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cedented in the annals of all modem religions f ished recollections of my humble history, that ' with rogret, considering whom  we had, and

enterpriso.

An estimate may bo fornted of tho success of '
tlus cause, when it is recollected that in half a
centary tho Britsh and Foreign Bible Soctety has
issucd forty-threo millions of copics of the sacred
seriptures—that the Bible has been translated |
into one hundred and forty-eright different lau- |
‘guagos and dialects—upwards of twenty of which
had never been reduced either to an alphabet or
to any grammatcal rule, and that by this mcans
the word of God has been rendered aceessible to
no less than aiz Aundred millions of tho human
family ! {—thero being searcely a kingdom, a lan-
guago, or a country on tho carth, in which this
greatest of inodern institutions has not been do-
ing its work of evangelization. The above facts
and figures prove, that tho organization has be-
come ono of no ordinary magmtude, and that tho
blessing of God has most signally followed 1ts
cvery offort, for tho cireulation of his own word.

1f the gospcl has not been “preacked unto 2ll
nations for a witness against them,” it is mani-
fest that, at this moment, it is being read, in al-
most overy nation undor heaven ; and if tho Bri-
tish and Foreign Bible Socicty should continue
its great work for another half century, it will
havo placed tho word of hife within the reach of
cevery man on tho face of the earth !—thus fulfill-
ing the command of our Saviour, and leaving
cvery man without excuse. Such is the object it
proposcs,and who doces not bid it “ God speed 77
Is there any nian deserving the name of Protest-
ant, who would be daring cnough, or baso
cnough, to hift lus tesimony aganst, or to with-
tiold his support,from an Insutwiion so purely
seriptural and so purely cvangelieal? ‘Tho cause
is the causc of God and tho causc of man; and
overy man who loves God, and would save his
fellow-man, must bid it « God speed.”

We subjoin two of tho many cloquent ad-
drosses delivered at tho Jubilee Meeting of the
Bible Society, in Excter Hall,

The Rsv. J. A. Janes said, L have been invited
to this Jubileo Feast as one of th2 carlicst, and
thereforo one of the oldest, and I claim, also, to
be one of the warmest, friends of the British and
Foreign Bible Socicty. After a period of forty-
seven years spent in promoting its intereste, with
something of the homage of a lover and the fi-
delity of a servant, it is no injustice on my part
to claim tho distinction, nor any usurpation to
wear it. [ can assure tho assembly, that, among
tho highest objects of my desire, and what I con-
sider to be ono of tho riechest glories that can
lis wpon my humble brow, is to bo regarded as
one of tho patriarchs of the British and Foreign
Bible Society. Birmingham was once designated
by that groat philosophic statesman, Edmund
Burke, * the toy-shop of Europe,” and he might
also have added, its armoury. But Birmingham
has other things to boast of besides the manufac-
toring of jewels for the fair, or arms for the
hrave: it has the distinction of giving birth to
John Rogers, the proto-martyr in tho reign of
Mary. It is therefore meet that Birmingham
should erect perhaps the most sppropriate monu-
ment to his memory, by being thoe first provin-
cial town in the kingdom to perceive the advan-
tages of this noble Institution, and to organize
{n jts sapport. It wnay be permitted, perhaps, to
one like myself, who has almost reached the
period of senility, to be a little garrulous, perhaps

HHove.

a little egotistical, on tho present occasion. It
is one of tho most precious, and thereforo cher-

the vory day after I was ordaimed to the pastoral l
offico accordiny to tho nites of Protestant Dissent-
ers, Iattended the first Publhic Meeting i the
town of Birnmngham for the formation of an Aa.
socution in ruppart of the Bible Seciety. On f
the first day 1 bowed with roverence at the al-
tar of trath, and pledged myzelf before God nud ¢
many witnesseg to preach the fath as lunderatood
it 3 nud on the next day, with no iess reverence, -
I bowed before the altar of chanity, and pledged
mysell before other witnesges tv be a minister of
It was the conviction of iy youth, and .
which sull cloaves to we n maturer age, that
the chicfest homago that can lie pawl to truth 1s |
to offer it tho sacrifico of love; and indeed he is '
but an imperfect ofinister of the one, who does
not tako care to onforeo tho other. On tho first
of thezo days, I went witlun the barrier of one ;
porticuler section of theChurch of Christ; and ;
on the next, I soared abiove theso barricrs into the
amplitudo of the Church of the First-born, breath- |

I ed its pure nir, basked n its sunshune, and cn-

Jjoyed tho brotherhood and hiberty of thuso whoso
names arc written e heaven. O the first day,
I stood beforo the wituesses I have alluded to,
and said, “I beliove in the prinesples of Con-
gregational Independency 5 on tho second, with g
a mighticr swell of tho bosom, and a loftier ut- |
terance of tho torgue, I smid, « I beliove in the
Holy Catholic Church, and in the eommunion
of Saints.” Nearly half a century since that time
has rolled aver me, and I am here wath theshades |
of evening gathering around 1ne, not to speak of
the good that 1 have dono to the Society, but of
tho benefit I have received from it.  Tako most
young men, Iset out in lifo with a character
compounded of punesples and prejudices 3 hut in
the communion of such men as the Rev. Edward
Burn—a namo cver to be chenshed by this Soai-
oty—nnd subsequently in the communion of the
Rev. Thomas Moscley, Jate Rector of St. Mar-
tin's, aad then in the society of tho venerable Dr.
Marsh, now sitting at iy aide, and sull in com-
munion with my excellent friend, thoe Rev. John
C. Miller, tho present Rector of St. Martin’s, 1
havo dropped my rvejudices, but retain my prin-
ciples. I will take tho liberty to alludeto the|
first Biblo Mceiing it was my privilege to attend.
Of course I was very young, and had all the ar-
dour and rapturo of youth in sceing what was
novel. The Meeting was not held in Exeter
Hall ; we had not at that time emerged mto so ¢

whom wo have 1ost, when 1 lcok around upon
thuso who are vccupying seats on this platform.
When I aco tho smblemsn whe at present occu-
pice the Chair, aad presides over, not miercly the
busimess of this mormng, but of the Society, had
1 tears 1 would wipo them away, and bless God
that there have been tound thuse whoe are will-
g to bo “baptized for the dead,” and worthy of
themt  DBut on that platform, as to.day, thero
weropeers of the realm, dignitarics of the Church,
aud members of the Councal.  There was Van-
sittart, afterwards Lord Bexloy, the warm and
cluquont defender of the Society, and author of
an able pamphlet, which fluated over the Innd
with tiat beaotiful sentimont upon which the
fricnds of the Socioty had over acted, * If we
cannot reconcifo all opimons, let us endeavour
to unito aif hearts.” ‘Tficro was Grant, who al-
ways lent his influence to the Society. Thero
was Thoraton, a name dear to cvery ono with
any fechings of philanthropy in lus soul. Thero
was Macauley—father of the most cloquent of our
Eoglish histunians.  Thoere als. was Stephen, fa-
ther of the present Professor of History at Came
bridge. What galaxy then surrounded tho chair
of the noble President Lord Teignmouth! ‘There
was the cloquent and accomplished Owen, tho
chamu of cvery assenbly whom ho addreesed ;
there was the silver-tongued Hughes, the father,
23 wo have been told, of tho Society ; and there
was the vencrable man who aits ty my sido on
thus platlurm, Dr. SteinkopfT, and the only tem-
ber of the onginal Committeo present at this
Mecting. Tt is must delighiful for me to reflect
upon thoso names, and to remember that I have
been privileged 1o act with them.  But thero is
one name I distinctly remember being annyunced
from tho Chair, tho very sound ofwhich jn an
instant brought up a thunder of applause that
shook Free-masons’ ‘Tavern to its very founda-
tion, aud made cven tho pictures of the Royal
personagesthat adorn its walls vibrats with sym-
pathy~—1t waa the namo of Wilberforco. There
he stood, with his laurels green upon him, which
he had lately won as the Jiberator of Africa.—
His diminutive, and, to all outward appearance,
msigmficant framo, seemed ingtinet in overy mus-
cle, as well as ozery linb, with lifo; and the
intelligence with which he wielded the great
cause of negro emancipation through twenty
long years, beamed in his eye, and all the beno-
volenco winch he carned to the causo eat ou his

much publicity ; but it was in the Fr g’
Tavern. Hero, thought I, 18 a mecting of men
of all ereeds inrehgion, men of all parties in pol-
itics, and all grades in society, and it appears to
have something about it of the soicmnmity of a fu-
neral and the mermment of a_ wedding ; in fact,
thero was something of both; and it struck mo
that wo had met together at the bunal of bigotry
and, by a very strange conunction of circum-
stances, at tho marnage of truth and love.—
Thero wasone peculiarity in that Meeting which
happily does not exist in the present. ‘There
were aniple folds of broadeloth, but no costly
folds of silk and satin; abundanco of hats, but
not one humblo bonnet reared itsform : no feath-
ers waved, no ribbons streamed ; for, with orien-
tal delicacy and monkish prudery, that sex which
i= now the grace, ornament, and cfficiency of our
Mecetings and our Society, weroalt excluded, ex-
cept a few heroines, who, venturing into the gal-
lery, threw furtive glances on the proceedings,
and went forth animated with a desire that gal-
lantry should take its piace by the side of char-
ity, and that our efforts should he shared and par-
ticipated in by them. And since that illustrious
friend of the Bible Society, now grown gey
in its service, Charles Stokes Dudiey, has mar-
shalled the encrgies of the female friends of the
Society, they have to be spoken of with grati-
tude and affection, as the most important sgeancy
connected with its oporations. But to go up
from the era to the platform~—and what a plat-
form! 1 am vot going tolook back on past times

count , and it scemed as if a glory from
heaven irradiated his brow. I remeinler, and
shall remember to the Iatest period of my oxist-
ence, one part of the speech which Mr. Wilber-
force delivered on that oceasion, so characteristie
of the man, and «f tho Society which he rose to
advocate.  Alluding to tho treaty of allianco
which had been formed betweon the King of
France and the King of Spain, the former rejoic-
ing in the act, cxclaimed, “ The Pyrennces are
no moro! So Wilberforce, at the top of his
shrill, but musical voice, alluding to the fact of
the formation of the Bible Society, and the sink-
ing of our prejudices, exclaimed, “ The Pyren-
nees aro no moro' the Pyrennces aro no more ¥
Would that that illustrious man were present to-
day, with all his catholicity of feeling, with all
his plulanthropy, with all his wisdom, and with
all his cloqwence. Perhaps, unscen by sense, he
is present ; and who would not say, « Enjoy thy
repose, illustrious man! thy name is still fra-
grant, and thy example is animating the minds
of multitudes, who are etill endeavoring to break
off the shackles of slavery from the body as well
a8 from *he mind"” Just for 2 moment or two,
let me refer to the Society. In the first place, it
has solved the problem never proposed, perhaps
never thought of, from the commencement of
English history down to the formation of the
British and Foreign Bible Society, whether it is
possible to have unity without uniformity; co-
operation without incorporation ; practical worke
g without heretical latitudinarianism : and this



