni on the United Stat.si 3 cent

stamnp has been issued for Cuba, su that
the, full set inclul 1 st-it, I yo 10
c de peso.

An error has been distovered in the
5 cent stamnup surcharged for Cuba, the
lower porrion of tlie "B" is broken
moaking th.. surclarg2 read "Cupa" in-
atca1 of "Cuba."

* * * 0 *
A n'w îUnitte- StaItes reveniue stam1p

4 d-S· in valu. lias been issuei.
a 0 * 0 0

The Un. ..1 States Governuieit are
preparing tpecil dies for the u'- uf
large proprietary firnis.

0* * * *

Soue years ago a well known col-
lector, Who is al» a w.g,, caused the
publication of a iory that an ol.1 lady
in Albany, N.Y., lad died and left in
bei will a provision thait her valuable
collection should be divided among the
collectors in the United States who
were fortunate enough to ownî Urattle-
boro stamps. le announced limnself as
the executor uf the esta.te. In that
wîay he was able to lo::ate ail the
Brattleboro stamîps in the worldl. and
succeeded in buying one, which he bad
long ooveted.

Newspaper and Periodical Stamps.
At last the efforts of the staup

collectors have been rewarded. For
ycars philatelists all over the wirld
have been endeavoring to secure for
their collections one or more newspa-
pers and periodical stamps, but with-
out avail, unless, of course, they had
either been stolen or inadverteutly got
beyond the precincts of the Postoffice
Department.

A few weeks ago Postmîaster Brown
of the Cincinnati Postoffice received
a notice frou Wrpshington stating
that the Postmaster General had de-
cided to offer for sale at $5.00 pper
set newapaper and periodical stamps.
Jome of the stamps were originally
valued at $100 a pirce face value. The
Post office De.partment has on hand
about 50,0C0 sets, and of this number
the Cincinnati Post office will get
3,893 sets, which will now represent
a value of 819,465. The stamps will
be on .sale only at first-class Post of-
fices -throughout the country. The
last issue of stamps consisted of 12
denominations; ns follows: lc, 2c. 5c,
10c, 25t. 50c. $2., $5., $10., $25., $50.
and $1.00..

The only way heretofor in which
*the stamîîps got into the land of the
public wouht be through careless Post-
uasters who use them in lieu if the
regular postage stamps, or they were
stoien from the Postoffices. Tie
staips were never put into circula-
(ion, and if the clerk in charge of themn
lost or misplace any lie was held re-
sponsible by the deparim"nt and lad
to niake up the discrepancy. These
stanps were merely used by the Post-
offices as a check on the clerk. Every
concern publishing a news)aler or
periolical of any kind must place on
deposit vith the cashier of the Post-
office an amount sufficient tu cover
the cose of the postage on eaci issue.
This deposit is supposed to le kept
constantly on hand, and the publishers
are expected to pay pronptly on the
publications which they send out.
V4enever such a niail is received at

the postoffice it is weigled and the
number of pounds entered into a re-
cord book. Then sufficient stanios
aire placed not on the package, but in
the receipt book. The stamps are
canceled and every three months the
original receipt, with the stamps at-
tached, is forwarded to Washington.
A penalty was attached to any em-
ployee ot the postoffice Department
who sold the stamps.

Mr. Jacob Kiffer, who since Novemi-
ber 1849, bas been stamp clerk at the
local postoffice, is thoroughly posted
regarding the newspaper and peri-
odlical stamps. le said that the rat-
ing which is now called second-class
mail matter came into existance Janu-
ary 1875. The rate then was two
cents pet pound for dailies and week-
lies, and three cents per pound for
semi-weeklies, semi-monthlies and
monthlies and quarterlies. The rate
vas changed to one cent per pound,

as it now stands about two years af-
ter the enactment of the law, the
stamps then in use he says, were prac-
tically of the same size and design as
the present ones. The designs are
works of arts in ever sense, and it is
n owonder that stamp coliectors are
desirous of adding them to their col-
lections. The first newspapîer and
periodical stamps were of the follow-
ing denoninations: le, 2c, 3c, 4c, oc,
8c, 9e, 10c, 12c, 24c, 36c, 48c, 60c, 72c
84c, 96c,, and $1,92, 83. 86. 39. $12.
$24. $36. $48 and $60.

The use of the stamps were discon-
tinued last July, since then the clerk
meiely uses the receipt as made out
heretofor. This simplifies matters con-
siderably, and gives them less worry.

J. EDW'ARD SOIIN jr..

A QueerPostul Service.
In certain parts of Sweden where

the most absolute confidence is re-
posed in the honesty of the people, a
A very nformal posta system is in
vogue. As the mail st.camter reaches
the landing-place a man goes ashore
with letters which bu places in an un-
locked bor on the pier.' Then the pas-
er-by who expects a letter opens the
box,turns over the letters, and selects
bis own, unquestioned by any oqe,

I Immenise
Bargains--

. . IN ..

Desirable
*-Stamps.

Al Stamîps iii Feine Condition
and the prices are very low.
Canada, 5e beaver, used, cata-

logue price, .06... ... ... ... ... ...
Canada, 10e violet-black, usel.

82.50... ... ... ... .... ... ...8
Canada, 3e cariiinite-redi, ribbed

piaper, used, 81.00... ... ... ... ... ...
Canada, 20e veriilion, used,

15e... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
Canada, 50e deep blue, used, .35
Canada, 2e registration, ver-

milion, used, .25... ... .. ...
Canada, 2e registration, orange,

.04... ... ... ...... .. ... ...
Canada, maî:îple .eaf, 1-2, 1, 2, 3

and 5c, ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

02

1 00

40

09
20

10

022

10
.Canada, maple leaf, oc, scarce... 10
Canada, jubilee, 1-2, 1, 2, 3 and
5... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 35

.canada, jubilee,, 80 violet ... ... 20
C·m -idv-i, jubleel,(, pai r I-2·:- on en-

tree, orig. envelope, fine... ... 40
Canada, bill stamnpi, le orown,

surcharged N. S., 25c... ... ... ... 10
Canada, bill, 2c orange, sur-

charged, 25o... ... ... ... ... ... ... 10
.Newfoundland, .he royal set,

1-«2, 1, 2 and 3, mint tate... ... 12
Nova Scotia, 3p dark blue, used,

$1.75 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 80
Nova Scotia, 2e mauve, used, .75 35
Nova Scotia, 5c blue on entire

original envelope, perfect,..... 20
Newv Brunswick, 1 shilling dull

violet, fine, wide inargins,
33.50.00... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 200 00

New Brunswick, 5c provisional,
1-2 of 10c, on entire orig. en-

velope, fine, would be cheap
at 315.00 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 8 00

Cuba, 1896, set of six va... ... ... . 12

Nova Scotia Stallip Co.
Sherbrooke, Nova Scotia.

SPECIAL OFFER.
Cut ont tiis Coupon ahd send it

to the publisher along with 50
Cents. l return we will senti

The Stamp Reporter
(one year),

and 16 numbhers of the mor.thly S. R.

SEND AT ONCE FORETEY
ARE ALL GONE.


