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* MODERATION."

% Mr, GLEANER,

4 T am a tectotaller, and one that *s not’
vehamod of his colours, which are nlways
¢ watér - eolours,’ I sonetimes dine out,
and on ndarly cvery occasi:u T wect our
old fricnd Alcohol, He is tho first to come,
tho'last to go—the presiding genius of the
]E:n;ty. I of course driuk uono of it; but

ain generally an exception in this 1espo-t.
and find myself too often in the respzetable
wiinority of' onc. I'his is noticed by wy
£riends; and conversation turms on the

acstion of Total Abstinence; and I con-
ess [ generally feel a'ter a while as thouzh’
I wero pushed by n superior foree to the
wall, nmr thero I'stand in my own corner,,
dofending ysell as well ne I can, and’
pleading what the old theologians used to
call an *apology,’ that is, n reason, — for
Jrinking water!
" “Now, Mr. Gleaner, do you.not think
that this is hardly quite fair?  Water is
tho natural beverage, other drink is nrtifi-,
vial. All the natural Kingdom — ocoans,
#ivers, springs; all the vegetable kingdom —
trogs; and herbs and flowers ; all the animal
Xingdom—creept mun—are water-drinkers.
Now, do jou not think, with.such compan§
a8 these, we ought to assume the offensive,
and’ make "headwiy against the wine-bib.
ders? I have gengrally found ihat is
«dlled the ¢defensive” policy to Le o, losing
game. ‘ Jo- it wo'lose momentum, resist
anco, forco (and sometimes temper besides, )’
and-are simply throws back on whatever
‘wo can get to support us. I anco.resolved
do'a 'kind'of ¢ Greek fire,” which I poured
into tlic enemy, and with sigoal success, 1
avill tell you aboutit-— )
- “There were six or seven of us (after”
the ladics had xetiret); and I being the
ogly water-drinker in the party, nud the.
xest' having had a little wine in them, we
avere “goon .actuully at sixes, and screns,—
Theyall talked highly and in au clevated
way, 6f the virtue of * Moderation.” This
scbm;:'d‘_td'lic tl_hci'r (Elnrdinnl virtue, the De-
ity they worshipp:d, though I fear they
(ﬁ;’l not uljvays 'i‘uﬁhful)y serve lrer. Aftc)r'
naich fruitless conversation—illustrated by
still' furtlier ¢ moderate” draughts of wing
I proposed the question — ¢ What ‘is
Mederation 2’ If it fuvolves a question
q?”qfﬁdi(f/'—‘ how strong ?° if a question
of qudrtity—* how much 2* if' a question
of Yinig ==t how oftei 2* if a question of
cliifale=~ what. fémperature 2" if a ques-
tion of constitution—*what tribunal of ap-
'peal?”"‘ e
 “My question was desmed'a fair and
£quitablc onc ; and cach of my six friends
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proniisdd'to write hisreply,  Withia a fetv

day5'T'had redeived the following series of
Jebters ez
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t.% DEAR FRIEND,—Difiicile cst. It'sa
dead:f sell)” this quéstion, of yours about
Moderation.. Jn-u-genoral way, I would
agree, with Feltham, who I beliove was -a
philosopber,;that ¢ the, boundary of man is
wmoderation; whea ‘once 'we fass thatiginle
ur guardian dngel. quits his chargo of us,
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I grant you, this is rather a deseription
than a definition ; but then you want thu
fatter. T am afraid you must iuquire clse-
where,  What would you thiuk of (say)
three glasses of good port—~strong ; crusty ;
73, 6. a bottle ;' warranted genuine ; none
of yrur modern legwood in it; and made
in Portugal, not manufuctured in Bermond.
sey 2 L2 would that answer your ques.
tion 7
% Yours, immoderately,

A ITanrny CrarriNed,

“D. 8, You woull nat object, I sup-
pose, if I were to tako a little drop of
brandy to neutralize the logwood, suppos-
ing the existence of that elenient 2 Stmilic
similibua.  One can’t be quite sure, these
times of noiversal adulteration, When is
the nct of DParliament to be brought for-
ward on this question ?—1IJ. C,
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No. IT,

“Drar TREpOY,—Your question the
othor evening was a poser. Any way, I
have ‘been thinking of it ever since, and
can make nothing of it. Tt sirikes me T
had better make a clean breast of it, and
«do my best to auswer all your (uestions.—
So here goes it —

w1, ¢ Ilow strong? Why, strong a8
mustard, boy !

¢ 2, ¢ How much ?' That depends upon
the strength, the price, the place it camo
from, the sizo of tho glasses, &ec.

43, ‘How often ?* Every time you are
thirsty, and don't happon to bo near a
drinling fountain, aod do happen to bo
ncar a decanter

%4, ¢ What temperature I'  DBless me,
can't say ! If it's very hot, one would re-
quire « littlé to make oue coo! ; ifit'scold,
a draught would restore caloric; if the
weather {8 temperate, it is neither cold nor
hot; lake halt and half!

% 5. ¢ What tribunal of appeal?' Very
likely, Bow Street | Questions of constitu-
tional power to bear Moderation ure often
solved there! If you cun ounly keep aloof
from this, and can got howe safely, and
keep at the right side of ¢ drunk and disor-
deily,’ you are a ¢ Modevate Man,!

“Dou't he offended with me, if I have
not been over scrious in iy auswers, 1
don’t think I have thrown mueh light on
your questions ; but I nzver could do much
i the yay of defivitions. L

V.o YXours, e L.

“Riosiarp Horsrus.

w + +No, IIIL

“Dear Sin,—>My obsercation of life in
myself and others has led me to the con-
clusion that no fixed law can be Jaid down
regulating the measure .of moderation,—
Bach must be the judge of his own cir-
cumstanees, constitution, .strength, and
need. For myself, I ‘know not how much
I drick. I nover guage tho actual quan-
tity ; but I despise:the.maz that 1 sce
continually drinking ; :though I confess I
could not exactly define.the poiat at which
his:cxcess. begins, I regard.-your: ques-
tions as'incapablo of any satisfactory or.de-

finitive: reply: - -I- hope’ therefore “you will

Yo o ‘. Y. ...»...'4.‘h"‘-.-

uot paees your interrogatorics ; and I prom.
izo you that until I can discover some do.
finition of Maderation, I will so far honour
your principlo of Abstinence, as to restrain
my tenguo from jo'ning in any outery that
nmay be raised uzninst a system the practi-
cal results of which aro beyond dispute,

I remain, dear sir, )

4 Yours, faithfully,
“ lnNest Prarpaiw,

NO. I\?‘

My Dran Friexp~1€ you will turn
to No. 195 of tha * Spectator, you will
find a very excellent essny on Temperance,
by Addison. One sentence of that papér
will suilica to answer your question about
Modorstion; he writes—' Were I to pre-
seribo a rule for drinking, it should be
formed upon a saying quoted by Sir
William Lemples” Tho first glass for my-
sclf, the zecond for wy friends, tho third for
good-humour, und the fourth for mine cne-
wies. :

“It would appear that four glasses of
wine,—whether per diem, or at each' meal,
or oftoner, I cannot sny,—would be the
ile of ‘moderato drinking' 1 can throw
no more light on the subject.

“ Yours sincarely,

« Joux Srxavy, ¢

No. V.

“2My Dran Fmr.sn,—-Jack. Steady has
just showed me his note, containing an an-
gwer to your question, 1lo.hss been prig-
ging out of the ¢ Spectator,” but -has not
read far enough into the book, If. you
will turn to No, 205, you .will.dincover a
little emendation of- Jack's capital idea of
¢ four glasses,” Tt i3 ag follows = :

1 }g. SercratoR,~In your papersupon
Temperance, you prescribe .to us & rulo of
drinking, out of Sir William T'emple, in the
following words : ¢ The first'glass for myself,
the second for my friends, the third for gooci
humour, and the fourth for mine cnemies.!
Now $ir, yon mustiknow that I have read
this your { Spectataadin n club whercof I am
a member ; when oWt Yresident Ltold us that
there was certainly an ¢rrorin the print, and
that tlic word ¢ glass’ should be ¢ bottle;'and
therefore has ordered me to inform you of
this' mistake, and to desire you to publish
the following crratum: ¢Ip, tho .paper,of
Saturday, Oct. 13, col. 3, line 11, for * glasy!
read Cbottlel -

¢ Yours,* U
‘Ronty Gooprxrrow !

T need havdly tell you that Iquite agree
with my old namesake in"this emendation,
Four glusses, as preseribed, would leave.ng
room-for a glnss to the Queen, n glass for
the army, mavy, aud volunteers, a glass for
the toast: of - the evening, und  gluss for. %
dozen of incidentals that.go to.make,up a
merry party. I protest- against. slhmeasy
ures and laws whatsogver; they..invelva
boudage. My definition of Moderation (if
you must have one) is, that it is some;
thing Jelween a-wwine-yluss and. -a.hoge;
head.. .. “Yoursasever, . . e

.+ #TRomy GoopreLlow, ¥

(4 Of the Nincteenth Century.”
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