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in Greek and Latin.  Of this class, somo may
be entering Collese at tho commencoment of tho
session.  In the Sahbath school, there have been
enrolléd, ducing tho year, one hund:ed and
twelve, and the average attendance has heen
fifty-two, In both i~ day schools, the Shorter
Catechism io taught.

The attendance at Church is from one hun-
dred and fifty 10 two handeed.  ‘Tho number of
commynicants is fifty, six being added since last
year. One of those wns a young woman from
the Mission achool, the first fruts of the school,
Mr. King statos rogarding her, ““ her knowledge
of the scriptures was clear, and sho gave satis-
factory evidonce of having experiencod a
eaving chango. ‘This is only the first fruits, but
wo trust it will be followed by an abundant hare
vest.”

The Mission has bogua to do something in ;

the way of supparting itself. A small rate bill
has been collected during tho year, from the pae
reats who have had chilidren attonding the day
school. ‘Tho Synodical collections have been
1aken up, and also owdinary coilectians on the
Sabbath, It is believed that eventually—indced
hefore long—tho Mission will bein a grext nea-
sure self-sustaining. But it must be sastained
by the Churchi in tho meantime,

The fund for which a collection is now made,
is also chargeablo with the expenees of printing
the Minutes of Synod, &¢, and & propostion of
the salary and office expenzes of tho Synod Clerk,
and General Agent for the Schemes of the
Chucch. It is but cquitable that cach congrega-
tion should bear its part in defraying those ex-
penses, socing they are incurred ia the service,
and for the benefit of the Church at large. By
referring to the pablished statistical tablo, it will
be ecen that several congregations omitted the
collection entirely last year. Itis to be hoped
that there will bo no omission an the part of any
congregation of this or any other collection, but
that all will give, and give as the Lord hath
prospared thom.

PR

PASTORAL VISITATION.

We lately recoived a communication from a
sincere friend of tho Church, on the subject of
Pastoral Vistation. His object was to direct the
attention of Ministers to the great importance
of this duty, to point out tho ovils resulting from
its neglect, and the benefits arising f~om the pa-
tient, steady, and continuous performance of it
Wae shall advert 1o this important subjoct in an
early number. [n the meatime, we submit to
our readers & few extracts from an atticle in an
American paper:—

He cannot neglect this work without greatly
wronging tho church, which by circumstances, is
dependent on him for the performance of ministe-
rial duty. The church is entitled, not merely to
his efforts during the Sabbath, however excellent
they may bo, but to much of hie time and atten-
tion during the entire week ; to his efforts during
that period 10 enlorce by reiterated private ex-
hortations and adimonitions, the lessons inculeat.
ed from the pulpit; to tho benefit of his religions
conversations and counsels,while he is professedly

E engaged in pastaral visitatione; and 10 & zealous
asidaity to quanly himself to reader his admme
istrations effective and acceptable. ‘I'his qualifi-

j cation 18 not obtained by study merely, but by.

an innimate acquaintanco with all the circum-

stances, feelinge, and wants of the peuple. ‘This

knowledyze which cannot bo obramed without di-,

ligent and aystemane pastoral visitation, will)

ennble the nunister to address his people on all!
veeasions suitably, to adapt hus puipit exerciecs
to their necessitivs, and to mako the gospol every

- Sabbath, * the power of God, and the wisdom of

f God,” to convicet, to convert, and comfort those

; who hear.  Without attention to this duty, the

munster will find that his hest pulpit labore pro- |

duce but transient impressions ; that in respect
to most of s hearers, he has been expending his:

. stirength for nought, and equatling the folly of

| the wen, who, desirous® of perpetuating his.

name, writes it in the sand, whence the return.
ing tide will soon effaco it for cver. A pastor

i must not only know lus peuple, to adapt his la
bours to their necessities; but he must iningle

f with them in private Iifo to enforce his own,

pullic mstructions, to rebuke, reprove, exhort,

i and teach them those lessons which he could

not, without oftensive personuhtics, unpart from

the pulpt. !
It is painful to know to what an extent this
duty is semetimes neglected. It is a strango
phenomenon, which a man of any profession
presents, who seemns beat on failuro ; who pro.
sccutes hs professional duties ia such a-.manner
as to destroy all probability of success, yet clings
to his profession with tenacity, and makes great,
excrtions of a kind certain to be incffectual.—
But the mimster who prosecutes his wotk with
out pastoral visitation, presents such a pheno-
menon. The experience and observation of the
first few months in his profession must havo heen
sufficient to assure hun that without thus aid he
could not succeed ; that the yeara of his minis-
tetial labour would be years of mortifying failuro.

On the other hand, the diligent pustor docs not

fail of success ; ho is beloved both by young and

old ; he is mote highly appreciated as.a preacher;

the people love better to hear him preach ; his,
congregations are larger; his church members
do not forsake the church under his ministry ;.
he commands the warm sympathics of the con- |
gregations which ho addresses ; he soon becomer
the chosen counsollor of all classes of virtuous,
people ; his pecuniary support i= far more libe-

ral; and when he goes from the field of labour,

ho goes with the Kindest wishes, benedictions, !
and prayors of the people. Such & man is bless-
ed in his work. With sucha servant of God the |

Church is greatly honoured.  The f.ord akes

him the instrument of great good, and his re-

ward will be great in heaven.

———
“ PREACH THE WORD:»

opening of the Jate General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in the United States, by
Dr. Rice, the Moderator.

We have read it with much satisfaction.—
Proceeding on tho Apostolic injunction, which
forms the title of tho sermon, the preacher
expatiates, in tho true spirit of the text, on
the lescon which it suggesis, both as to the
maiter and manner of pulpit misistrations.—
We have no doubt that the atrictures of Dr. Rice
are called for, in respect of a too prevalent mode
among preachers ia the Union ~but it is cxem-
plified io all countries—that of selecting a texs
a3 a motte, aad with little more reference either

This is the title of a Sermon preached at the ,

2o text or context, proceeding to work out an es-

sy, only rematkable as an argumentn favour of
some opinion or maxim, perhaps doudbtful, or
atlcasy, inferential, and 1 support of whith the
preacher draws mainly upon abstract truths, and
appoals to the spreulative undetstanding. It i
worst of all, when reason 18 perverted to foree
upon tho Scnptutes an interpretstion incone
sitent with the obvious meanng of ther
languago.  But ehort of thiv, how often is a
wire-drawn illustration  of somo theolog:cal
trmism substituted for tho nch doctrines of
the gospel of Gad; the words of man's wis.
dom, laudatory wuhal of divine tevtiy, and pa.
tronisingly vindicatory of the divine ways, for
the exegetical exposivon of that very truth and
thuse very ways as described and vindicated (00
in the sacred page itsclf.  Reason unquestiona-
bly has its province especially in testing the
evidences of a divine 1evelation ; but revelation
heing admitted, itx business is 10 learn the cone
tents of the Book, and not to eit in judgment on
it.  The preacher is unquestionahly pernutted ,

" yea bound to reason ; yet it is mainly like Iaul

and Apollos, * out of the Scriptures ;" and while
the example of prophets and apostles, yea, of tho
Lotd lnmself, will jusufy the introduction of
earthly analogics, ard all science may minister
to the iflustration and confirmation of the word,
yet the preacher ought never 20 forget that the
gospel is the wisdom of God—that the gloty of
God shines especially in the fece of Jesus—and
that his strength lies in his wielding tho great
wstrument provided to fus hand, not in the
words which man’s wisdom toacheth, but which
the Holy Ghost teaclieth. Ilenco his business is
rather to pour the light of heavenly wisdom on all
his proper themes, than to nicely scek their ad-
justment to man’s carthly and indigenous con-
ceptions.  But while we agreo with Dr. Rice in
asserting that human leasning is valuable chiefly
as1t qualifies the preacher moro clearly to ex-
hibig the precious truths contained in the word of
God in their simple, beautitul, symmetrical pro-
portions, we are glad that he claims for reason
also the right to defend the truth agsins
the assaults of falso learning or philosophy so
called. For 80 long as the resources of philoso-
phy are drawn upon to opposo divine revclation,
it is right that he who serves the altar thould be
able on occasion to rebut the objector with hisown
weapons ; or rathor to oppose the legitimate de-.
ductions of science to the specious, jast as the
study of true criticism and interpretation enables
tho divine to rcbut those errors in favour of
which critcism itself is so often speciously in-
voked.

“ There is & department of mental science”—
says our author—* which belongs more immedi-
ately to the investigations of the philosopher, and
thero is a deparinent which belongs specially to
the theologian. 1In the tormer, let philosophy be
supreme, in the latter, let the obvious meaming
of the language of revelation be finxl. For ex-
ample, the question whether the mind is matter
orspuit] wialit 1t may be said to belong to
beth philosophy and revelation, at belongs espe-
cially to the latter.  Plilosophy, it is true, fur-
nishes evidonce of the immateriniity of the soul ;
but since the whnle plan of salvation is involved
in the question, 1t becomes neceasary for inspired
men to speak most unequivocally, and o0 they



