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THE TRADER.

—

tho othor's welfare. Wo nro glad, how-
ever, to havo tho question disoussed, as
wo think that its thorough ventilation,
while it can do no harm, may produco
beneficial results.

COMMEROIAL UNION.

political party who, for tho sake of place,
may venture to proposo such o thing,

(should bo kopt in tho cold shades of

opposition, whore they can do no barm.
If Commorcial Union simply meant a
rociprooal trade in natural produots bo.

'twoen Canade nud the United States,

wo would wish it God-spoed, but such an

1t 18 o singular thing that at tho pro.  crrangoment would bo vastly difforent
sout ume botb pulitical partiesin Canndn from tho ono now discussed so favornbly
aro looking anxiously around for sowmo;by The Globe, which is to do away with
now ery with which to cateh the popular  Custom Houses altogother and mako
fancy and lead their party to victory al. Canada simply the same as any stato
tho next gonoral olcetion. What the'in the Union so far as trade is concerned.
rullying cry of the party in power will, e lhear a good deal of talk now-a-
bo, no onc at present knows, and tho days abent Free T'rade and the National
present prenuer 18 tuo astute a politician Policy, much of which is downright
to give Inmsolf away boforo ho has. nonsense. I'ree Trade is utterly im-
overything rendy to suit his purposo.!pmcticnblo in Canada for the simplo
Tho Liberal party has apparently beon!renson that the government cannot be
loorming around for a pulicy for sume | carred vn  without mouney, and this
tiwe, and, wiile they have half a dozen E money can only be raised as at present,
in view, they do not seem to have aettled, by levying duties on our imports, thus af-
definitely upon acy of them., If the!fording incidental proteotion %o our manu-
utterances of The (ilube, tho heretofore ; fneturers, or, failing this, by direct
leader of political thought in the Liberal | taxation. As both political parties aro
party, is any criterion, the probability is'agreed that direct taxation is impracti-
that one of tho planks in their platform ' cable, it follows, as a matter of courso,
at the nest general election will bo that: that nine-tenths of the talk of The Glube

of free trade with the United States.
« Commercial Union ” its friends dignify
it with, but ** National Suicide would,
wo think, bo & moro appropriate name
for it. 1f so, they may as well take a
permanent lease of the Opposition!
benchies at Ottawa, for woe feel cortain
that the good common senso of the
peoplo of Canada will not jump from the
frying pan of cowmercial depression

and papers of that ilk are so much bosh,
which thoy do not beliovo in themsolves,
and which is only indulged in with the
hope that they can converl cnongh un-

‘ thinking voters to carry their party back

into power again. As we cannot (being
simply a colony) negotiato our own
treaties, and any such arraugement must
be made through the Imperial Govern-

| ment, we hardly think that, even if such

mto the fire of cumercial extinotion,  an arrangement as Commercial Uniox
which such a 1ensure would undoubtedly , with the United States was seriously
«fliet.  In discussing the question of | proposed to the home Government, they

Comercial Uwwon with  the  United
States, wo propose doing so purely from
n mercantile puint of view. We don't
give a solitary cent whether it is the
policy of the Liberal or Conservative
party, wo consider that it is detrimental
to tho best interests of the country, and
shall, thorefore, oppose it with all our
ought, and advise overyone of our read.
ors to do likewiso, 1f our desiiny is to
become a part of the United States, then
it does not matter how soon Commercial
Union comes, for it will prove a most
effectivo moans of forcing us iato the
Union, but if on the other band, wo aim,
somo day in the perbaps distant futuro, ,
at setting up a soparate nationality of our;
own in Canada, then such a measuro |
shouid bo mpped an the bud, and any.

would bo disposed to acquiesce in it un.
less they were convinced that the change
would be beneficial to themselves, a
thing utterly impocsitle unless they were
put on an equal fooling with their
American competitors. e have not
the least doubt but that Eugland would
be only too gled to negotiate such a
treaty for us if equal concessions were
given to her, but she would never of her

'own free will sanction a discrimination

against her own trado in favor of a for.
oign country, and wo would bo fools to
expect such s thing.

As a matter of faot, nearly ono half of
our rovenue from Castoms’ duties is de-
rived from goods of American manu-
facture. 1f, therefore, this source of in-
come wecre ontirely swopt away, as it

would assurcdly ba wore this Qlohe bayt.
ling to bo nursed into lifo, from wiyy
sourco would the doficiency in rovenye
bo mado up? Then, agrin, if we shoyld
sucoced in mnking such o troaty with (h
United Btates, wn ocould not oither iy
loyalty or [nirness, refuso to make 5°
similar arrangomont with Great Buataip,
oven if her legislators were fooligh
onough not to inaist on it as th. prco
of their cemplaisance. It would not
only bo unpatriotio, but ungrateful m ug
to allow the products of Ameorncan fac.
torios to come into Canadn fres of duty
aud lovy a tax upon the manwhotures of
the mother country, It wonld bo im.
possible for us to refuse such a couces.
sion, and then we would find our Custums’
revenue practically gone, and the Goy-
ernment obliged to resort to dircet tax-
ation in order to carry on the Wurh of
the country. This is o stato of things
that we think not even The Globe would
liko to faco, especinlly if its own party
were in power.

Loaving the question of loyalty aside
altogether and looking at this question
from a dollar-and.cent poiut of view, we
aro further of tho opinion that such a
union would ruin not only the manufac.
turers, but also the wholesale trade
of Canada, and, if this were the case,
wo can scarcely see how the country, as
& whole, could be made more prosperous,
while two such large classes as those
abovo mentioned were suffering severely
from the offcot of it. While it may be
true tb  some of our factories, whose
output is of goods that ara used in
their own immediate vioinity, or of gaods
which we now export to the United
States, might not suffer, it is no less true
that those facteries, whose output comes
into direct competition with those of
United States manufacturers woald eithier
have to go to the wall or continue
operations uunder very disadvantageous
oiroumstances. Ouar factories are prin.
cipally reproductions of United States
industries, sud in many casgs, ou ac-
count of the goods they manufacture
being patented in that country, even freo
trade in the abstract would not enable
our manufacturers to sell in a country
where their productions are in very
many cases protected by patents. The
effeot of the United States patent laws
alono would be to drain our country of
capital, for who would oare to invest
capital in manufactories in a country
whioch could as easily be supplied fr.m



