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Stanip Albumns.
IIY l-DU;Al S. BRI(ITMAN.

WVheu our albums cease te be a living
issue0, wvhen we doîî't care wliat sert of a

storehouseour~cile ihas, it will ho
tirne for us to entertain serions fears that
our interestiu Stanil)s is diiniishing.

As things are inov, the collector bas bis
ages of albums, net exactly the "1seveiu
ages" cf Shaz-kespeare, but au approacli to
it. First we have a "Iblauk albtiir(!)"-
generally a nickel memtorandumn book.
Then w~e -et a quarter printed album,
tîteil the saie iii botter biudiug(, then a
large book and finally we venture te aspire
te the blank albumî. But oui- aspirations
lu the latter Une don't gencrally cone tilt
after our collection lias wholly outgrown a
prînted bock.

It is îny opinion that there is muicl rad-
ically wronýg ivith aIl the priuted albunis
iiow ou the market, uuiless tlîe collec:tor lias
a boutidless store of imoney. For a collec-
tion up to 1500 varieties or so, the half-
dollar book is good enougli, but beyomid
tîtat the ideal album is blank eue of good
quality. I will give my reaseus, lu brief,
fer this opinion.

Iu the cemmen priuted album, au ordin-
ary collection of three te four thousand
varieties is absolutely lest. If yen desire
te display your stamps te ail outsider he îis
generally far more struck by the atbumîdauiee
,of empty spaces than by the geod stamps,

tîtat conte few and far between. He often
gives 'vent to admnirationi of what iii reality
is nothing but a eut of a staunp, but which
lie supposes to be the re:d tlîing. That,
y ou say, is tiot mnuch of a reasoîî for using
a blank album-; just to produce, mi inipres.
sion ou nocu-collectors.

But I have other, and stili more weighty
i*ezisoiis for advisirig yoti te part~ with vour
old albumn andi get a blatik one, if your
finaucial condition allows. If you desire
to ,e a truc philatelist you caui not be tied
clowni to what the zlîîîuîl niaker orclaius
about wvhat to collect and the iiaiiner of
arrangteient. Onle calin, of course, disre.
grard the spicing iu the printcd book and
puît bis stampis iii %vvere lie pilezLse.s, but
what sort of au appearance dces an alhum,
treated like that, present? It bears a de-
cided resemblance to a plece of patchi work
carelcssly fistened to the page of the
book. The collector that <tocs net give
attention te the looks of bis album is one
Nvlio needs somte proddinug lu his philatelic
conscience.

Atiotlier reason wvhy ive should desire a
blauk album, is one somewhat different
froin the ordiuary. It lias~ long 1,een a
superstition, revered on accoutit of its age,
like sorne jokes, that we *muiist have coin.
plete sets nio ;natter wliat, it costs, the
comI)lete set must and ivili be obtaiued.
Certaiinl , it loolis wvel1 to see long ubro-
ken Unes cf stanivs but too often there are
soute scarce ones lu the set, whose purchase


