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children’s bread.  What do you say to this? I am aware that some
mistake our views, and some wilfully misrepresent them. The follow-
ing remarks are intended to prevent mistakes. Under the Old Testa-
ment God provided a way to procure pardon fur sins, and this way
was s0 clear that the sinner eould casily know when he was pardoued.
It would be ineredible to suppose that the way of procuring pardon
should be so very clear under the dark shadowy dispensation. and
dark under the noonday light of the Gospel. In the 4thand 5th
chapters of Levitieus we Lave s directory how persons in different
stations in life were to procure pardon when they sinned and weie
guilty, and when the guilty persen complied with every punctilio in
the directory, he had the promise of pardon. No person in that age
could be at any loss how to obtain pardun when conscivus of guilt
and there can be no doubt but the eonfusion of speech that is ubroad
in our day is owing to erroncous teaching about the way of obtaining
pardon. Let us now take ouc of the examples recorded in Leviticus
—say one of the common people (Lev iv 27). Ilc has doue some-
thing against the commandments of the Lord  How is he to ubtain
pardon? He is to bring a kid of the goats. a female. Clear dirce-
tions are given how to oer it, and if the dirsstions are not followed up,
if, for instance, the guilty person bring a mle instead of a femcle,
ov if he lay his hand on the 7ump instead of the Aead. the dircction
in that particular is departed from; and in that ease there would be
no certain promise of pardon; but the reverse. Dut there was no
virtue in following up thesc directions to procuse purdor, any fur-
ther than it was the ordinance of God to cxtend purdon to the guilty
person. Nevertheless the guilty person haod uo prumise of pardon
in any other way. In like manner the ordinance «f baptism is God's
ordinance to extend pardon {for past sins). Let us now look at
Noaman the Syrian. ¢ was afflicted with leprosy. From informa-
tien received, he came to the land of Isracl to be healed of hie
leprosy. He had in his miud a way through which he expected to
be healed (2nd Kings v). and when he saw that the dircetion of the
prophet opposed his notions. he turned away in a rage. Through the
adviee of lus servants, he resolved to comply with the dircction of the '
Prophet. He goes down to Jurdan. dips himsclf once, twice, three.
fuur times, five times; his leprosy still cleaves to him, and if he had
even then gone away, he would have gone away arebel.  But when he
dips himself the scxentlh time, according to the saying of the man of God,
ke was healed.  But there was no virtue to heal the leprosy in Jordan,
more than in Abana or Pharpar; ngither wasthero any virtuye in the
seventh dip more than in the six which preceded it. The virtue lay
entirely in doing what God, by his prophet, commanded. Just so in
baptism. In our day, multitudes, like Naaman, have a way of their
own, through which they expect to obtain pardon; and when they |
see that God’s way does not accord with their notions, they reject it
with scorp.  Another error with Naaman was, that he imagined the
virtue to be in the water ; so we are also asked if water will wash
away 8ins? We answer, No; but God can wash away sins in water,
and we are willing to receive the remission of our sins just where ke
s pleased to grant it. We read of the Lord Jesus giving sight to
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