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"fHair-Snake,"
Mn. Charles Arnold, of Paris, Ont., sent us some

little lime ago a live specimen of what ls commonly
calleid a " Horse.hair worm," or "HIair-snake." le
writes as follows: -
. " Enclosed berewith please finit somle kini of living
thing. I siouild not have trouble you at this time,
werc it not that thero are many intelligent persons
in tbis çection who beliero that the origin of this
species of living creature was a hair from a horse's
tail!

" Being myself alnost an unbeliever in this doc-
trine of Transmutation, I beg te refer the matter to
yon, trus'ing that you will keep the reaiers of the
Caia AtM well posted on theso subjects.

"Oneyoung mnu, ta whom I sbowei this animal, de-
clared thathe once put a hair from a horse's fai into a
bottle of water, and in a short timeit became a living
creature like the one sent, If this is true, it is very
suggestive, and puts strange notions into ones head.
Query. If the lorse's tait were put in the water
entire, whbat kind of an animal would il turn into?

"The enclosed bas been confinei in the bottle
somte three weeks (We bave bad il as many more, and
itis still very active. Ed. C.F.) At first it appeared
very lively, and would put its heai (or tail, I do not
know whiqh) out of tble bottle ; latterly il bas not
been so lively. The water bas been cbanged every
few days."

The supposed live borsc-bair is a parasitic bair-like
worm, belonging ta the class .Entoroa; it is a speci-
men of the Gordius aquaticus. It is about ten inches
in length, and about one.forticth of an inch in
diameter, without any perceptiblc organs te mark
citiier Lead or tail. Tiheso worms live la ibeir Young
or larval state in Ile bollies of insects, such as grass-
hoppers, etc.; but when mature they leave the bodies
of tMeir viciums, and take refuge la sballow pools or
moist situations, whero they lay their eggs in long
chains. If tic weather should chance to be dry,
they often become dried up ta mcre threads, whici
aro very brittle and easily broken; but a shower of
rat or inmersion mii water soon restores them tu
activity. 'lie youlig aie said ta lijaîli froitue ggs
in te water or Iaudt it whicl they arc drpositet, but
they soon pentrate ito somi unfirinate iisect,
and complete their developmenit ii ils body. The
worms wich affect chiliren belong to a kindretd
order of animais of this class, but they are of a short-
er and stouter 'orm, and possess an anal uritice, which
these do not.

The common superstition a'aut their being vivilied
horse-hairs is, o1 course, apure rmyth. We reinember
often baving been toit by ignorant people in our
childhood1, tiat if wepat ahairfrom alhorse's tail iutoe
water it woull turninto one of tiese "snakes" in
nine days! We were never sufficiently credulous ta
try the experiment ourselves, but iibers of colin-
try-olk arc ready ta declare that they have seen the
operation with ithcir own eyes! This would be a
transmutation far beyond the wildtest theory of the
moat- enthusiastic disciple of Dartwin. As our carres-
po:dent asks, what vould b the effect of the im-
mersion of an entire tait? or wby should not a hair
fron the manu db as well? or better, from the tail of
an ass! if Mr. Arnold's young friend is not given to
" drawing the long bow,' ha must bave mistaken a
dried-up Gordius for a horsc-bair, and have restored
a parched specimen ta activity.

Cut-worms in Spring Wheat.
To the 7itor of Tîn[ CisNA Anm :

Sii,-In your issue of 15th April last yon kintdly
replied to my note regarding the "Cut.worm," us
you believed it to be, destroying spring wbeat. I
promised to send you some specimeis of it, should it
make its appearance iis scason. 1 an sorry only
for the reason that I will not in flic anatime bc able
to asist son in discovering its nattural iistory, that I
was not able ta senti yon any. I looked carefully
abttibe same time as it iid its work lat year, and
in fiHel, as far as I could judge, exactly in ihe saine

position as those seo mnch injured last yenr, and I
could not discover se much as one, nor did I notice
any of the wheat injured in the teast, neitber bave I
heard of any fields which bave suffered from il. Is
it not rather peculiar -that il shoult have been se
very destructive in 1866, ant no injury known te
bava been donc by il, cither in the year inmietiately
preceding or in that succeeding it?

INQUIRER.
Tenîsany , Huron bouuty, 30th Nov., 1867.
Nors a ED. C. F.-The sudden appearance of

immense numbers of particular species of insects
during ona year, and their disappearance again
for several years more, le one of thoso problens
in Natural listory which bas not yet been satis-
factorily solved. The laws of nature are intedled
te maintain a just balance between the animal ant
vegetable kingdoms of the earth, and also between
the various families, gencra and species of each
kingdom; theso laws are nt times apparently broken
or suspended-at least as far as maans's observations
extend-and then soie particutlar class gains a
temporary preponderance, which, after a longer or
shorter period, it loses again. lin the disturbance of
nature's laws, man himself is the great offender, by
Lis clcaring of forests, converting wildernesses into
smiling fields, and in various other modes; and tius
be at times produces an enormous supply of footd for
a destructive inscet, while at hie sar-'e time lie drives
away the birds and oher animals that generally keep
them in check. This is a subject, bowever, ipon
which our liaited space warns is net ta enter. It is
ralher a theme for an essay or dissertation, than for
a brief note of explanation. We are much obliged
to our correspondent for lis attention; we shall
always be glad te bear fron him.

PE.mnonalyL ron FLEAs.-A Geor-gia correspondent
of the Scientifi Anerican gives his experience with
these pests. le says: "Much the larger number of
these insects are brouight into our family circles by
pet dogs and ents, and the pig-sty is gencrally filled
with then at this season of theyenr, where n'umbers
will hop on you hi ,en visiting i for the purpose of
feeding or inspection. The oil of pennyroyal will
drive these insects off; but a cheaper met"iod, wlere
te hard flourishes. l ta throw yaur doga and cati

juitoa ndecocioea ai il once a 'ireek. 3Mon- flhlerb,
and seatter it in beds.ofpigs once a month. I have
secn this donc for many years in succession. Where
the lerb cannotbe got, tha oil maybeprocuîred. lin
this case, saturate strings vith it, anti le them arountd
hie necks of dogs and cals; peur a little on the back
and about the ears of hogs, whiclh you can do while
they aro feeding, without touching them. By re-
pcating tbis application cvery twclve or fifteen days,
th ficas will lice fron your quadrupeds, to their
relief ani improvement, and your relief anti comfort
in the house. Strings saturated wti the oil of
pennyroyal, and tied around bhe necks and fails of
horses, a-ill drive off lice; the strings should be
saturated once a day."

A FLIGUI or LocrsTs.-At Malta, about noon on
Saturday, the Oth instant, the sky became filled with
locusts, which appeared ta be travelling from cast to
west over the island. The ruain body preserred a
bgh altitude, but many, perhaps tired by their long
flight, settled lu different localities along their route.,
A lighu breeze 'iras biowing front the wvestward, sa
thai te Insects -ere proceeding ba ta wind. T e
townwasquiteinastateofexcitement. The boyswere
catching the locusts In their hats, and the sparrows
and jackdaws were feasting on them lu the air wiith
evident satisfaction. This extraordinary spectacle
lasted all the afternoon. During the whole of this
lime they never ceasei passing for a moment, and
toawards sunset their numibers wre considcrably ra,-mente. la some parts ofi te country the rields anti
gardens were covered with them. -Most fortunately,
for some unaccountablo reason, they made no long
stay, and on the following morning, with the excep-
tion, of a fewatraggler, bil. ait disàppeared. Nor
do a-o hear of aîy serionas damago laavang becai done.
by themt ta the crops. which have already lipffered'
much from the continued absence o rain. A similar
visitation occurred at Malta, In 181-, he ycar afler
thelagîile; and in 1850, a u o eteso insects np-
petea an tho eastern eldc of tlie island ani did sonte

jury.--.ldta 2maMes.

Design for a Country House.
WE again present our readers with a design for an

eclegant and commodious residence, ratier more ela-
borate and costly than those 'we bave hitherto given.
Although il nay be beyond tho menus of the majority
of Canadian farmers, thero are many amonagst our
readers sifficiently prosperous ta be able to erect a
dwelling such as is here represented ; and many
others on flic road ta affluence may store up tho
hints here given for practicail application ait no dis
tant day.

IWe recomiîend tbis design not only for the agrce
able effects o its exterior, but for its simple and
commodious arrangements within. The style of the
exterior is what is generally termed the Italian, and
is perhaps as vell adap.ted ta tic requirements of
this eliamate as the Gothie or any other style ; tlie
roouL are not steep, and will no throw off the snow
as well as flic Gothic, but they project well over the
walls in every direction, thus throwing the snow or
min clear of both the walls and foundations. The
deep sliadows formed by the projecting cornices are
also very effective. and give beauty to the building.
The square tower rising abova the main roof is a
pieturesujîe teature, and suggests the idez of §tability
in the structure.

This style of building requires that it should be
erectedi with either brick or stone. Wben stone le
casily attainable, as it is in many localities in Canada,
we would prefer that material, as it tends to give
the building a mare permanent and substantial cha-
racter tian nny other. It la often urged that stone
houses aie danp; but this fault lu easily overcome
by building tlie walls hollow, wbich can be donc by
building an inside lining with four and a half inch
brick work, and leaving a hollow space of say tbree
inclies between ithe stones and brick work, and tyin-
them together at certain intervals with hoop iron
tics.

This mode of construction lias also other advanta-
ges, viz., noa Inside furriug and latbing le required, as
the walls can be plastered on the solid brick-work,
where two coats of plaster will be sufficient instead
of' three. Another important advantage le, there
will be no place for rats or other vermin, as the
skirting boards can be placed against the solid wall.
The air space can also be used for ventilating pur-
poses.

Tlierolis, anorcover, an air of stability and durabi-
lity about a stone structure; age, se far froin being
destructive to il, only increases its beauty. MWhat
eau be more picturesque than an old stone bouse or
cburch covercd with mos or ivy, and shaded with
rencrable tres, planted by the hands of those who,
bave perbapa long since passei away. Contrast with
this the cffects of time on a wooden structure, under
similarcircumstances. Webaveall een suchexamples
even in this young country-crackied walls, broken
plastering, settling of the timbers, lcak-y ro; is, &c.,
&c., too well known ta many bouse owners and ten-
ants in Canada.

To those about. ta build, we wish ta say a few
words. Ilaving sclected the site, and chosen the
material, the next step lu to procure a design best
suited ta the wants and conveniences of your family.
The accompanying design l not intended for a model
ta be copici for every locality,but to show how impor-
tant it is to have a design adlaptet to thepecullarities
of the site, and salt the wants of the bouse; and how
unwise it ls te erect only the stereotyped bouse of a
certain model, invaried in atl its details or character,
as ls very muob the custom in Canada. laving se-
lectei your architect, make him conversant with your
gencral rcquircments, the amount of accommodation
necessatry, tIe materials te be employed, and the
niaoint you ein ifFrd ta spentd on your proposei
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