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AN IDEAL HOME.

«I Teiie is the spot of earth suprcmecly blcst,
A (Icare--, swecter spot thanl ail the rcst."

The home of the Paliniers stands just, whiere the winding
Arno river crowvds the Elton turnpike against, the southern spur
of Wildwood miountain, about a mile fron '.-le city of Barton, iu
the Province of Ontario. Thie plain, square-built, stone hiouse
looks throughl the parkz-like cluiîup of shapely elmns and niaples
down over the vafley toward the eastern sun. Away to the southi
on both sides of the river, as far as the eye can reachi, field fol-
lows field like the blocks of an immense chless-board. Toward
the north, risingr in casy slopes and levels, Mie nountain -wears
lier prima! dress stili unnmatrrecl by hiuman hiand. Behiind the
hiouse the vailey gradually rises igçlier and highier tilli h ends iii
a shieltered grien in the bosomi of the inountain, whiere nature in
wondering pause before lier own handiwork liad let fail the
grrace of Edeni's bowers.

The iiimiediate surroundings of the hiouse wvere beautiful
froîii the absence of tlîat primn iathemnatical regularity and ex-
aictniess %vliiel is, for soniie inconceiv<able reason, called artistic
and 1ieautiful. Everywvhere nature hiad been the master artist,
and man lier -tiiliing and teachable co-worker. In somne places
lier too bountiful hiand hiad been stayed, lier wanton luxuriance
checked; in others lier more feeble efforts hiad been encouraged,
andi lier fainting oflgpring cllerishied.

The wild ivy aud the grape w%,ere not. divorced fromn the
chuis to, whichi nature hiad -%,,,d thein. Mie liepatica and the tril-
ljui stili lovcd the sun--kissed knofl, aud Mhe fragrance of the
violet and the dog-rose still breathied fron the mariigin of the
ripplingr brook whichl washied flhc sanie chiannel as whien its
waters inirrored the thirsty deer. Tie painted orchids too aîîd
eglatitlu hiad forg(,otten to fiee to tie wilds at, nan's approacli.
Side by side withi Chose llîidren of the forest, gYrew the clioicest
products of the fiorist's art. The conmnonaity and the nobility
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