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Ufflork fur , 0 lt Mîtnne a11 qjrab.

?IOINE EPRING IN 9711E LAXD OF
GIAIC.S.

WONDER hom, mny reailors of the
-~ Ass~nhave rcad of Patagonia
silice tbley loft off geoglraphly lessons
at sehool. No doubt the Nvord
conjures up dira visions of copper-

colonrcd giauits, for someothing big in the way
of lmnity is generally ail we associato wvith
the 1word Patagolnian. IL is 21et, however,
for the big, Thdians I clailli the iuiterest of iny
leaders at prescult ; it is for the struggingi.

Msinof the Welsh Churcb te the \Velsh
settlement iii that Nvild couutry.

1 canuiot liera lind space to go into details of
the folnnding of the Chupat Welsh Colony, the
privations and bardships incidentai te inch, ai,
undertalcin-, the narrow escapes ftein perishing
by famine, ana from hostile savages. Ainxng
the carliest settiers were stainicli Clhînien,
i'ho liept the faith of their fathers ainid nîany
inducements to join sorne eue or other of the
numerous sects whichi are represented in the
Colony-and, I griove te say, in the face of
aîîether dificulty inueli harder te bear, tbe
cold niegî,ct of the Mother Chiurchl at borne.

For years they waited, Nvithi mally a sieken-
il)- hope deferred for a priest of their ancestral
faiLl. Mýeanwllile they tauglit thecir bildren
the Chiurcli Cateebîsmn, and assernbledl lnder
the direction of one of their felws te wvorsbip
as far as they could under Lay ministration.
It is touehing te think of these lonely exiles o!
the Ohurcli raising with bearty Celtie voices
the glorieus sang ef praise that unites al
Chiristendem in the Cathiolie faiLli, traly testify-
ing by their constaucy ' Yr Egtw[ýys Letin trwy'r
hon fyd a'tih addef di' : The ilely Chureli
throughout ail the world doth ach-noNvledgo
Thee.

At last, through the generous aid of the
South American Missionnry Society, and tho
strenueous efforts of a goed clergyman iii Wales,
who had kept up correspondence withi some of
his old parishioners arneng the Colonists, a
clergyman -%vas sent forth in 1882 te gather
iLet the feld thoso exiled shcp. iie wvas
~veIcomed by Churclimen and Dissenters alilie,
and many of tlîe latter learna te love the

Churcli of their fathers, now that it was brouglit
near te therin iii a strangeo land.

Tlierc arc now between two and threo
thousand people i Oliuipat, iiearly ail WTelsh.-
Thoiwh willing te do all they can for Clmrch
Support, they are net able to givo rnucb moncy
-being poor, hiard -wrigfariners, earning
nost of thiri living by cultivatinig wheat,

Iwhich in that ahnost rainless district is a very
precarious business.

F or the Iirst year or two after tho clergymian
arrivcd aiiuorg thera ble hiarvests failed utterly
throuffh dronghit, but the poor Colenlists chleer-
fully gave theilr hel]» in labour and iliaterial te
buaud two littie chtirehes of tho siînplest kind ;
and, niorcover, helped the Chaplain and bis
family by iniany as-'ds of hospitality. Silico
thon things have prosperedl more. Therc is
now a railway betwecii the sca and the Settie-
nient-thiat railway brouglit something botter
thal moere temporal convenlience te tho Colony:
it brouglit eut a inost earnest Lay-lielper in its
manager, Ur. Erasînus Jones, a Welshiman,
wvho iii London had labourel liard te hiee» bis
couipatriets together as Churelinen, in whlat is
lcuown in W\ales as the ' West-end Mis-
sion.,

This gooa maru at once laid. limiself eut te
assist thc Chaplaiîî, and, as tho latter's district
is very scattered (long days' journeys between
varions posts), bis iielp wis very valuablo.

One of the most pleasant features ef this
Mâission is the able and readly lielp afforded by
Lay memlbers. 1 hope at soma future time te
bc permitted te give interesting extracts of
letters frein tho Waelsh Settiement.

A newv country is noiv being opened up at
the foot cf tho Andes-a fertile country nover
beforû trodden by the feet of Europeans. A
daring band of Welshimen have pùshied on
through ncarly 800 miles of deserts. Among
them 'woiild probably hoe Mr. Jonathan Davies,
eue of the earliest settiers, wvbo liad from the
very first holà a Sunaay Sehool and taught the
Catechism te the ehildreu. Ho says: 1 If I go
i 'nill rcad the Chureh prayers as I have done
borc, and I pray that the turne is net far off
wheu the sound of a chureb bell shall ring
threugli the vallcys of the Iofty Andes.' He
concludes with au eirnest appeal te bis fellow-
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