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THE MISSION - WORK.

imposed upon us by our exalted privileges in Christ.
Let us look back upon the past year to ascertain what
progress we have made as a Christian Church. L am
rejoiced to find that many of God’s people have
testified of  fenewed religious life during the year.
Muny have been led to exaniine their foundations, and
to do their first works. Some have come afresh to

the Dblood of sprinkling, an. have been ennbled to |

trust on the Saviour for full pardon and justification,
while a few, though very few, have attained the per-
feet liberty of God's people. [ believe that many are
still in bondage, but sighing for freedom. They know
what they should be, they know that Gol has pro-
mised a rest to His people, and they are longing to
enter it.  The most checring facts in the whole work
of the Church at present are the gracious awakening
:nd the spirit of prayer among professors—their cries
for peace, for holiness, for power. I have been led by
the Spirit of God myself into deeper depths and higher
heights of love--of the love of God —therefore I have
naturally given more attention to the edification of
Lelievers, I think there has been a defeet in my
ministry that 1 almost exclusively luboured for the
conversion of sinners. I sce that a revived and
sanctified church will do more to bring men to the
Saviour than the most cloquent sermons, or carnest
appeals.  Christian friends, I urge you to seek the
attainment of your privileges in the Gospel. Seek
union with Christ and full salvation, perfect love, and
the anointing of the Holy Ghost, and our lives will
preach every day.

There have been a few added to the church during
theyear. Many are inquiring what they must do to
he saved. Two dear sisters, Mrs. Cook and Mrs.
DBarter, have been removed to join the Church trium-
phant, Mrs. Cook was about three years in com-
munion with us. She was a doubting disciple, but
hefore the last enemy laid bis cold hand upon her,
st cast away her fears, and in full trust reposed her
pirit on the Lord her rightcousness.

AMrs. Bacter was only a few weeks in fellowship

ith the church below till she was beckoned away to the

‘hurch trinumphant.  Her faith wasstrong.  Her sun
ent down withoat a shadow or a cloud. Indeed, it

as a privilege to stand by her in the last moments. !

« ¢chamber seemed fruly ¢ quite on the verge of
‘r.\;é“li.”

he Sabbath-school continues to promise fruit in
ming years. The teachers are .anctual and carnest.
a0 attendaince marked by regularity and increasing
anibers.  Some of the young people have lately de-
-red themselves on the Lord’s side, and we expect
wn to number several of them amgng the lumbs of
ae flock. And one dear girl from our schuol has been
Jled to join the shining hosts above.

THE MISSION WORK

Continues to prosper. The interest of the church
- this is not only unabated bat is much increased.
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A third agent we hope will soon be added, and we
confidently expect to continue and extend our ope-
, rations, till there are men in every part of the islund
y preaching a pure Gospel, untrammelled in their work
t by human systems.  Wherever Congregationalism has
been adopted as the form of church government, their
ccivil and veligious liberty have flourished.  Every
v eatndid stadent of history will admit that Loth Knglund
and Americn owe much of their greatness to the robust
Without in the
least disparaging other churches, we firmly hold that
I churches of our fuith and order ave in full nccord with
;bhc spirit of the New Testument, and, therefore, are
best for the nation as well as the individual,

It is gratifying to be able to suy, that, after a pas-

torate of about cight years in this chureh, there is
i harmony and pewce throughout vwr borders.
There is not, so far as I know, one jarring element
"among us, My devotion to the chureh in this city,
cand to the work of CGod in the idsland grows and
sstrengthens with every passing year. Yet I eannot
“hide it from myself, and it must e appavent to you,
that, from some cause or other my health has not heen
"at all goud for the past two years.  What may be the
cwill of God concerning me 1 hnow not; 1 have
csensibly feit the severe winter of last year, and for
"so far this one has been more serious in its efiect
upel me.

It would not be wise on my part, under all the
cireumstances of the case, to continue until a complete
breakdown is the result; therefore, it may be the will
of Providence that before long I shall be compelled to
relinquish a position I have highly esteemed, and never
so highly as at this present hour. But I say emphati-
cally, that before I take such a step I will endeavour
to obtain the mind of the Spivit. 1 am aware of
nothing that would so quickly decide- me, as the
alarmivng symptoms of failing health to which I have
referred.  Should it be so, I have the satisfication of
knowing that the Chureh will be in a position, finan-
 cially, to call a suitable successor.

This is a fitting time and place to give expression
to my scense of gratitude to the members of the con-
+ gregation for their kind forbearance of late, as I have

not been able to visit with my wonted regulavity, and

I have not heard much complaining! I wish to say,
; moreover, that my heart has been often cheered by
, many takens of your esteem, sympathy, and love. I
» desire while I am among you to serve you faithfully
iin the Lord. I long for the full salvation of every
one of you. 1 can have no greater joy than to krnow
that you are walking in the love of God, and in the
light and liberty of 1lis children. I nced your prayers,
I ask them. Pray that my health may be established
Pray that T may be filled with the Holy Ghost, and
that I may yei reap a rich harvest of souls in this
- land.

When our work on earth is finished, may we meet
upon the shining shore.  Till then may we live with
eternity in view, with the judgment day before our
minds, and with Christ formed in our hearts the hope

_of glory. ‘
So prays your loving and devoted
Pasror.

* Christinnity of our Puritan Fathers,
'




