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MIXING THE SYSTEMS.
To the Editor af the \WRITER :

Dean Sin,—The question of systems is of
tle importance to the praciical stenographer.
does not matter much to a man whe
¢an follow with ease the most tluent speaker,
Whether he is adhiering strietly to the system he
adopted at the beginning of his phouograplie
areer,or whether he has mtrodueed certain inuo-
vations which tohim are advantageous. Whathe
¥ants is to Le able to write apd read quickly, or,
I other words, the first consideration with him
18 speed and legibility. With the student it is

ferent.  He watehes every departure from the
Correct gystem laid down in his book aud if he
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per month ! Very likely theiv speed is limited
to 70 words per minute; but what of that so
long s they till the position to the exclusion of
better men?  Just as soon as railroad officials,
lawyers, merchants, ete., learn that they can
get such service at such rates, is it reasonable
to suppose they will puy wore? To save from
twenty-tive to thirty dollars per month on omne
item of expense alone. ix it not reasonable to
suppose they will be willing to spend a few
minutes mare of their time each day and gauge
‘their dietation to the capacity of the writer ?

I have probably considered this subject more
than the majority of my worthy co-workers,and
took up the study of shorthand to better my
condition as the telegraph ranks were over-

18 an enthnsiastic student he witl readily appro- jerawded. A lictle mere than a year ago a new
Priate a1} improvements and apply them to his |telegraph company was organized, which filled
OWn use, but he does not like to sce the partic- ithe telemraph fraternity with joy, as it employ-
Qar systein which be Das made his study mixed Led all the idle operators in the eountry—they
up with several others. to the detriment of them [were in greut dewand at good salaries, and
8ll,  An article appears in the December num- f.mn,ny who had left the employ to engage in
of the SuonrHany Writen headed. ** Practi- !ul.]u-r pursuits, returned to their * first love,”
cal Stenography,” and said to be written in and DPence and Prosperity ruled the hour. A
Taham's ﬁysm"n_ With the exception of a few (consolidation has recently been consummated
COntractions, and these are wenerally written wherchy hundreds of these men will be thrown
OBt of position, there is scarccly any likeness:out of ewployment. 1t will soon be the same
tween thisproduction and “Graham's Standard 'with us—our ranks, now fall, will. at ne dis-
Systern of Phonagraphy.” as I understand it. tant day, be as overcrowded as the telegraph,
N Some instances where the writer has thonght .and a stenvgvapher outside of the cowrts will
Proper to ingert vowels to seeare legibility. the be considered well paid at $6500 a year.
Yowels have generally been transposed, and, ; The cry of ** students applying for situations
What is worse, consonant-outlines, depending [when they can take but 75 words per minute is
Considerably onposition for their legibility, have 'injurious to our interests,” is very true, but
en written in the first place instead of the iwho is to blame for it?  Our own selves. Did
ird, and rice rersa. We cannot cxpectgentle- | We not teach it there would not be so many
Men whe have their time well aceupied with istudents to apply, and as the natural result of
Professional duties to be earcfulin their writing ;supply and demand we eould command better
07 our benefit, but we can ask them to leave ns :pay. I do not say a word against these who
one, and not make things worse by mixingituke up the study themselves and carry it
¥erything up aund calling it a * system.” Ithrongh all its disheartening intricacies to a
is not fair to the student, and it is not fair [successful termination without assistance, as
%6 the systent. Ido not elaim that Graham's they are worthy of the laurels they gain, and
Bystem i any better than the others, but _ﬁwill become, each one, an honor to the profes-
tontend that sofar it has not had a “fair show™ sion—but 1 speak of those of our own craft
M the Suonrnaxn Wurrkn, not from any fault | Who, for personal gain, teach the art, thus
yours, Mr. Editor, but because the disciples |jeopardizing the interests of the fraternify at
Of Graham have not come forward with their 12rse, by supplying doubtful goods to a market
Pecimens, as the writers of the other systeins well stocked with talent. I pray you will not
haye done. Cannot some of the many followers 'think of me in the counection with ¢* the dogin
of Grgham be prevailed upon to give us a gen- the manger "-—that I want all of this world's
ine specimen of the * standard syatem ™ now goods for mysell, as 1 simply take the
and thep, Ax Orraws Srrugyr.  (position of sell-protection, T have a family
.dependent upon my exertions for support and
r - iit 15y dudy to protect myself and them to the
9 the Kditor of fhe WhItER : {best of wy ability. 'There is not a stenographer
In « Questions and Arswers ™ in the last /in the country but knows these things are as |
Mniber of the Witk vou say stonogruphershm"e said—the daily papers and railroad pub-

fro

them 3600 to $1,000 per year.  This has raised

step uestion in my mind, Why do Canadian |

Ographars come to the States for employ-
0t if such js the case? 1 know two stenod-
B‘:)oe!‘s in Detroit whose salaries are less than

» nd T am told by one who claims to know,

th wWhom T have no reason to doubt, that
#re several in Chicago working for $35

—

" in demand in Torento at =alaries m.ngins."

lications are full of advertisements for situa-
itions by nien ciaiming to be experts in the arg,
Perhaps T fiave taken up too much of your
space. I will say no more but hope the seed
thus sown will bear good fruit, and as you
work for our interests would he pleased to have
you give your upiniou on the subject.
ProtECTIONIST,
LiraNL Rarmns, Michigan, Feb. 4, 1881,
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