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Lesson VIIL.

1 Woe to the crown of piide ! to the drunkards of
Eplrratm, 2 whose glorious beauty s n fading flower,
w‘xieh 3arcon the head of the fut valleys of them that
are overcome with wine!

2 Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one,
awhich ns & tempest of hail and « destroying storm, as
a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down
10 the carth with the hand.

3 The crown of pride, 4 the drunkards of Eph’raim,
shall be trodden undeg feet :

4 And the sglorious beauty, which is on the head
of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, and as the
hasty fruit before the summer; which when he that
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looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his hind he
eateth it up.

5 In that day shall the Lorb of hosts be for a erown
of ﬁlory, and for & dindem of benuty, unto the residue
of his people.

6 And for a spirit of judgment to him thatsitteth in
judginent, and for stren *h to them that turn 6 the

attie to the gate.

7 But they also have erred through wine, and
through strong drink are out of the way ; the priest
and the prophet have erred through stroug drink,
they ave swallowed up of wine, they are cut of the
way through strong drink ; they err in vision, they
stumble % judgment.
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EXPLANATION

at the gate.

Connection—The temperance lesson oi to-day is
from Isaiah. In his day not judges, but kings, gov-
crned the people. There were two kingdomns, Judah,
with Jerusalem ss capital, and Istacl, or Ephraim,
the northern kingdom, with Samaria as capital.
Isaiah is addressing the rulersof Judah (v. 14), warn-
ing them to profit by the terrible fate “v. 2) that was
about to overtake Samarin, becanse of the people's
siy, v. 1. One
of the greatest
sius of the age
was drunken-
ness,

1. Woelim-
plying coming
calamity. To
the crown of
pride .. and
to the fading
flower; rcler
ringtoSamaiia,
the capital of
the northiern
kingdom. The
city is here
called : (1) The
pride-crown (it
crowned the
hill), that s,
the crown of
which they are
proud, and (2) the fading flower: through the
vives of the people its glory was quickly to pass
away. The drunkards; hard driaking was a
erying sin of the age. (Sec Amos6: 6.) Of Eph-
=aim; the northern Kkingdom of the ten tribes (1
Kings 11: 31), =0 called because Ephraim was the
leading tribe. O3 the head of the fat valleys.
Samarin was situnted upon 2 vine-ciad hill, like a
lofty crown, at the head of the fertile valley of
Shechem.

2,8 A strong onej the power of Assyria, the
strongest nation of the time. It was the instrument
which God used for the punishment of His people. A
tempest of hail, ctc. Like a storm of hail, ora
great flood, Asyrin wWas to sweep Samaria away.
Trodden under feet; as a flower is crushed by the
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storm. Three yearslater the people were carried into
captivity, 2 Kings 17: 6.

4 The hasty fruit. The Rev. Ver. reads “the
firstripe fig.”” It wasan early June fig, and therefore
greatly relished. The fig harvest is usually in August,
‘While it is yet in his hand, ete. It passed from
hand to mouth as soon as pulled. The figure denotes
the cagerness with which Assyrin would seize and
swallow up Samaria.

5 In that day; of terrible judgment against
Sumaria. A crown of glory; instead of the ““ crown
of pride,” v.1. A diadem of beauty; as opposed
to the fuding beauty of Sanaria, v. 1. The residue;
those who remain, when the pride and beautytof the
drunkards have perished.  God will crown them with
the joy and delight of Iis presence, if they will but
obey Him. Most of these were in the land of Judah,
the southern kingdoin, but there were some faithful
souls in the northern kingdom also, Itis often the
“residue ™ that suves an erring people from utter
and swift dustruction.

8 For a spirit of judgment. He will inspire
them with a spirit of justice. That sitteth in
judgment: that is, to administer justice, Ps, 9:4.
And for strength. Hc would give them maunly
vigor and valor. That turn the battle to the
gate; to the enemy's gate, carrying the war into his
territory.

7 But they also; the people of Judah, Have
erred through wine. Judah hadsinned,as well as
Smmnaria, and must repent. The priest, cle. The
sin of intemperance had defiled even the religious
teachers, (See Lev. 10:9) S.7allowed up of
wine. They swallowed the wine, and it in time
swallowed them in ruin. They err in vision;
could not see God's will clearly. Stumble injudg-
ment; giving wrong decisions.

8-18 A revolting picture of drunkenness is given
in v. 8; the mocking reply of the drunken revellers
i vs. 9,10; and in vs. 11-13 Isafah tells them of the
punishment of their sin. **He will now speak to
them through foreign conquerors, v. 115 compare
Deut, 25: 47-49.  If we will not hear God’stoving and
patientcall torepentance, He will speak to us through
crucl cnemics.  God had called them to *rest.' They
would not hear that call; so He now sent them con-
flict and destruction.™



