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Tho Nev. Mr. Sil, Episcopal Church Cuy
Missionary, New [aves, says -

* Rav'dl. Mer. Sil, Eps<cop sl Chusch City Mis.
sionary, New laven, [ was callod hero espe.
cially to lvok alier that class of persons who ilo
not go any whero to church.  Among.t thatclasy
tho Maine Law has produced a very comfuriable
state of 1ungs.  Hoads of laniies who formerly
spoat all thesr wagesin m.cinperance, have begun
to provide comforably tor th ie fannbies. T'hat
class of persons who ns winter,—tad the old
giato of things continued,—would lhavo come
upun us for support,—have some littlo to give
thomselves to our 'mission funds. Tho Law bns
dumnished dnoking amongst that c'ass  Ira
good eflucts are decisiva:—It works to admir ..
tion.  Miny poor familios who, tor war. of
clothing, were prevunted from sttonding cnucch,
now look forward with delight to the prespect of
atteadiag somo place of worship.”

We cordinlly recommend to tho carelul po-
rusal of vur readers, the whole of tho repor
which can bo casily procured. We feel satisfied
that impartial consideration of the evidenco hero
presented, will remove prejudice, and tend to
preparo the way for the enactiment of a similar
law amoag ourselves.

Whilo writing on this subject, w= cannot ro.
frain fiom oxpresting groat satisfaction at sceing
the way in which this great quostion is now
dealt with an tho othor side of tho Atlantic. In
the February number of the North British Re-
view, tiere is an articlo entitled “ [Tow 1o stop
drunkennose.” The writer is fully alive to tho
importanco of tho subject. He says, *“we aro
convinced that, if a statesman who heanily
wished to do tho utmost good to his country,
were thoughtfully to inquire,which of tho topies of
the day deserved tho most intense forco of hia
attention, tho true reply—iho reply which ==ould
be exactod by full dehberation—would t , that
ho thould study tho means by which this worst
of plagues (intemporance) can be stayed” Ho
ealls it the most dreadful of all the ills that af-
flict the Briush Isles. He proposes certain re-
gulations in regard to tho salo of intoxicating
drink, such as that none should be sold after
10 o'clock at night ; that nono should be sold en
Sabbatl ; that no wages should be paid in public
houses ; and that the pubiican should be liable
to a fine for suffering a customer to get drank.—
Bat while proposing ssch regulations 23 these
Tor itnmediate adoption, ho advocates a * Maine
Law, saying, * undoubtodly it would bo ahappy
thing for our country if such a law were sought
by tho poople themselves, and enforced with
their full concurrence.” We rejoico to know
that enlightenod, christian, nhifamhropic men
are viowing the quesiion in such a light. Good
will unquestionably come out of their advocacy.
Too long, bath in the old country and here, nas
this monster evil been tolerated. Too long have
the sireams of alcohol been allowed to under-
mine society, while no suitable bulwark has been
reared. The time, we trust, is coming when
sach a bulwark will be orected—whea our young
men cspeeiatly, will be no longer cxposed to such
tempiations as now beset them on overy sido,
whea the indiscriminate salo of futoxicating
drinke will bo gegarded as disrcputable, as v
unquestionably is most pernicious to socicty,-

and when a Prolubitory Law ehall bo in foreo
amongst us. It wonld be scareely posmble for
tho Louislatre, in our opinion, 10 paes 2 moro
honefivinl meaeure, or ane which would bo more
wratefully receivod by thoueands who are suffer-
ing from tho cvils of intemperance.
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THEANNUAL STATISTICAL RETURNS

Tho schedules for the annual satistical re-
turns, have heen sent down to the sevoral conaro-
} gauons within the bounds of our Synod. It is
of great importance that these should bo attended
to,—that they should bo filled up, and trans-
j mited to tho Presbytory clerks. In past years,
our roturns have been defcctivo.  Some par-
tios have, from various causes,failed to attend to
this manter, and the consequonco has beon, that,
| notwithstanding the Synod's law which requires
such retcrns, wo have never been able to present
a full and complete table of 1he siatistics of our
Charch.  Some appear to have a horror of
statistics. But it would not bo casy to show
any good reason for this, No small part of the
Biblo iteclf is taken up with sinistics,~n proot
of which we might specify a number of chapters
in Exodus, Loviticus, Chronicles, Ezra, and Ne-
hemiah.  Nor should any ono suppase that
figures and facts and enumerations are of too
low and carnal A nature to occupy the attention
of christian ministers and office-bearers. Therc
is rot only much interesting and useful informa-
to be gathered from correct sintistical returns,
thoro aro useful lessons to bo dednced from them.
Ono lozson ai least may Lo learncd from the sta-
tistics of most of our congregatiors in thesa
days;—we mean a lesson of humility. While
tho gospel is preachied sabbath after sabbath and
various ageacios employed, how few, alas, are the
additions that az0 made to the chargh of con-
verted, hiving chrstians?  Again, while almost
aif aro prospering largely in a temporal point of
view, how moagre are tho contributions of many
to tho various missionary schemes of the chureh ?
Assuredly our rciurus, instead of feeding pride
and self-sufficiency, should lead us 10 humblo
oursclves in tho dust before God.

Lest any to whom a blank schedule has been
sent should lose {1, wo mention the various items
in regard to which information 13 required. 1.
Dosignation of congrogation. 2. Name of min-
ister. 3. Number of families connected with
i eongregation. 4. Number of members. 5. Ad-
ditions by sxaminatien. 6. Additlons by cer-
tificate. 7. Diminution by death, removal, &e.
8. Numbor of Elders. 9. Deacons. 10. Man-
agers or Trustees. I1. Diets of worship. 12,
Averago attendanco. 13. Pastoral wisitations.
14. Wack-day lecturo or Prager meeting. 15,
Averago auendanco. 16. Number on roll of
Sabbath-school and Bible classes. 17. Volumes
in Cangregational Library. 18. Volumes in Sab-
bath-school Library. 19. Services in Mission
Field.

Financigl Return.—1. Ministers Stipend.—
2. Souzces of Stipend, 3. Amount contributed
to Collegr, 4. French Conadian Mission. §,
Baxton Mission and Synod Fund. 6. Foreign

Missions. 7. Wulows' Fund. 8 Preseery's
tlomo Mission Fund. 9, Rurearna 10 Manes
and Glebo, and Vulue. 11, Value of Crurch,
12, Debt on Chuech and Manse, 13, Amount
paid on Church and Mauso during year. 13—
Miscellaneuus Collcetions.  13. Total Congrega-
tional Contributions.
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THE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY.

Wo have received a copy of a eommunication
in the Commonscenltd, wnitten by e Rev Tag
T. Byeae, In ths communication the wier
gives an accouat of a visit to tho Cu'putivur
convention latcly held in Rochrster, N Y —
The lauter part of 1t meativns a disc 1 80 on
tho Siavery quesiton, which took place daang
tho sessions of the convontivn, Tho discu sioq
appears to have beon sausfaciary to the wrver,
who states that he is ono of the Vieo Presulents
of tho Toronte Anti-Slaveey Sucicty  Wih all
delerenco, however, wo must sav that tisna
altogethor satisfactory to us. Tho Rev Mr.
Cook »ppoars 1o have taken a prominear part
in the discussion, and to have defen.led tha po-
sition held by the Socety. In replying 1o tho
statements which have been made as 1o the ex-
punging of certain passages from wa:ks put) vhed
by the Saciety, becauso they oxpressel sirong
anti-slavery sentimen's, Mr. Cook statod ihat
tho mremoir of Mery Landio Duncan, (1 woik
which was said (o have been mutiated and
altered) had simply been abridged by consent
of the author, We do not regird 1lns anewor
as vatisfactory. Who usged the alornnon t—
Aad why was any abrudgment or a1c “han te-
garded ns necessary ¥ Why was the fuct no' siate
ed in the title page, thut the work 1cae 1n same
rassuges abridged from the original elition ?—
Whoro changes of the hind nre made, wo 1hank
it would be no moro than honest 10 state the fict.
Mz, Cook, in explaiming tho poution of the So-
ciety, is 2aid to have stated that u dud not pro-
fess to louc.h all iruth 10 morals or in rehigion,
but to do good in a certain way and by certan
means.  All this may appear very weli, hat
when wo remember that slavery is «ne of the
great sins of the United Siates, ono of the chief
sources of vice and immorality in thnse States
where it exists, we must say, that 1 oot apinion,
thoe Trzct Society should havo dune mare than
they havodono.  They have poblisned on in'em-
peranco, on dancing, and on sinnlar practices.
Now why should not slavery, and the varions
iniquities inscparabic from 1t as a system, bo
treated with equal fidelsty?  Why snould the
Soctety satisfy itsclf wub * never pullish.ng, any-
thing pro-slavery,” and with mere condeman 1ons
of oppression in general, or even wizh a testimony
against the dezraded cend.tion of soaicty in
slave-states? Why not beara teshimony moro
pointed and epecific?  Men will bear to hear of
sin in gencral. It is when tho preacher charges
bomo special fins that 1he slambenng conscicaco
is aroused, and any deep and lasting unpreason
ismade. Evea tho lover, of strong drnk wij
have no objections to hear abeut *he evil of ip-
temperacce. It js only when tho uso of wrong




