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PLEASANT HOURS.

THY FATHER WAITS FOR THEE
QFANDERER from thy Fathers

T home,

STl of win, an far away.
Whlt then any fanger mam !

Oh, wilt thou not retuen to-doy
vt thou t Oh, He knowa 1t all,

‘Thy Eather sees, He meets thee here!
e thou U Hear His tender waldl,

4 Return, return ™ while Ho ar near.

He is hero t His loving veire

Hath reached thee, though so far away
He s warting to rejoice,

Oh, wandering unv, o'er thee to-duy.
Whaiting, waiting to bestow

His perfect parden, full and free ;
Whaiting, waitiug i1l than know

His wealth of love for thee, for thee!

Rise and go I Thy Father waits

To welcome and receive and bless ;
Thou shalt tread His palace gates

In rO{nl robes of righteousneas.
Thine shall be His heart of love,

And thine His smile, and thine His

home,
Thine Hia joy, all joys above—
Oh, wandering child, no longer roam !
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't SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

®VERY 8undayschool should

, have somb direet conmection
with Foreign Mission work.

) The sympathy of teachers
and scholars should be secured for
thoss who are gone and going to dis-
tant lands to win them for Christ.
The xomance of the work will have a
9hsrm.for the young, and the duty pf
it should be deeply impressed upon
them. .o

Already very much has been done
by our schools on behalf of Foreign’
Missions. The Juvenilo Association,
Cless Collections, Clfristmas Offerings,
and Blske Systém haverealized s.very
handsome sum of money towards the
funds of the Society. Indeed, the
juveniles of Methodism have raised
since the year 1841 not less than three
hundred thousand pounds for this
noble, Christ-like work. That is a
magnificent result, but during-the next
forty years, with-Doelter organization,
2 much Jargaramount nay ba collected
and given by the same class,

But what is everybody’s business
soon beoomes nobody’s., In each
school somo one earnest Jover of mis-
sions should be charged with the care
of this particular department. As
Missionary Socretary, he should keep

the school well supplied with mission-

ary literature ; the poriodicals
irsued by the Society should be
carefully distributed ; he sbould
organize good plans for collecting
offerings and receiving the money ;
ho abould see that the woney is
promptly remitted to the treas-
urers ; ho should stimulate interest
in overy clasg; ho should arrange
for holding Juvenile Missionury
meatings, and induco suparintend-
onts and others occasionally to
givoe addresses directly bearing on
Foreign Mission work,

It is well to oncourage the
children thewselves to give, and
not meroly to collect from other
people.  They will so be trained
to a good habit, and to the perform-
ance of a Christinn dutv 7 and
they will, perhaps, be saved from
swelling the runks of those dis-
agroeablo people who never cease
to beg for almost any cause from
thoir neighbours, but never are
known themselves to contribute, ,
That easy sort of benevolence that
never sees a caso of need without
wighing some one else to relieve
it, is often very eloquent and
very persistent, but it is some-
what disgusting.

8till, scholars should be encour-
aged to collect. The selection of such
collectors requires care. No slight
moral mischiof has been done by thein-
discriminate distribution of collecting
cards. The Missionary Secretary of
the School should be wido-awake,
prompt, and very systematic in secur-
ing the regular payment of contribu-

| tions from the young collectors.

Our schools make richer gifts to
Foreign Missious thanr gifts of* coiv,
thoy have often given life; they have
sent forth missionaries; they have en-
listed youthful piety, enthusiasm, and
dedication. - It is well to remember
that every Sunday we are teaching
future missionaries ; and, as that is so,
it cunnot be unimportant to work the
class and school 80 that-these boys and
girls -may bo helped in their training
for® their geeat work; and -so that
when they are away in the faroff
lands, and among the strange people,
they may remember the missionary
tone of the school, and feel that:they
are blessed with the sympathy and the
prayers of thoss who are at home.

1t may stimulate teachers to remern-
ber that the result of their work in
their own small classed may be fourd
in years to come among alien, distant
people; in Ethiopia “with its dark
natioos ; among the crowded millions
of China; in vast, gorgeons Indix, or
populous Japan, for the hoys and girls
in whoss young hearts they are quietly
burying holy -seed and blessed truths;
may become -Christ’s confessors, the'
measengers ot the churches in ‘the]
midst of the billions of fallen and
darkened souls) who are moving through'
a dark present to ‘s darker hereafter.”

‘We would-earnéatly ‘recominend 'the
formation of & Brarch Mizsionary
Association in every one of our Bun-
day-schools ; and’ that it should’ be
muade as ¢ffective as’ posaible, so-'as to
eirliss-the ‘hearfy s{!:fi'thy of officets,
teachers, und schol ;
Missionsry Society. Heaver looks
down on no grander'or truer wark
than that of its toilers—work done for

10 record but that of the Book of Life; !
and settled his position 'wmong his

and it is well, indesd; fo train our
children to help to support them who
endeavour to win the world for Christ.
—Wesleyan Jethodist 8. S. Magazine.
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THE SKYLARK.

Hank ! the lark is singing
In the cléar blue sky ;
Now I scarce can see him,
He has flown so high.

Yet hisg tin
Downiward sth] Lo earth,

Shows his little Jeart is
Full of joy gfd\mirth.

Little lark,
Makes so gay ?

Do you Iove the sunshine
This bright snnny day ?

Do you knaw who made us,
And the earth so fair ?

Have you flown tothank him
For hia love and care?

MORAL COURAGE.

N every schozl the difference is

#§R clearly marked between the boy

who has moral courage and the

“" boy who is a mers pulp. .The

one knows how to say ‘“No.” The

other is so afraid of being thought

# verdant” that he soon kills every-

thing that i pure and fresh and manly

in his character, and dries up into a
preméture hardness of heart.

Five lads were once gathered in a
room at s boerding-achool, and four of
them engagedin a gite of cards which
was exprésily fordidden by the rules.
One “of the players was called out.
The three daid to- the. quiet lad who
wae busy 'at sontething else: - .

¢ Come, teke a hand with us, It
is too-bad to have the game broken
o .n!._.

l"“I do not
another,”

* That makes no difference,” ex-
dlaimed the players, We'll show yon.
:Come along’” - e siaon
"“Now thal was:a:
thutlad's life, =~
Hehobly aid: ' o o
« My’ father -does ‘nét: wish' ms to.
play’ cards, and T will ‘hot disobey
him” AU
Thit ‘sentence settled ‘the .matter,

know one card: from

T
. S

associates, He was the:boy who counld
sy “ No,” and henceforth his-victories

‘were made sure and eaxy. I well

‘e
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Tae SKYLARK.

tirning' point in
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remember the pressure brought to bear
in a college upon every young man to
join in a wine drink or to take a hand
in some contraband amusement. Some
timber got well seasoned. Some of
the other sort got well rotted through
with sensuslity and wvice. The Ne-
hemiahs at college have been Nehe
iahs ever since, Tho boy was father
of the man,—Band of Hope.
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THE TICK OF THE CLOCK AT
MIDNIGHT.

. Solemnly, ataminﬁly clear,
Like the throb of n fevered pulsation
Made audiblé to the-ear. .
Through the house ‘teigns a death-like
gilence, - :
The death-fike-silence of aleep,
While the fregments of time, like meteors,
Pass flashing aéray the deep. *
From the coming eternity rushing,
They illume for 8 moment our sky,
But nopower cun‘sm{;tbei: departure,
They touch us and hover by,
They touch on the heart of the watcher,
And utter these words-in his ear:
“Can yoa not watch for one hour,
And our soul stixring mi hear?
We are God’s measengers, speeding
With swift aud invisible flight, |
And we speak to you best in the silence
Of the quiet dead-hush of the night.
Remember we carry our message
Of what ye are doing on carth
To the'Bountiful Father in heaven, . -
Who .endowed you with souls at your
bisths | .
What are ye doing, oh, mortals !
With that glorious gift of a soul?
For what are your strongest ea'rnixi%s,
And what is the Jonged-for goal-
‘Pleasure, and power, and riches,
Leistre artd frecedom from caré—.
Igit for these you are striving3. .
Such strivings mustend in despair.
Like a butterfly crushed in the grasping,
So pleasure is crushed when caugkt,
And power mnust end il weakness
And riches must end in ‘naught ,
While indolent leisare lies basking,”
Sleapily, selfishly glad, D
Till the:.adder of conscience stings:it, -
Axnd the tepror driveth it mad, |
Soon the dawn will streak the horizon
And berald the fateful ddy ;
Prepared T Lo, the kingdom of heavel
Approacheth } Watch and pray !

-~ Heaven will"pl'y for any loss.wo

pay for the loss.cf heaven.
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s AFMIS the click of the clock at-midnight, |

may suffer to gain-it5 but nothing can,
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