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filtoon foot iii depth, stili, and calm, and
eloar. The bottant is of white sand, Nvith
cvery boere and tîxore a clump of coral, and
ai aronnd these eltimps the flsli arc play-
ing, ani darting into thoir holos and out
agnin. LittIej bine fishi, about the sizo of
your littie finger, littie black fishi about tho
sizc of your thumb , gold, and green, and
yellov fish, from six inches to a foot in
leo "th, crabs ecping along and loaving
choir track bolîind, cuttle-fish holding on
witlî thair suckers, yonng sword-fisb skim-
îning along the surface; and evory nowv
and thon a dolphin, wi th bis blue jacket and
white wvaiscoat, gots in among themn, or a
young shark, with blis ugly mnouth, pursues
thecm, and thon you soc them looping in
shoals out of the wvater ta elude him, or
rushing inta, shialloiv water to escape bis
ja'vs.

Now, I must introduco yen to one or two
of the people ; and, to bo polite, lot us bo-
gin «%vitlx the ladies. Well, thon, hore is
Tonna, the woman, fair, fat, and forty-fivo,
-a porfect polyglot of a wornan. She
bolongs ta Rlarotonga, knows tho Sanioan
language; livecl on Tanna for somle timo,
lost lier hecalth and lier firsthutsband ; came
Io Aneityum, acquirofi the languago; wcent
back to Samoa, aud returned in twi vents
witlî a nev husband ; wvas settlod an Fate
ton years ago, anti has remained thero ever
silice, and heen al most useful teaclier. She
knows as muelh E nglish. as to be able ta
make hierseif understoofi, exorcises a great
dcal of influence in the village, and is the
presidiig genius at birtbs and burials. Shie
is as remarkahle for ber immense size as for
her knowvlodge of]langhtagcs. A canoe suk
%vith lier crossing the lagoon some time aga,
and the poor 'vaman bans not beon allo'ved
to farget it.

Tomia, bier biusband, is also a Rarotongan,
-a înost excellent man,-a capital singer,
witb onc of tbose dIep ricli bass vaices that
have so much rnelody la them. Rie lias
taugbit the people musîe; and the natives
of this village are the hest singers lu the
New Hebrides. fIe is, bowever, serofulous,
and lias been confined te bis coueli for more
than a year. Ro is improving in heaicb,
and notwithstanding bis iliness is stili very
usoftul in the Mission. Hie gives the texts
and divisions of sermons ta clio eIders, fromn
whicb ta addrcss the people. lis bouse is
close by mine, and every rnarning at tîte
dawvn of day, and every ovoning wben tho
longe bonis, 1 hecar bis voice singing the
praises af God.

Ilere is Galid, a teachex wha came withi
me from Aneitynm last year, and is staying
at Erakor tili ho gets the Fate language,
before hoe goos ta smle bocathon part of the
island ; perhiaps anc of the mast talented
natives yon %vill meet with, a perfect orator,
with. ready command of powerful words,

and fertile in illustration, aud wvitlx the easy
and grucefai gestures of an untutored
speaker. eis now pretty well up in yars,
and bans long dcsired ta bo a teacber on a
becathon land. Notwitlistanding his yena
lie bans matdo great progrcss with, the Fate
language. 1 wvas lu the habit of asking
hlm, and another Aneityum teacher who
came wvitb me, oeca2ionally ta p ray ia
cburch. This they did at first in their ovin
language, of course. 1 vias rather aston-
isbied, howvover, at Gaiid one day after Nve
hiad heen about thrco mlonthis on Fate. 1
asked bixu ta pray. Hie comînenceui in
riateso, and aýfter going- on a ivhile very cor-
rectly, wvas obligcd ta finish up in bis ovin
tangue. Ho bas only one drawbaek-that
hoe doos not keep lîimsolf tidy or dlean.

Ilore is l'orai, the chiof of the village.
A young man about my owu agc,-a very
smart fellow,-Pulls a good oar, and knovis
ioiv ta manage a boat,-is a capital hand

with tools, anti a good siiot witlî a gun,-a
good fishorman, and one of tîte best singers
and speakers in the village. He speut a
ycar la bis youth at tlîe station of a mission-
ary lu Samoa, and bas greatly benefited
by it. Hie lias beon most usoful and atten-
tive ta me during the past scatson. I badl
some gtnnpowdcr aud sîtot, ,Nitli vlîich I
suppliedl bim for shooting pigeons, hoe keep-
ing bînf ta himseif and giving the other ta
mo-sa that vie lîad pigeonls ta dinner
about tvice a-weok, wvlich, we found a 'Most
wvelcome addition ta ont scanty fate.

TJurîng Mr. Morrison's coptintuod illness
1 have been apited ta continue in bis
station tbruout the ensuing& year. 1
enclose you a copy o? theiîninutes of the
conference lîold lucre. As the timo is sa
short, I shahl not write yaui any more at
presout, but trust te do so more ftdly by
the next opportunity. M1rs. Neilsan, my-
self, and the baby are quite wchl at presont,
lîaving bad na fever and agute as y-et.-
Believe me, etc. Tiio.rÂs NEILSON, JUN.

Work in rotuna.-Letter fromn
Rev. Josepli Copeland.

FOrU.xÀ, NEw IIiiDEs, M&X 14, 1868.
Mîj1 Dear Sir,-Not much calling for

notice lias occurrod on thtis island ditring
the last six moaths. Our boalth litzs beeni
good on the wbole, as lias also tchat of the
natives, Food lias nat been so plentifut
durîng the late atutmer. TIle woatlior for
the most part vias fine. February througli-
out wvas wô~re like a winter manîli. The
sky ware a dcep blue appearatîce frotu day
ta day. This was the result, no doubt, of
a hurricane, the auter circles of wvbiclt
bruslued tsson aOth January. The avorage
nMinimum temperature for Fehruntry was
tvio degrees loyer than in the carrespaadiug
mentit last yenr. The Mission work pre-
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