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3 ; rexions of \he West, and the presalent high rates fe | xinte, bt every fantly that suities among wy, contn.
THE HIGH PRICE OF PRODUCE, butes to the country’s weulth aund strength,

I any oue had predicted three yenrs ago that 2t year

_after the termination ¢f the Reeiprocaty Freaty with
the United States, fadl wheat would bo worth o2 pur
bushel in Capada, he would have been put down
either as n incurablo lunatie, ar a wan whose powers
of foresight had been irretrievably ruined by grain
speculation  Tor eeveral years previous to 1809, prices
had ruled steadily below £1, with tho esception of 2
tow monthe, during which S1 to #8103 was tonched,
uand a3 this was At a timo when crapsz vere short here,
and the reciprocity treaty in full for ¢, it scemed asat
the old masinum average of 3l v us to be the rule of
tho trade in future.  When it wame evident that re-
clprocity was doomed, the geweral enpectalion was
that a duty won'ld be put upon vheat, aud that the
grower here would have to pay it to somo extent, at
Jeast. Ten conts per bushel, at any rate, wounld be
knoched off our prices, and if fanuets Lot Y9 cents,
they would be vezy well ofl

Well, here we are just onie year after r saprocity has
stopped and fall wheat has run up to e price at
reached during tho Russian War,
full wheat would fetch at thiz moment 2 10t Laron-
to, good samples of sprin~ are worth $1 80, and anfe-
rior zorts, which would hardly hase been looked at a
year or two ago, hiave been sold at 81 60.

The:e prices have only in very few instances been
paid to producers, the great body of whomn sold their
wheat in the fall or winter months at prices vaning
trom $110 to S14¢ fur spring, §140 to $1 6y for fail,
which are uncommonly good rates for them to get.

Sven with a short crop, such prices would give them a
haundsome return, but many of them had first-rate
crops, and have made large strides ahcad during tho
Jast year or two. The ditference between these prices
and those now current, represents in a large majority
of cises the profits realized by millers and grain
dealers, and it must be owned that thiey have had a
very successful winter's business. A profit ¢f20 cents
5 a grain dealer represents §1 per barred atleast to a
miller, and this trade, which, for several years in sue-
cession, was full of uncertainty and disaster, has now
for two or three years in succession been profitablo
and remunerative.

There are cortain lines of business in which profit
and loss scem to follow cach other in @ series of years
Itis notably so with a farmer, whose harvests often
follow for years in succession of the same character
Tho scven years of abundance, followed by <even
years ol famine that we read of in Holy Writ, are not
an uefuir type of many of the seasons that pass over
the earth in these modern days. A fartmer §3 some-
times drazged to the very verge of poverty and ruin
by & successton of bLad crope; which was piecrsoy
what occarred 1 Canada tor the years preceding 14905
A change c s and for several years topether, his
bargs overflow with plenty.

All those lines of business winch are directly depen-
dent on the produce of the swil partake more or lew
ot tlus condition. Xvery braunch of manufacture in
which the raw mater al is obtaised ditect frem the
producer, is marhed by bad and good seatons coming
atter cach othier 1 xuccesdion,

‘This is ong 1eason, mmongst vthers why real canital
i3 80 valuable in business, so that a panon engaged in
it can hold over hiz stocks for better times, and not be
catapelled to sell in oider ta vepay borrowed morey
Though these high prices for grain, are a very flue
thing for the farmer and the miller, they are anything
bat a pleasant thing to the consumer  The man of
means, and even those in comfortabic circuinetances,
do nat feel the difference boetween flour at $6 per Lvt
and at +8 ‘Ihe difficrence iu their year's expendittire
caused * ¥ such a ri<e, §3 but a tathing per centage on
the whole  But to the poor with large famiites, of
whose total expenditure, breid and fluur form a con-
siderable part, a nise to the prices now prevading,
means 2 demal of many of the bsttle comtorts which
sweeten Jife. They mu t use beas butter or less mieat,
or put « (F buyiug clothies, or wear for anothier month
or two the oid sheer,  And in casesof gzreater poverty
8 i'l, say the poor widow with o famny ot growing
cluldren, a high price fur bread maaus less than
cnough of it to vat.

‘Fhe great problem at present i3 wlat §s to be the
rango of prices between now aud harvest,

Auv immense amount of discussion has already been
expended on tho question, and grain circulars have
been occupicd with 1t for woeks past.  There are the
advocates of the theory that prices must advaace,
owing to short crops reported from the gramn producing

Fine vamples of

Great Dritain.  So fir the ca’oulationg and prod clions
of this elass of speculators base been veritied by the
cvents

On the othier hand, there ia the view of those who
hold geueeally (o the sate side of Juoking at such
watters, and who, without any special calculations,
bave 2 e fehion that when things have attained <
tngh a pitdh asat present, they wilk aight thomeehes,
1t grmn does not ¢ome trom ove quaster it will from
another and th oy di holicve all thee poports eiren’ated
about <hort eonpe e got ap iy antoe ted persond A
pre ent thes ot o the 1a geoarrivals of Callicing
wheat, and te (he cangoes st onthe way

As o Parcpe. the Baltic wall soun be open gud the
wheat of No than Rasaa and Peland wall find ne
war 1o Brinsh o

It iv inpos<ille to ho'd any baltnee between these
tuo contheting theatins  Men will take ove or uthir
accordirg (o then temperament, but it isalwaysa sale
rule, snd we ginve the sdvice mew, neser ty, specalaty
with other penpl < won-y to an amount which would
wvolve i less of mate than y ot are worth y. urelfl

AFTER CONFEDEEBATION,

t LR tho ¢ Dominton of Canada’’ hatr been dutly
[\ proctaun *d, and ournen Goverimental machinesy
sot 10 anntton, great and important dutfes will des obve
upon s b pon the proper di~charge of these witd the
fature prosperty and carcer of our conntry largely
depend, 3 he present period may be justly considered
a cri~is in our bistory.  The changes wlich are about
to dahe place amount aimost to a revolution, but un.
like that whicl cesurrod between the two sections of
the uci:ibonring Pepublic, it is 1 peaceful and blood-
less one.  Jt becumes, therefore, the imperative duty |
of ervery patrionic citizen to endeavour to assist m the
areat task of strengtheving and perfecting our new
nayonahity, and ad :pting those measures which will
increase our pu]u‘nl:\tion. strenzth, and prosperity.

Fipst of 2", there is a call to our public men to en-
d avour 10 make our new government work harmo-
niously and succ.~fully. I'here can Lo no question of
the fact, that the Coustatativn v huch hias been adopted,
is upen to the elarge of bung complicated, and will
be sery apt to Lecumo eapensive.  There is conse.
quently great necessity for the exerciso of discretion
and modeiationay putting it into operation. We do
not mean by thi, anytlung hike the obliteration of
political partics. We behieve parties to be at once
ineytable acd advanta_cous  But all our pubdlic men
should, whi st ditfering on sume grounds, be deter-
mingd s prevent our Dominion from being a faure,
asd to achivve e patniotic end, should act with a
Qeaty, modoration, and prudence, of wirch our past
pol fics Lave exluluted very hittle.

Vors greatea eshould be tshen to avoid unnecessary
expeh ¢ Fiom onr (xamnation of the Bill as before
the iHuti-e of Commatns, we fear there s danger to be
app:eber o d on thus score. Lertaunly nothing would
tond sere to render the new system unpapular, The
U »t g vanment ot carth would beeome objectionable
if ¢ o costly, furat would oppress the peaple and pre.
vent then obtatang many thangs reqmired for their
hapgnie-< aud comfort, which woutd be theirs under
acheapetsystem Cheapnessis one of the tirst {eatures
of geod goveimment, and itis to be hoped that our
Confeder.tion bark twill not be atlowed to shatter
itwelf on the rack af expense.

One ot the hest dutsex after Confederation is consum-
mated, wil be to attract alarger share of emigration
to iy ¢ untry than we hiave over enjoy ed in the past.,
O geat wout 8t present is increaced population
Qur resnaarees i Carming lands, in forests, i fslieries,
in coal. ga'd and iton mines, in o1l weils, c., are al-
moet unhmited  This wealth awats aly eaterprise
and labear to taru Lo accouut  \We hiave territory
and resrurens enongh to emplay fen or fificen mnlhons
of peepte and we can offi r themn i ducoments seend
to thove ot no otlier part of the ward  Upon the
Fedoral aud Local Legslatures will devalve the daty
of tak’nz more energetic action than we have cver
previensy witnessed, 10 attract popalation to onr
shares.

Tn secure thiz end  we tliould offer our lands froe
to actual settiers. lhe uncnterpricing, slow-coach
system hieretofore adopted, shiould be dircarded  What
maters the dnbb'e of revenne berctofure got from our
Crouwn landg, compared with the advantages which
whruldaccrue to the country from increased population?
The lands do us no good in their present uncultivated

Lot our
Lands thet be affered to enugrants free of cost! We
also 1evuire o good Houmestead lpw—one that will be
preiteetly fair to the creditor, and yot gerve to seeure
& homo 10 every tumily which tahes tha uecessary
“peto protect it Such 2 menisure js alwayg viewed
with fayour by those arpv g lu America from abroad,
and, il carefulty deavn up, would produce happy ve.
<ults tu the countiy.

Futcrnal improvonents wall anmedintely el the
Mtouten ol the Leglaters ol our new Demnnon,
15 the Confudaaiion Bill, the Tatercolomal rmivay
will hane to be comnenced befure the eapiry ot oy
i, that will be during this coming sutmmer  Its
¢ st s ertunated at $20,000,000, which eapendature
thust ¢ ttiee ¢ oonsigerable business aunnation It to
bie rearoticd that the prospects of ** dhvidends” from
this e are su pour, bDit a3 we could not birve been
conte Jera'st withoat it. we must muske the best of it
Nopivge that var trade with the marmtime Provinees
may ultinmately fnervase sutfeiently to render itprofjt.
able,

Tuo other improvements were discussad  at the
Luebee Comference, and promlees given that they
would be ents rad apon 24 roun as the hoabees of the
Confederation admitted of §t. These aro the opening
upe of the Nurth-aest, aud the naprovement of our
canal sy<te 1 Both of these would eutaid considerabre
autlay The undertakings are, hawever, of reat nu-
portance and would incourse ot time add greatly 1o
the general prosperity. 1 the trale of the North.
west territory ixzeenred and the Western Stittes can
bofed toadopt the 8t Lawrereo as thewr chict roug-
to the ocean, those viewing the futare ot Canada may
give reins to their imagivation, ‘Lhis countr, —now
peopled Ly less than four millions of people—must
become o great and  populous uation, exercising
strong intiuenco upon the affairs of the world.

The new e upon which Canada is entering,
promizes to be prosperous At present, all sections of
it aro progressing.  ‘The construction and improve-
ment of our public works will introduce a large amount
of forcign capital, and rerder money moie plenty.
These undertakings, as weil as onr brightening pros.
pects, low taxation, cheap living, and excellent insti-
tations, must attract poputation, whichis the priucipal
thizg required to make our new Dominion a great
8 ceess, for our natural rezources are unsurpassed.

Weo close a3 we began—cealling for the exercise of
wisdom anmd moderation on the part of our leading
pohiticians in patting our new govermment into oper-
ation.  Upon the performance of this duty, everything
depend<,  The time is one which calls for the display
of true patriotisin.  Sectional difforences should, fur
the time at least be allowed to rest. The first consig-
eration ought to be to place the Dominion of Cavada
12 a secure position  This ealls for great discretion
and unseltishness—a on the cmbing of ambition —
among our public mexn  Will these qualitics be dis
payed?  From the spirit mauifested in carrying Cor-
fuderation, webelieve they will bieby thegreat majority
of the people’s representatives.
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H¥ORE CATTLE WANXTED!

7 111 quantity of Live Stuck taken from Canadainto

the United States during 1855, and the early part
of 1864, was very large. Horses, Cattle, Shegp and
Figs—all wero in request  Not content with what
Canzdian drovers did, numcerous Ameticans came over
into the Province and bought largely in overy section
of the Wetern pemsuin. For some time, however,
tlas trade fell off. Everytlang beeamo quict an the
Droving hue.  Stoch was scazce prices high, snd the
wevatable Yankeo ceased to findat profitable, and so
stopped Ins visits, We hase just learned from Upper
Canzua, however, that sigus aro manifest that this
Lofic 1s about 1o begin agam, A namber of Awerd-
c.n dealers lately arrived in one of tho beat farming
soctions, and wese buying a'most everything in the
sbapet of Meich Cows upon which they could lay their
hands  These were wanted mainly for the Dairics of
New York State, where, it would appear, Canadian
Lows are laghly esteented. The bayers seemed to have
plenty of gold, but from the =carcity of Stock, pur-
chares were not made so rapidly as in former times.
We are glad to find that Brother Jonathan likes Cana-
dian Stoek,~but when he finds it necessary to come
over here—go'd in hond -~ to make purchases, who
pays the duty?



