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TORONTO, ONT., FIIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1877.

THE THOROUGHBRED RACEHORSE
HOW TO BREED, REAR AND
TRAIN THEM.

BY AN OLD TRAINKR.

CHAPTER XXXIT

«Clipping Horses—Origin of the Practice and its
Evil Efccts.

[From the Spirit of the Times].

1 have repesatedly been asked my opinion as
10 the benetit or injury of the practice of clip-
i€ horses, and bave often seen the same in-
qiry made in tho coluwns of The Spirit. I
will therefore digress from my legitimate sab-
joot—the training of the raechorse—and here
give my jadgment ou the matter, the result of
mADy years' careful ubservation, I beliove that
tbe practios originated in the brain of a lagy

room of either Milesian or Cockney orifin. A
oentury before this vile custom was imported
.into this country, the six New England States,
New York, New Jersy, and Pennsylvanis, all
1984 horees {for labor and pleasure, for few mules.
wero nsed ut that time, I mention the adove
States, because they all lie north of latitude 40
.degrees. They nwed tbe horse for running,
{rotting, and pacing in the sommer time; in
the winter, fur aleighing, driving, etc. They
.drove their horses much longer and more severe
distances than now. Of course the introduction
of, has superoaded the necessity of
asing horses in very long jouraeys, but it does
pot alter my position in rogard to tne use and
sbuse of the horse of that .day with the horse
of this period.  Thirty years ago I have known

hing parties to drive from the City of New
Yok, over on Long Iuland, out to Snedikor's ;
pat their horses nnder the ahed, throw a blan-
kot over thea ; iake their ladies into the ball-
yoom—to which the sweel strains of musie had
.gnticed them—dance & set or two, thea set off
ag@Ain, driving their horses at their best pace to
.Jsmaiea. There they would make a bals for
Dbaltan hour of mors ; then off agsin to Flush-

ing, where they wonld danoe all night and ** go T
bome wath th?girln in the monrgng;" ) No" heavy coat, or adry, hght.one. sud the answer
B e o ey | e o s o
at night, bat s it 2 :
miles that nigh food unhite Tutes which he wonld preler, sud in horssclogy
:his reply world be that there is 1o necvemty to
stand chilledin a long, wet oout, if the groom is
a pai ioyg and indastiious wen, for as svon
as unharnessed the groom

well as the ciroulatory organs, often

the seeretions which lubricate the pleura, an
{orsing the blood t00 rapidly from the langs
into the heart, which muy result in serious ail-
meots, and at times death. Then while the
borse is out of the stahle, driven in all probe-
bility without clotbhﬁ. what is to proteet him
from tbe winter's cold. The little short hair
left by the clipper will scaroely cover his dod.
when he is warm ; now, when out in the oold,
it stands ereot, and leaves the pores of the akin
as it were naked.

The advooatos of this cruel practice will say
that his action, when in motion, will keep the
horse warm. I grant you this, but how soon
will it commencs keeping him warm? Not
until be is driven fivo or six miles will his body
become as warm as it was when covered with
blankets in s stable. Butwhen you warm up
his body, what prutection will that be to his
langs? You cannot warm the stmosphero, too,
and the horse's 1sbored braathing shows how
difficult it is to breathe this rarified atmosphere,
80 unlike that of the stable from which he bas
just been brought, Those horses which are
clipped will be Jriven about like other horses,
stopping at oertain places on the road ; they
are taken chiarge of by the grooms while the
travellers take a drink ; they are taken under
the shed, or perhaps blankets are thrown over
them, snd they are suffured to stand until the
party comes ous, and that may be & longer or
s shorter time. Now, what is to pioteet the
horse whilst standing in the snow, or under the
shéd, s the case may be, from the cold, wintry
weather ? We will say they took the precaution
to throw & blanket over him, but that only cov-
ers the back, and the shafts of the sleigh or
waggon keep it from the body, 80 that his sides,
belly, breast, the legs, bead, and neck, are all
exposed. If the borse had not been deprived of
that which neture gave bim for his protection,
a long winter ooat, $he parts described above
would have been covured with & bountiful sup-
ply of Jong hair, which, with theblanket thrown
over his loins, would have been sufficient to
keep him warm for an hour or so.

One advocate of clipping says, ** You can, with
pertidenocy, ask the advocate of tho non-inter-
forenpe theory whether he would prefer a wot,

ing the ecarnival.of sleighing, the be should be ready with
‘i’,..a up, acd u'?:l.f-a w'mx b; standing | some good Lueu rabbers, aud sub Lim over for
otill, sourse, when resting, they would be [ sbout twanly minates, then thiow a blaoket

over him, Iasten it with a surcingle, pat a light
hood upon his head, and let the boy walk him
for about hal{ an bour. By that tim3 hs would
be 000l enough 16 be taken in and rubbed about
{hirty minutes more, then hio should straighten
Tbo bait #ith & brosh, a dry blsoket thrown
over bim, and a surcingle 10 coufios it around
the body. He sbould then be placed in s stall,
with & good beddiag of straw under him, and,
aliar reosiving his feed, he should feel comiort-
able for the t. Why? Because lheblavkat
keeps out the ebilly air, and the beat of tho budy
Tarelained. Thas treated, be should “feel m.re
comiortable than he would with three blankets,

, Yet wo never hoard at that 4
, Of & borse dying {rom pleurs
of the jungs, wte., in
dissases Werd soarcely known st that tme. I
ity bad offost -manifostad iteslf, it was & sough
rosulting frum ovld, which resdily yirlded asd
; saray with rest snd » little medicine.
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Dosanse and Hostod, whieh are siteated near the ipfle-
‘n".a.“ enoa of the storme of the ooeas.
saoney i 3
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the stable, is injurions {0 the respiratory, as | amount of elothing, with ever s0 much oare,

ary, | groom to take charge of tnshorses, And thbat

even to making blanket drawers for his legs,
:nkproteol his skin equal to his natural eoat of
air,

Before our Amerioan flunkeys began to
imitate the uilbcnzio! Engiand, and to im.
port the Coskney $0 drive their horses in livery
and a cookade hat, we bad grooms bhaere, but
they were of American origin—Yankee boyaand
desocendants of the Knickerbockers, who were
Dutch—who knew ev abouat the horee,
not only how to drive him, but to break him,
both to saddle and harmess, and from their in.
telligent painstaking and patience, when they
got :hrongl:x with him, be wonld be so complete-
1y broke that anybody oould drive him. They
were not 100 lazy t0 pull off thair soats, and rod
their horses dry, let their bair be ever so long.
An American groom then would take care of
three or four horsesin s private stable, keepthe
carriage aud harnees clsan, drive the family out
onoe er twice a day, feed the cow and pigs, cut
the wood icr the fires, and do all the necessary
chores, and atthough he received moderata
- with comfortable guarters, ho was satisfi-
ed, and seldom changea fur a new place. Such
were the duties and such was the work of an
American hostler, now termed * groom,’ but
that was befors clippiug was introduced. Now
it requibes from vairee to five grooms to take
;:ro of d.n prin:o gentlun:n‘:l stable. a Ho must

ve a driver, two tigers in livery, and & groom
to stay at the stable and take eare of the other
horees, when the ocoach ia out. Of course the
horsea are clipped at the suggestion. of the
grooms, ss they say to the master, and as many
others say who are mwore intelligent, that the
horse cannot be eooled off whilst weariug a nat-
ural ooat, therefoze, he may moken sud die, wa-
less he is clipped. The grooms are in high
Rlee, for the norses ave clipped, and they have
little or nothing to do, and what little there
may bappen to be done, thsy hire some poor
fellow, .10 has no place {0 slay, for » mere pit-
tanos, to come and stay in the stable at night,
80 they eau go to balls, parties, pot houses, and
other plascos less reputable. This gentleman
who employs these three or lour grooins of the
Cockney or Milesiun atripe will find, from ne-
gleot of his horses after clipring, that thoy are
neurly all sick, or not in coudition to be driven
out ; he has often to depend upon the livery
stable for horses to convey his family ont. Chis
kind of neglect upon the part of these worthless
grooms hias {requently driven many gentleman
to break up their privale establisnments, and
send theirgoml to livery stables, where the
animals ounld not fare worse and might fare
bettar, and ihe saving of the expense of the
grooms woull pay their livers bill

Besides toe want of industry of these foreizn
grooms, they introdues into this eountry that
hated featare of ine juality—class, which is ag
exotic that canuot fourish in this oom::?
whilst that glorious franchise, the right of sul-
frage, exists ; but jt floarishes in all aristocratio
eountries, and is mrerigidly obeerved in Great
Britain t.an oz aoy pertol tbe eoutineat of
Barope. From tbe prines to the chimney
sweoep, clase makes a long , bat it steps the
whole way down. No two stand upon
the same step ; in that eonntry the head groom,
or coachman, takes carn of nutuing about the
otable of borses, exvepting his own exalied
petecaage and bis whip, sud when he mounts
the box, takes the reins in band, cracks his
whip, and speaks a fow patronisivg words to
his horses, be assumos, 88 the carriage moves
<f, & pompous dignify which is much admirel
by the clase balow him. When this coachman
returns, be Mkz:bu box m‘hth well-as-
sumed dignity, pases reins to seooud
groom, who merely calls to the thind groomto
takethe harnsas off, aud he (o the fourth

same of class bas been inhodased into
thgsmtry&osmwroghu extent, in our

vate stables. The olippiug of borses and the
E_‘n@'.ngo!uutulboth onginated in the ame

Ledestrianism.

MILE OHAMPIONSHIP RACE.

A. Clark, of Glasgow, and J. McLeavy, of
Alexandria, Sootland, decides their matoh, to
run one mile for the championship aund £35 2
mnde, at thy Vale of Clyde Grounds, Glasgow, on
Saturday atternoon, Jan. 30. About ten weeka
previously the sams men an & like distanes,
MoLeavy winning s cracking race by a few yarde
in 4min. 98jeec. Thers were fully 8,000 per-
sous present when the pistol was ~fired to gt
ready. 80 soon as the betting opened there were
offers up 30 G 1o 4 on Qlark ; but a commission,
oloverly worked for Mcleary, soon caused s
shade of odds on the last-named, though just ss
the pistol fired betting again veered round to 7
to 4 on Clark. J. Oliver got them to their
marks, and at the second atiempt sent them
away at a merry for the first lap (thﬁld
1o go five and & distance for the mile), Meleavy
having the Jead by two yards, and this position
was nover altered till rounding the sesond bend
from home, where Clark, with a wall-timed
spurt, gave McLeavy the go-by, and never al-
Jowed tum to get up, winning somewhat easily
by five yards, in 4min. 45¢ac., which looks like
teing a novice's pace, instead of for the cham.
pioaship,

.

SNOW-SHOEING.

The aunual races of the Montreal Snow.
ghoe Club gsml:rgﬁ on Sb.:nrdfly Inst, in 'g::
presence of a large number of persons.
two-mile Indisn race was vonp;y Lefebrre
in 14:85, Keraronwe second, Daillebout
third. The thousand , in three heals,
was not concluded. owal won the first
heat, and the second was a dead heat. The
100 yards dash was taken by Vaughan. The
two-mdos club race was won by Geo. Roy,
and thé one-mils open handicap by Laing.

A CANUCK IN CALIFORNIA.

A foot race 00k place at San Francisco,
Cal., on Saturday last, beween James Har-
ris, of Woodatock, Ont., familiarly kuown
as tbe Cluveland Boy, and Robert Johuston,
of Swekton, Cal., for $2,000 and the cbam-
pioaship of the Pacific cowst. The distance
was Harris waa the favorite
beforo the start at $100 to G0, and won the
mce, the time beiog 213 soconds. Heis
well known in pedestrian airclesin C
and was suppos.d to be un the shelf, hat
this race shuws he is ablo to tackle some of
the best of them yut.

A NEW YORK %ﬁl&ﬂUB GATHER-

Mr. J. Marion Pollock, 235 East 24th
gtreet, New York, has annonnced an ama-
tour mecting at the Metropolitan Riding
Aoademy in Umtm. on March 1at. The
eveuta are a 75 yards, 440 yards, 880 yards,
snd one mile running; s mile and three
miles walking; 120y hardlersce ; throw-
g the Mlx;n::d tggo g:lxuxna.' the ';%ot; and
raoning Lig umpe. ¢ prizes
are gold and silver moiﬂa- Entranes, $2
each, close on 220d inst. His desxiption
of an amsteur 18 protty siriet ; it provides
ihat an amstenr is any person who hss
a ver ootnpited fcr & stake or for admission
monay, or :ith profec::omh for s

rize, nor has ever any period
gx Ins life, tanght or mtog m the
arit of athletio oxarcises a8 a means of

Ghe Lriggey.
POPPING AT DRTROIT.

The Detroit Gun Club M% in the
madal shool at their grounds, ingham
Park, on Thureday aflernoon, 8ih insl
J. V. D. Eldridge was suocessful, az will be
socn by the accompan soore: J. V. D.
Eldridge, 22; Cook Cousins, 21; E. H.
Gillman, 20 ; James Caniff, 30 ; Ed. Bies-
bro, 19 ; L. O. Hawkins, 19. Goff Bienton
and John Major drew out of tha oconteston

tho fourth and seventh birda ively.
Mr, tEldridge bas held the m twive
before.

POOR SHOOTING AT GUELPH.

On Friday afternoon considerable interest
was oentred in the mateh whioh was shot
between Geo and Jobn Atkinson, st
Lillie’s Hotel.rg}arden. Hoven birds were
shot at by each, and the match was declded
in favor of John Atkinson, who shot tliree
out of the soven, whils Georgo only killed
one. :

Lazor Pmice rox o Doa—Mr. L. H.
Smith, of Strathroy, Ont., has sold to Mesars.
H. W. Gause, of Wilmington, Delawars,
and J. C. Higgins, of Delaware City, Dels-

ware, bis imported Laverack bitch, Petrel,
in whelp to Leicester, for $500.

A gun clab has been organized in Wind-
o7,

EQUINE OBITUARY.

DEATH 0OF ARRALDRY.

This fa.aous old brood msre died at Ash-
land, Lexington, Ky., on tho place of her
birth, December, 81, 1876, thus surviving
through tho Ceutennial yeaz, and neariy to
tho age of 81 yoars. Horaldry was s chest-
nut, foaled in Apnl, 184G, at Asbland, the
first ooit of the no lesa noled brood mare
Margaret \Woods, prescuted to the Honm.
Henry Clay, by Col. Wade Hampion, of
South Carolina, s prince among gentlemen
and for many yesrs the leading impor‘er and
turfman of the South. Col. Hampion was
the father of the presont Gen. Wads Hamp-
ton, Governor of th Caroline. Margares
Woods, when pressnted to Mr. Clay, was in
forl to Herald, and tho prodsco was Her-
aldry, who, like many other oclcbrated
brood mares, was never frained, owing to an
socident when a yearling. Heraldry, by
Herald, 1st dam u.i?m Woods, imp.
Priam; 2nd dams Mana West (Waguners
dam), by Marion ; 8rd dsm Ella Crump,
by imp Citizen ; 4th dam by Hunteman;
§th dam by Symmn's Wildair ; 6th dam by
fmp Fearnaught ; 7th dam by imp. James.
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DISTANCES OF THE DIFFERENT
BACES IN THE UNITED STATES
TN 1876,

Thare wore 470 races tun in the United
Statesin 1876, and were divided in tho fol-
Jowing order . At onc-quarter mile, 1 ; half-
mile, 16 ; five farlongs, 10, thros-quarters
of a nule, 4G ; ono mile, G5 ; mile and an

ighth, 29 ; mile and & quarter, 48 ; mile and

s 60 ; milo and fivo eighths, 2; mile

and tbree-quarters, 28 ; two miles, 44 ; two

miles and an ¢ighth, 3 ; twu miles and »
]t Jaaulal 7




