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HISTORY OF THE WAR

BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AXND THE;

UNITFD STATES OF AMERICA,

DURING THE YEARs 1812, 1813, axp 1814

CHAPTER X.
{xgersor, in his historical sketch, touches
but slightly on thisaffair,
and appcars indeed, to
introduce it, only for the purpose of depre-
ciating the regulars and militia. * Fort Meigs
was beseiged by Proctor and Tecumseh, with
SEVERAL THOUSAND ExaLism Axp Ixpiaxs*
who, afler many days bombardment, were
compelled to retire. Indians, even under so
valiant a leader as Tecumsch, are of little use
in besieging a fortificd place; and, witnorr
THE INDIANS, the EXGLISH SOLDIERS SELDOM PER-
FORMED ¥UCH.”

Fort Meigs.

General Proctor’s modest despatch will !

ghew exactly what was cffected.

Upper Canada, Sandwich, May 14th, 1813.

Sir,—From the circumstances of the war,
I have judged it expcdient to make a direct
report to your Excellency of the operations
and present state in this district.

In the expectation of being able to reach
the enemy, who had taken post near the foot
of the Rapids of the Miami, before the ren-
forcement and supplies could arrive, for which
he only waited to commence active operations
against us, I determined toattack him witbout

® Wegave, in our last chapter, the exact number of
regulars, Militia and Indians

i delay, and with every means in my power;
but from the necessary preparations and some
‘untoward circumstances, it was not in my
I power to reach him within three weeks of the
period I had proposed, and at which time he
might bave been captured or destroyed.
From the incessant and heavy rains we ex-
perienced, and during which our batteries
were constructed, it was not until the morning
of the 1st inst., the fifth day after our arrival
at the mouth of the river, twelve miles from
' the enerny, that our batteries could be opened.

The enemy, who occupiced several acres of
commanding ground, strongly defended by
block-houses, and the batteries well furnished
with ordnance, had, during our approach, so
completely entrenched and covered himself, as
to render unavailing every cffort of our artik
lery, though well served, and in batterics most
judiciously placed and constructed, under the
able direction of Captain Dixon, of the Royal
Engineers, of whose ability and unwearied
zeal, shown particularly on this occasion, I
cannot speak too highly.

Though the attack has not answered fully |
the purpose intended, Ihave the satisfaction
to inform your Excellency of the fortunate
result of an attack of the cnemy, aided by 3~
sally of most of their garrison, made on the
morning of the 5th inst., by a reinforcement
which descended the river a considerable dis-
tance in & very short time, consisting of two
corps, Dudley’s and Rosswell’s, amounting to
thirteen hundred men, under the command of
Brigadier-General Green Clay.  The attaek
was very sudden, on both sides of the river.




