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COOLONIAL.

AcricurTurar Disrress 1N U. CaNapa.—
As very many persons of the Agricultural class
in thus Province, havo recently nanifesied
a spieit of discontent with Nova Scotja. as an
Agricultural Country, and os this disposition
has produced a copious Emigration to U, Cana-
da, the enquiry has been thrust upon us, what
hopes can they have of bettoring therr circum
stances in that Country? and, we must confess,
that we have been all along of opinion that they
were commiting very serrous mistakes, as well
for themselves as for the prospects of their fami-
lies.

In occupying a now country, men generally
find that the best portions of it produce great
Cropa for a few years, without the aid of artifi-
cial means, but in a few years this exuberance
of native fertility becomes exhausted, and unless
skill and science is applied to it, to teproduce
and keep up its vigour, barrenness ensucs; tig
has been tho case here and in Prince Kdward
Island, and it will he no less certwnly the case
in Upper Canada. Unless, therefore, these
Ewmgrants carry with them that scientifje
knowledge of Farming, which will enable them
to keep up the fartility of the soil, they wmust 1n
a few ycars be in a worse conditton than thev
were in here, in #s much as the prico of fabour
in Canada is at least as high, and the valge of
produce 1s less than half its value here, owing
to the distance from market; add to this, that
the price of British and West India Goods aro
in the same ratio, increased lo the settler, from
the saine cause,

Farther, they are in error when they suppose
that the Climata is more genial than our own,
except a very small portion of it'included in the
angle between Lakes Ontarwo, L rie, and Iuron.,
Any person who has examined the,range of the
Thermometer in Upper Canada, witl be satsfied
that the nigour ot a Canadian winter is equully
durable, ard even more severe than 1y Nova
Scotis,

We would therefore recommend to those who
are under the influence of a spirit of restless.
ness, lo peruse with attention the followine
report of a & lect Commutee of the House o°t
Assembiy .ol'U;mper Canada It spaaks volumes
on the subject, and can be depended upon as an
authentic and true picture of tihe present state
of that country,

Let them reflect, that if they possess Agricul
tural knowledge to cnable them to Keep up
fertilty 1n the soil of Upper Canads, the same
k'nmvltfdge'- if spplied skiliully to the soil of
Nova Scotia—will not farl 1o produce abundance
and comlort to themselves and famihies, '

The Committee referred to, wys appointed in
consequenice of numerouvs Petnions haviog Leen
presented tothe House, complaming of agricul-
tural distress,and praywg for reaet: nay remady
we should thunk, the local government can uppl;-
must be of hitle avuil, unless thev can prevail
vpon the Imperial Parlinment to r;spt-nl certan
Acts, regulating tho internal trade of the coun-
try,—and cven then, local remedies must be
extremely partial in their effects, while the price
of lahour continues so aut of provortien fugh,
when compared wih the value of the praducts
ol the sod, and white there is a redunduncy of
chenp land, this evil will be less or more {elt.—
Eo Bzz.

AGRICULTURAL AND COMMERCIAL DISTRXSS,

First Report from the Select Cominittee on the Com.
mercial state of the Province of Upper Canada
together with documentary epidence. '

- MEMBERS OF COMMITTRE ;

essrs. James Wilson M

Shaver, M*Micking, and ISur(a(;ad?lmmn
ORDERS oF REFERENCE. — On motion of Mr.

Mackqnzxc. feconded by Mr. Roblin, ordered, That

& 3; ccial committee bhe appomted to enqmre into the

#late of the trade and cominercy of this Piovince

with other parts of the World, aud to conmder whe-

») Mackenzio,

ther any, and if any, what altorations and jmprove-
ments should bo made thevew, that the Comunttee be
ontrusted with power tu send for porsuns, papers,
and records, and with pennssion to report 1o the
Houso by address or otherwise, and that to tlus com.
nntteo be refurad s Excoliency’s Messago accompa-
nying Mr. Socretary Rico’s despateh on grain and
flour.

{Traly extractod flom the nunutes of the 26ih Ja-
noury, 1835.]

Ordered, That the petition of William Cunningham
and others, on the subject of a Loan Office, be refor-
rod to the Comnuttecjon Trade, with power to send
for persons and papors, and to report by bill or other-
wise.

{Truly extracted, &c.)

[Other potitions from bodies of the Agricultural
population wero referred to the same  Commttee.)
REPORT.
3.The Sclect Conmmitico appomted to enquirs into the
condition of the Trade and Commerce of tus Pro.
vince with othor parts of the world, and 1o consider
whether any, and sf any, what alterations snd nn-
provements should be made thotemy, und to whom
was referred Ing Excellency’s miessage sent dowa with
Mr. Sceretary Rice’s despatch on gea and flour, and
the petition of certam whabitants of this provmee,
compluming that at a iune when a great part of the
population are involved w debt to an alarmmg extent
for lands they have purchased, a great and uneapec-
ted depression has taken place in the price of agrienl.
tural produce, and praymyg for such rehief as 1t may
bo withi the power of this Legislature to extend—
have made soine progress i the mvestigation of mat-
ters referred to them, and agreed to the lollowing as

a first reporti—

The case subnutted to your committee by the peo-
titons of the proprictors of the soil, 13 ono of severo
distress, alecting tho<e mterests of ths country which
are of a fised and permanent nature as cowmpared
wuh the ueual objects of commercial enterprice, and
which will require the carly and careful consideration
of the House, and the cfficient co-operation of the
government to lessen and alleviate.

With a view of ascertanung the extent of the de-
pression under which wheat and flour, the chief staple
commodities ramsed for exportation have fallen i the
Montreal market, your conumitice put the followmg
questions to filicen of tho membees of the House,
practical farmers, remding in various parts of the Pro.
vince.

What 1s the averuge cost or production of twenty
bushels of merchantable wheat in your country,{with-
out tahing into consideration or malking a charge for
Interest or capital invested in the land.)

The result of these caleulutions was us follows:

Halifax Currency,

Mr Gibson, York County, £212 8
Mr. Wason, Prnce Edward, 3 00
Mr. Alway, Osford, 2 0 0
Mr. Gilchnist, Northumberland, 3 00
Mr. Cook, Dundas 215 0
Mr. Shibley, Frontenae, 217 0
Mr. Woherton, Liuncaln, 210 0
Mr. Hopkins, Halton, 810 0
Mr Sumuth, Wentworth, 2 00
Mz, Clushelm, Glengarry, 8 00
Mr. Roblin, Prince Edward, 3 00
Mr. Waters, Prescott, 315 0
M Shaver, Dundas, 215 0
Mr. Yagar, Hastngs, 210 0
Br. Perry, Lennox & Addington, 215 0
The average result s, 2135 111.2

or two shullings and sune pence half penny per bushel,
On the shores of the Lake Ontario it ranges frowm half
a Collar to three shillings; Eastward, m Glengarry
and Ottawa, it r1ses from thice stiullings to three shii-
Lings and nmcpence; and Westward, s the Gore aud
London Districts, falls to between half a dollar and
tuo slllings of our cutrency.

Tue price pa-d by tne merchants i Toronto and
the County of York duning the present winter, 15 from
2+ 6d 10 32, and the cost of conveyance of a bushel
of wheat fiom hence 1o Montreal, 1s from fourteen to
fificon pence.—The prices there have ranged between
49, aaa s, 6d. duting he last hall year, and there s
very ltttle prespect of improved prices, The cost of
conveyance 1s mereased from the London Distnict so
as to counterbulance the snpenior productivencss of
tho suil; and although there s less expense of freight
and charges betwece Montreal, the Ottawa, and Glens
garry, yet the natural disadvantages of climate under
wiich the Eastern Distrcts lubor, scem to place them
but on a level g to the prices with the country ticar
Luke Enec.

M C:wthra, a merchant of extensmve dealings here,
sta.c uevidence, before your Committee, that the
expense of conveying a bushel of wheat from Cobourg
or Toronto to Montreal, was 1s. 24. te 1s. 8d.; from

Prescott to Montreal §d., and from Kettle Cscek on
Lake Erie 18, 7d:

The immediato cause of distress is thus shewn to
be ¥n iadoquacy of return; the cluel’ product of the
soil does not now obtam, m any market, foreign or
gomeslic, a prico which replaces to the producer the
cost of production, nor s there a return of wterest on
the capital onginally investod ether m buying and
cleatmg of waste lands, or i tho purchuse” of im-
proved ustates,

Your Committee have not made a very minute m-
quiry as to tho values of ashes, beef, pork, and other
staple exports, although itis a well hnown fact that
thoy do not bung to the agricultunst a remuncrating
price for lus capital and lubor,

Tlie average, last scasoit, at Quebec, for poarl ash.
es, was about 25s 6. the cwt.; and for pots 24s.—
pork was met in that market by a supply from lre-
land, and the prices full mn consequence.  Lumber ap-
peara to have been the only staple which commanded
fuvourablo prices; but there are many sections of the
Provinee winch 1eceive bittlo or ne henelit from it an
an exportto places abroad.  Although 1122 vesscle,
wmeasuning 315,803 tong arrived, last yoar at Quobec,
the greater number beieg fur cargues of lumber, yot
thero 15 such an uncertanty as to the course the
Brush Gosernmoent may pursue with regard to the
discnmmnating  duty n fasour ,of Amencan timber,
that the disposition to embark capital m that very
precatious articie of tratiic 13 much Jesseacd, of late
yeats,

Another caso of distress i9 o be found in the re-
strictions laud on all the trado of the Colony and the
disadvantages under which the land owners and nier.
chunts labour, as compared with the sawe clasies on
thie opposite frontier.

Laws for the regulation of our trade and commerce
are enacted in the Parlament of the United Kingdoin
and contnuaily changed and varied without our being
consulted for our interest, although the value of our
labour and property 1s unduly ativcted by this ever-
varying system of legislation,

In the United Statos, the diffcrent sections of the
several stater are (auly and equally sepresented ac.
cording to their numbers n the body which regulates
their commerce, und thereby raises or depresses the
value o teoir industry and estales.

By «ac fiscal regulations or Great Braun affecting
the conunerco of Upper Cavada, customs culies are
ordered to be levied at our shipping places, of 7 1-2,
15, 20, and even 30 per cent on thy vnlue of imported
articles of the first necessity 1o an ngricultural come
tmumty, if those articles are not mported from Eng-
tand or some of her Colonics, but f imported from
England or ker Colonses, theylate only subject to 21.2
por cent on the L1900 value, and in some cases duty
lzee.

Some articlea of general utility aro prolubited to
be imported unless an British ships or from a British
port.

Our trade by sea is carried on almost exclusively in
Bratsh siupping and for the advantuge of cupitalists
residing i Europe,

Although 1t1s obviously the most convenient and
suitable fur us to raise a revenuve for state purposcs
by custums duwa levied ou articles of foreign growth
or manutacture of a hke kind with those which form
the staple commodities produced and manufactured in
tis Province and although England segulates our
uade €0 a3 .0 protect her manufactures agamnst all
foreign competition m our markets, yet 1t 1s declared
Ly the lmperial Acts oflate years, that heavy duties
shall be chargod on the importation of those foreign
articles whicn we require, but do not produce, while
the importation of the staple commodities of the
neighbouring Republic, bemg the sanic as ours, shall
be duty free.

England claims an exclusive monopoly 10 our mar-
kets—sho sllows us none in Lors.  Out beef and pork
are prolubuted in her home dominions and vur pot and
poarl ashes subject to the same rates of duty at Lon-
dun or Liverpool as the pot and {pearl ashes of the
South shores of Erig¢ and Ontario. The shipping of
Great Botain at Quebec give ne preference to imber,
live stock, flour, beef, and pork brought from Upper
Canada over the same articles brought from the United
States,Jif we sell cheapest, they buy from us, not other-
wise.

By the ninth section of nn Act of the Imperial Par-
liament passed on the 28th of August 1833, which
hasnot been placed on our statute book, and which
1tis probablo that not ono of a hundred of out popu-
lation cven heard of, (the 3rd and 4th of William 4,
Cup 50) 1t 1s enacted that United States wheat,
wheat tlour, beef and pork, inay be imporied into the
Canadas cither by sea orinland navigation, free of
duty—as also, that tho wheat, wlheat tlour, beef and
pork, thus brought into competition with ours, may be
shipped at Quebec in Britush Skips only, to any part
of the British West Indies, thercto be adinitted on the
same terms as the like produce of Upper Canada is
admitted. United States flour may be sent to Halifax
or St. Johns in British ships; there itis war



