36

o n ———— > T—— e e -

THE EDUCATIONALIST.

— — St

THE ASSUMPTIONS ar FASIION,

There is a very Jarge class of fushion-
able peoplo in this country whom My,
Thackery, if he had the privilege of ma-
king their acquaintance, would set down
a3 snobs.  They have an air of outward
elegance, of magniticence, and run to the
vulgar extreme of fashion.  The abrence
of true refinement of soul iy, of course,
indicated in a thousand ways, when they,
themselves, are least aware of it.  Aud
then there seems to be an understanding
between them, that they shull tolerate
licenses in others in order that they may
enjoy the same privileges thewselves ; for
ingtance, the Lberty of making remurks
upon dress, and of' gratifying their curi.
osity aud love of goxip in various ways,
The fashionable woeman has the most to
fear from her own “ et 1t must boa
hurdening process which the naturally
sensitive feclings of a woman go through
before she can coolly face and even court
the serutiny, secret or avowed, to which
the knows she is subjected, by her * dear,
five hundred friends.”  She may be wil-
ling and anxious to tell ** where she got
her love of a collar,” and ** how mach she
paid for her new silk,” that * she sent to
New York for her velvet cloak,” and that
¢ her hushand gave her her diamond cur-
rings on her birth-day;” but it cun be
only the baser emotions of her heart
which are gratified by knowing the cuvy
and petty scandal which she braves, aud
waich lwugh at the uncharitable remarks
which are sure to follow during her ab-
sence from these whom she has excelled
inHer ekl afe most Tudicrons.of all,
is that which prompts them to go to one
anather for the purpose of having their
vanity tickled. " What have you pretty
to tell me to-day, dear?” «Ah! you
candot guess ! Mr. A. said you had the
handsomest neek of any woman at the
party lnst wight.”  » Thank you, love !—
Did he, re. lly! T havo something nice
for you, too.  Mr. B. told Miss (. that
you were the best dressed lady he had
seen this seuson ! Admirable, 't it?
These ladies separate mutually delighted
with themselves and each other—as if
such base flattery were the genuiue coin
whick they covet! There is fulsehood id
the very principle.  According to the
degree in which she wishes to hear her-
gelf’ praired, is the compliment that one
invents or exaggeratey tor the other, wha,
to repay her kind friend as Jiberally, re-
turns one of sinilar worth.  Xlow unsatis-
factory to the heart, and even to the cra-
ving, insatiate vamity which grrows hun.
gry with what 1t feeds upon !
not know the sweeter praises of an appro.
ving conscience and of a deeply-luving,
deeply-happy 1lome.

In the whele system of high fashion-
able Jife and ton, distinetion is so much
thet is untrue to nature, sclfish, mean, and
artificial, that it is not wonderful its
votarics are betrayed into sins against o
true politeness founded in  kindness,
agamst true refinement founded in nobili-
ty of soul.  As long a5 wealth and fash.
ion, with their glare and eaprice, iave the

dictation of * good sovjety,” there must be
all kinds of enobbery, When gold-head-
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Such can. !

the gentlanan, and moir antignes instead
of modesty and gentleness make the ludy,
wo may expect strange derclictions sven
trom Liord Chesterfield’zsystem of polite-
nes, to pass wnnoticed, obscuied by the
brillianey of the doer’s outward appear-
unce.

A little incident in “ high life" came
te our notice not long ago. ™ A kudy, who
prided hersclf on her Ingh breeding, sent
to another in o neighboring city, with
whom ghe was but slightly acquainted, to
do her the great favor to seleet and send
to her by expres<, a lat for her danghter,
with the order—" Please send it soon.’
‘T'he Jady sent to, the first day it was con-
venient for her to go out, purchased a
beautitul hat, paid tor it, (the money was
not sent with the order, but the ludy
wishing the favor done being o woman of
» wealth and standing,” of eourse no
hesitation was felt,) and dispatohed it by
express,  Now, the daughter was marricd
upon a certain day and lett before the
bounet arrived; but the lady purchasing
was not o blame, for no particular time
had been assigued her,  Che bride went
upon her wedding tour to the city wlere
the lady resided, and without troubling
herself’ to inyuire it she had sent the hat
ordered, purchased another upon the day
in which the first arrived at her mother's.
‘The mother paid the express charges and
~ent the bomnet back to the lady; the
williner refused it ; the lady wrote to say
that it was upon her hands and to kuow
what she was to do with it—she hud a
winter kat herself, and could make no use
of it. The ldy_of * wedth, and gfand-
has allowed the bonnet to remuin upon
her friend’s hands, who, for her kinduess
in doinga favor, is g sufferer to the
awount of a costly winter hat,  Uf course
instances like this are rare, but that such
4fruit should occasionally fall from the

cultivated treo of selfishness and vain dis-
play, is not singular.

delights great hearts—for the pleasures of
spiritual excitement, the diseussion of elo-
vating philosophics—for the love of the
fine arts and an interest in their perfee-
tion-—~for a paxsinnate litbor to aid in the
cdueation and happiness of the masses—
for o deep love of man and God—she
wmight indeed smilo iff we looked to such
ax her, and the © exepisite” whom she ad-
wires, for things like these,

The standard of woral and social ex-
cellence is not to be found in the ceetuee
of tashion, but in her, whn, di-cuding
the falsity of meve assumption, dares o
avt from the impulse of virtue and honer
ulone,

CORRUPTION O' LANGUAGE.

A Currespondent, for whose opinion in
such matters we have great vespeet, says:

“While you were speaking of the bar-
bariaus in speeeh, the other day. Twonder
very much that you did nut take notiee
of the use of coinnenee, nstead of the
wood old Huxon word begin. There is
cenrce a boarding-sehool givl whe, after
she has written begin, does nat serateh it
aut and subsfitute the hideons Gallician
commitece, beeause she imagines it is the
finer word.  OF late it hae got into the
kitchen, as well as into the boarding-
school,  Qur house-mnid, Biddy, the other
day, came home from church in a drivin;z
snow-storm, saying, * It commenced to
snow before T got to chureh, ma'am, and
while T was there it commenced to blow,

and before I got out it eounnenced to
T Al ag T oacwsdie ol TRAOTSC, IR

the metaphoriedd sense of approve, adopt,
sanetion, hag beeome so much into use
that its repetition is abrolutely nauseating,
I a man agrees with another, he is sais’
to cardurse his views, and so on ; this on

poor word being made to do duty fo

twenty others. The ¢ift of fluency .
certainly possessed by our publie speak-

Where dress is the criterion of merit,
Ithe temptation in weak and unreficcting

;minds to excel is so powerful that the

' particnlarly where deliberate talsehood s
jnot resorted to. By falschood we mean
all equivocations thought excusable by
"many ; appearing beyoud her real means;
sucnifieing the business interests of her
thsband or fatker; neglecting home du-
ities, and living u life of hollow show,
1 envy, vanity, and deceit, as many a woman
does.  The flowers of real beauty cannot
bloom in such a hothouse atmosphere:

subtler promptingsof truth are sucrificed, |

y the real graces of hfe eannot take root in
ysuck a shallow so1il.  Oh, for alittlo more
jof natures lovelinss—u little more of the i
grace of mudesty—of the refinemcat which |
a love of the intrinsically beautiful gives
—for a little more true friendship and i
heart-felt praise—a little more sincerity,
slc)t‘-sacriﬁcc, and genuine humar sympa-
thy !

We see a smile gatheriug on the face
of sume fur and foolish child of fashion
at the mere mention of the last-pamed
qualities,  We sigh while she smiles, For
the expression of neble sentiments which
kindle the cyo and flush the cheek with
lofty enthusissm—for a response to the
deep, unutterable melodies ot the human

ed canes instead of unsullicd honor make

soul—for the sympathy which warms and

ers, but, as a generai rule, they have ,
very megre Voeabulary, and they and ¢
newspaper writers ring the changes upo,
the sume word with a perseveranee which
as the saying is, * would do them hona
in a better ciuse,”

“ How ix it that prestige is now so ¢
ten printed in Italies, as if' it were ¢
French word, and pronounced prestecsh,
with the accent on the sceond sylluble ¢
Prestige is a legitimate English word,
fromed in the sawme manner from the Latin
as vestige, and pronounced soas to hywe
with.it. It is 2 common affection to call
a singer an artistc, ax it using the French
orthography made a diffaence in ﬂuz‘;"‘
thing  If a singer be wn avtist, call him
~«o boldly in Luglish | it ke be not, vall
him a performer, a voealist. The phrase
en route, I see, has Litely come much

1into use in the newspapers, instead of the

English werd on the aray. If a member
of Congress be an his way to Washington,
be is said to be en rovte to Washington.
Now, nobudy who is nut acyaainted with
Fronch knows how to proucupee the words
. conte, and this gives those whe have
smattering of the linguame a decided ad-
vanti o and an oppurtunity to show off
their accomplishments—they  therefore
say ¢n route.

“I might enlargo this list, but you
must think it long enough for the present.



