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broke his parole to join her, and after hiding for
some days in tho sea-coast caves of Brrig, obtain-
cd permission to return to Killai, and found half
the vats, salt, and ivon in his stures remosed by
the angry French, and his dwelling-house almost
a wreck.

The bishop's dining-room, on the evening of
the landing, half an hour beforo the scene of
tranquil festivity, was soon turned into a nosy
guard-room crowded with gesticulating French
suldiers dragging in leather valises and cases of
ammanitun, and with prisoners being examined
by savage-lovking republican officers, winle in
vue curner asurly-looking grenadier captain was
having a severo wound dressed by asurgeon and
las agsistant.  Three hundred soldiers swore and
chattered in the court-yard and offices. Imme-
diately on entering the dining-room, the ishop's
butler was called fur, ordered to collect all the
plate and secure it in his pantry. Not an article
stulen, nor 30 much as a hat, whip, or great-coat
pilfered from the ball. The ycomanry were
lucked in the drawing-roum in the middle floor.
Two bed-chambers adjuining were scized for the
general and his principal officers.  The attic
story, o library, and three bedrooms were reser-
ved sacrecly fur the bishup and tus fumily, and
only on one ocension did the officers ever cuter
those rooms, and that occasion was the evening
the tidings reached the Freach of their victory at
Castlebar,

The bishop has left us a vivid picture (worthy
of Waverley) of the first nighs after the landing
of the French. @ Itis not easy,” he says, * by
auny force of language to convey an adequate
idea of the miseries of that first night which suc-
ceeded to the landing of the enemy. Yo the ter-
rified imaginations of the town's people the cas-
1le instantly presented itsell as tho only place
wliere they could have a chance of safoty. Thicher
accordingly they fled, withoat distinction of nge,
sey, or condition, furciug they way into cvery
corner of the house and offices, occupying the
staircases, spreading theough tho bed-chambers,
and sume of them even thrusting thetuselves and
thicir children into the same beds with the infants
of the bishop's family. Women thathad lain sick
in their beds for a month before and oneold lady
past cighty, who was bed-rid, and believed to be
at the poiut of death, gathering strength from
despair, contrived to work their way to the very
top of the house, Chairs were placed round the
lubby of the attic story, on which the fumily,
with some of their principal acquaintance, re-
mained withouta thought of repose for the whole
night. Indecd the leaden hand of sleep could
not have closed apy cye-lids but thosc of an in-
fant. The whole house resounded like a bedlam
with the loquacity of the Frenchmen below, and
the shricks and groans of the fugitives above.
Among the last there wanted not some, who
suught consulation from the whisky bottle, 1u con-
suquence of which they became presently so cla-
morous and troublesome, that it was found ncces-
sary to restrain them by force.

Two ofthe bishop's clerical guests, bad fled on
foot to the mountains on the first alarm, leaving
thuir horses to be seized by the French, but the
Dean of Killala brought his wife and childgen for H
shelter to the castle, the Reverend Robert Nixon,
curate of the parish, and the Reverend Mr. Lattle,
of Lachan, also sought the sameasylum with the

bishop, his eleven children, and his thirteen ser-
vanis,

On the morning after his arrival, Humbert
pushed forward to Ballina a detachment of &
hundred men, forty of whym ke mounted on the
best horses hic could find ia the country. He
conccaled under the arch of a bridgo near Killa-
12 a sergeant’s guard, to watch the caemy's re-,
connoitrers. A shot from this ambuscade proved |
fatal to a brave soung clorgyman, the Reverend
George Fortescue (uephew to Lord Clermont),
who had put Limsclf at the Lead of a party of
observation from Ballina. Tho town at once
fell into the hands of the French, the carbineers,
tho yeomanry—all but onc fat lazy fellow, who
was caught in bed—taking tu their heels with
great unanimity Hambert returned to Killsla in
triumph in poor Mr. Fortescuc’s tvo-horse cur-
ricle, with the fat ycoman (looking like o scal

Just awoke) by lis side in full aniform. Several| but the fishermen snd carmen did not respond.
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hundreds of rcbel peasants, recruits, rent the
air with their ncclamations, A green flag, with
the mscnption » Erin go Bragh,” was now mount-
ed over the castic gato as a rallying standard
for the pkemen, tv whom arms, clothing and
ammunition were to be at once distributed.
Rendy money would agrive in the very first ships
from Frauce. In the mean time goods brought
in voluntardly were to bo pmd for by drafis on
tho future Irish Directory. For the first three
days the French comunssary of stores speat fus
whole time 1n wriung these valuable ducuments,
but at last he began to treat the matterasa joke,
and the people soon learned to cousider 1t In
that ight also. Other promises were, however,
more promptily fulfilled, Chests, each contain-
ing forty fusils, and boxes crammed with new
French umiforms and gaudy helmets, were ua-
locked 1n the castle yard, and the contents given
to the first applicaots, About one thousand
peasants were completely clothed; the next
comers received everytinng but shoes and stock-
ings; to the last arms only weroe given—in all,
about five thousand five hundred stand, accord-
ing to French reckomung, The muskets were
well made, but the bore was too swall for Eng-
lish buliets ; the carbiues were especially good;
the swords and pistols werc reserved for the
rebel officers,

The country people pressed forward to snatch
these fatal preseats, forgetting tbat an English
army of scarcely fower tban one hundred thou-
sand men was already marcling fast towards
county Mayo. The ragged plougbmen and bog-
cutters hardly knew themselves when dressed,
washed, and powdered. The Freunch soldiers
watched with droll contempt the avidity with
which the Irish recruits fell on thoir allowance
of fresh meat. Thcy reported that one Irish
sasage, having been given eight pouuds of beef
at once, threw lmself on the ground and gnawed
aiat like a wild beast ull it was all consumed.
Many of the recruits were freced to join by the
menaces of their friends and the dread of rumour-
ed Urangeman oppression. The bishop pants
quite a Hogartluan picture of the vanuty and igoo-
rance of these raw, hot-blooded levies :

“ The coxcombry of the young clowns 1o their
nevw dress, the mixture of good humour and con-
tempt in the cuuntenances of the French, employ-
cd iu making puppies of them , the haste of the un-
dressed to be as fine as their naighbours, casting
away thewr old clothes long before it came to
thetr turn to recaive the new; above all the
merey acticity of o hundsome young fellow, 2
mar:ae officer, Whose business 1t was to consum-
mate the vamty of the recruits by decoraung
them wath helmets beautfuliy edged with spotted
brown paper to look hke leopard's skin, a task
which be performed standing on & powder bar-
rel, aud making the helmet fit any skull, cven
the largest, by thumping it down wiuth his fists,
careless whether it could ever be taken offagain—
these were circumstances that would have made
you smile, though you had been just come from
secing your house an flames. A spectable not
less provoking to mnirth preseated itsclf to your
view, 1f you fullowed the new soldicrs after they
bad received their arms and cartrnidges, and ob-
served ther manner of using them. It was com-
mon with them to put in their cartriages at the
wrong eud, and when they stuck m the passage
(as they oftec. did), the 1averted bareel was set
to work against the ground till it was beatand
uscless, At first thes were trusted with balls,
as well as with powder. But tlns practise was
not repeated, after 1t had gone near costing ins
lLfect General Humbert. As he was standing
at an open widow in the castie, the general heard
o ball wiustle by s car, discharged by an
awkward recruit 1 the yard below, whom he
instantly punished with an uomeraiful camng.”

The young Svldiers were especially fond of
shovting the ravens (that, since the civil war,
uwiag tu the number of unburied bodics, had 1n-
creased :n the devastated parts of lreland) for
their quills,

The Freuch now reyuired boats at oace, to
tragsport the artilery and stores from theit
ships, and cacts and borses to brung them from
the shore to the town. High prices were offercd,

-

Tho hishop was then applied to: but he said that
he was a new comer, and, morcover, had no an-
thority, civil or personal, in the town. Jlumbert
replied that hio was the principal inhabitant,
Kirkwood the magistrate having fled and broken
his parole, and he must and should procuro a
supply of boats and carts, and that in twenty-
four hours,

Next morning, when neither boat nor car ap-
peared, Humbert becamo furious. He poured
frrth a torent of vulgar abuse, roared, stamped,
1a, ! lus hand frequently on a scimitar that bat-
tered the ground, presented a pistol at the
bishop's eldest son, nnd at last told the nshop
Inmself that he would mako lum sensible he was
not to ¢ trufled with, for he should punish hig
disobedience by sending him iustantly to France.
Orders to this cffect were given on the spot to
an oflicer, who delivered the bishop in charge to
a corporal’s guard, only allowing lnm to put on
lus hat, The inbabitants stared in sileace, as
they saw their bishop conducted on toot through
the town. The French soldiers marched him at
a good pace aloog the road that led to the ships,
and scemed to have received orders not to an-
swer any of his questions.

Their pretended ferocity was only a rase de
guerre.  Half a mile from town the general sent
an express to call back the bishop, and the
French officers loaded lm with apologies for
their hasty but good-patured chief. Humbert
bimsclf received him on the castle stairs, and
pleaded the necessity of the oceasion. ‘Che fish-
crmea and boatmen, alarmed for their good
bishop, had alréady appeared.

Though tho enemy was full of professions, and
took notbing with them but what was absolutely
necessary for the field, they nearly ruined the
poor bishop, They buraed thirty tons of his
coal in one montb, besides setting the kitchen
chimney several times on firo with their ragofits.
They drove away bis nine horses, and six more
belonging to Ins guests, They consumed his
corn, potatoes, and cattle, before they touched
those of any one else. They emptied bis well-
€illed cellar and larder in three days. Thry car-
ricd off his cars, carts, and waggons, so that
the worthy prelate computed his loss in thirty
days only, at six hundred pouads.

Aeanswhule, the cnemy's main body, under Kil-
maine, had landed, and had scarcely began their
march, when & flag of truce arnived from Castle-
bar, curried by Captain Grey of the carbineers,
He came, under pretence of inquiry for an officer
wouuded at Ballina, to discover the strength of
the enemy. He privately told tho bishop that a
force three times Humbert's number waited at
Castlebar to give a good account of the enemy

Everywhere before the French advance flut-
tered the impudent proclamation of General Kil-
maine. In this caricature of republican aggres.
sion be smud that & baud of heroes had come to
hiberate the Irsh from the haods of tyraats, to
teach them the arts of war, and to despise the
« low pursuits of toil and industry.” « We have
made,” samid tho gasconader, * all the nations
we have conquered bappy by arresting their
property, by applying it to the common cause,
aud consecrating it to the champions of liberty.
Property is a common right belonging to the
valour that gseizes it.” (Could Canning have
written & more bitter parody than this of in-
tolerant and fanatical republicanism?) ¢ We
havealready destroyed the unaspiring tranquility
of Switzerland, and the wealth, the power, and
the bigotry of Italy ave no more.” The procla-
mation ooded by wmploning the Irish to cast off
the bondage of religion, and to put down * that
grand mmpostor, the Pope.” The Insh were to
¢ fly to tho Freoch standard, and enjoy at once
tho blessings of French fratermity.”

The French entered Ballina with about nine
hundred bayonets and two thousend pikes.

Tlhe oracns that greeted them were not favour-
able. No disaffected Protestants joned the tri-
colour, no well-to-do persons of any kind, On
a trec, in o conspicucus piace, hung a rebel
agent, exccuted for having a I'rench commission
1 s pocket, The French officers cmbraced the
unconscious rascal, * bedewed the body with
tears of sympathetic civism,” exposed tho corpse
i the streets to excite the populace against the



