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(rasses for Partially-Cleared Lands.

EnIToR CAXADA FARMER :—What1s the best misture ot
grass seed for sccuring a permanent pasture on land
partially clearcd of its timber?

AMATEUR.

Darham, Ont.

Orchard grass is by far the bost grass for growing m
situations where thoe suil i3 shaded.  With the Orchard
grass can be mixed Whate Cluver, Red-top, Tunothy, June
or Blae-grass, and rough-staiked Meadow grass; but the
Orchard grass should form the bulk of the seed sown,

Bibbon Grass,—" Phalans Arundinacea.”

Evnon CaNADA Famrser .—~What 1s the name of the
grass whichis grown i the gardens as an ornament? I have
seon it for the last teu y ears Lack, Lut I nevor heard 1t called
snything but “* Striped Grass,”and I neverheard of its being
analysed, to sco whether it contamed good qualitics as a
{)astnre grass or nol.  There 18 one good thing about it :—

rost dues mot kil it uat. T have nuticed it at various
stages of its gruwih and fiviu its appearance it gives me
reason to suspect that it might be made of use in some of
our pasture ficlds that look so bare. It grows necarly as
high as timothy, but it ncta quite differently, After the
seed is ripe, two or three inches Lelow the seed, the stalk
shorts and keops green. That is as much as to say that,
ifin a field, it would keep green all the summer round.
It grows a mice firm stalk, well-covered with leaves. A
grass which ripens 1ts seeds and keeps its stalks and leaves
green and branching seuns as though it might be useful for
more than its looks in a garden,

Oncida, Ont. J. E.

The rass enquired about 1s the Phalans Arundinaces,
Ribbon Grass, amproved by transplantation into gardens
snd cultivation in a good, dry «uil  Its natural habitat is
swamps and wet burders of sticams. If replanted n
marshes, 1t would revert to s unigmal type, and as an
agent 1n reclaimmg a marsh 1ts mass of thiekly 1nterlaced
roots would give it great value,

In Sweden it is extensively used for fodder, being mown
twice a year. An analyms of its constituents gave:—
water, G8.9; protemn, 1.9; fat, 0.4; heat producers, 12.6;
woody fibre, 13.5; ashes, 2.6. 'The famous Woburn ex-
penments indicated this grass to be superior to Timothy
for breedng purposes. From an acre of Phalaris grown
on strong, tenacious clay, and cut flowenng, 34,031 pounds
of grass were grown. On being dried, this lost 17,015, and
yielded 2,126 pounds of nutntive matter. Timothy, cut
when flonenng, yiclded to the acre 40,837 pounds, lost
23,481 pounds i drying, and gave but 1,595 pounds of
nutritive matter Though the chemical tests show the
Phalaris to be superior to Timothy, cattle, here, do 1ot
thrive on 1t, cither as pasture or hay, and will not eat it
unless they can get nothing ketter  The roots are relished
by pigs, and are probably nutritious. It would be ex-
ceedingly difficult to eradicate the Phalaris when once it
got established, so, if our correspondent feels inclined to
give it a trial, we advise him to use care in sclecting its
location. The seeds run about forty-cight pounds to the
bushel, Half a bushel to the acre wonld be sufficient. It
13 usnally propagated by cuttings of the root, lmid about a
foot apart n early spring, m well prepared ground.

The Prickly Comfrey.

The plant tlustrated on this page s the Prickly Comfrey,
a new forago plant, a native of the Caucasus. It has been
grown in Ircland for some years, and 1 Leicestershire and
somo other parts of England. A Lecicestershire grower
says of it, that it is likely before long to supersede many
of the forage plants now m cultivation. The advantages
winch are claimed for it over other plants are these :—It
affords a cutting earlier, and lasts longer than almost any
other. If cultivated upon a good deep soil, it will yicld a
heavier crop than any other plant ; and, when once plant-
ad, it will last forover. Itis very hardy, and found to
produce heavy crops upon any dry soil, although poor and
unsheltered. It is much relished by horses, cows, sheep,
pigs, rabbits and poultry. Horses are found to work well
upon it, and are not '‘soft"” as thoy are when they are fed
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might kill newly-planted roots,

The Leicestershire grower above alluded to, Mr. Kinard
B Edwards, gives these details as tothe modo of growth :
—Procure root cuttings, and mark out your ground, and
dig good sized holes over the entire picce, cach being two
Into each of these holes throw a
good shovelful of dung, and on the top of this place a root.
cutting, drawing the carth over it, leaving the crown about
two inches under ground. Keep the ground clean and free
from weeds, and in a fow weeks a large quantity of lcaves
(something similar to the Foxglove, or Wild Comfrey) will
be thrown up by each plant. These should be cut when , produce good crops of- corn, grain and potatoes, m ordin-
they have grown to a height of two to three fect, and before | #Y scasone
the blossom opens. Inaboutsix weeksa second cutting may
bo obtained, and soon throughout the summer ; each time
affording from ten to fifteen tons of fodder to the acre.—
The firat year as much as 20 tons may be obtained ; the
sccond year 50 ; and cvery year after, 50 to 100 tons. But
to do this, it will b nccessary to lay on a heavy amount of
manure, a3, in this respect, Comfrey is no exception to the
rule which demands an equivalent being returned to the

feet apart every way.

soil to kecep up its fertility.

Mr Edwards has, during the last four years, cut from
80 tu 100 tous to the acre, some plants rising to a hoight

of 5 feet, each plant “averaging 10 1b, to 12 b, to the cut.

crops will be found so useful or more easily cultiatod.

planted.

The Virtues of Red-Top.

Top, thus:
Re
tial

the native grasses of the praine,
life, enduring heat and col), drouth and flood.

flow of water. It produces a succession of rich fohage,
from ecarly Spring till late Autumn.

grow
timothy.

Its roots are spreading, so they take firm hold of the soil.

sun and the cold of winter.
mulch, which provents injury in timno of severe and lon

tap too close to the ground, as it springs u
hwhen pared to the very surface of the soil,

It may be cut with a hook, tiep up in bundles, and so car-
ried to the stall or farmstead, asrequired, day by day. For
amateurs and cottagers having » horse, cow, or pig, few

A few hundreds of root-cuttings will suffice to makea
start, as every spring the roots may be raised and divided
into twelve parts, and twelve ti.en the area of groundisl'N“mdy or nealy all, died

Prof. Welch, Agricultural editor of the Chicago Times,
Dboints out somo of the weak points of Herd's-Grass or
Timothy, and then proceeds to compare with it the Red-

»p i3 the reverse of timothy in almost every essen-
arucular, It comes into the soil easily, and goes out
hard. Tt seems to be as naturally adapted to our soil as
It 19 very tenacious of
If forms a
firm, compact sod, uninjured by the feet of animals, or the

It will bear close
cropping, and not suffer from thoeffects of it. It occupies
the whole of the ground, leaving little chance for weeds to
It spreads from the roots, and thercfore does not
require to bo re-sceded every few years, asin the case of

Red top isadn:irably adapted to withstand heat and cold.

It produces folisge immediately on the surface of the
ground, so that the roots are protected from the heat of the
They also serve as a sort of

continued dryness. There is little danger in cutting rea
immediately
When the late

on other green food.  Spring is tho best timo to plant it, !frosta bito thoe loaves of red top, they lio closs over the
but no timo comes amiss to it, except that severo frost, roots, and afford protection during the winte..

Red top, when green, is not the equal of blue grase, and
when dry is not the equal of somo sorts of hay  But
cither case it is above the average of our wild or cultivated
grasses, Unless it grows unusually rank, 1s injured m
curing, or cut when too ripe, 1t is relished by all kinds of
stock, and is caten very clean, Unless pains arv when 1n
 curing aud stacking it, there is danger of its Licuming
musty. On rich lands it may usually may be mown twice
in a season, and the second crop will make excellent food
for young cattle. On rich pasture lands it is well to mow
it after it goes to sced, as by so doing, a fine crop of foliage
immediately springs up after the scythe.

Red top does best on rather old, moist sols, and may
| be grown with tho best econumy on lands that will not

An oxcellent location for this grass is at the
foot of hills and banks, from which water oozes a consider-
able portion of the year, or where water remains late in
the spring. Undrained meadows, where timothy and
other grasses do not flourish well, will produce good crops
of red top. The character of this grass varies much, from
the soil and situation whore it is produced. On dry,

velly soils it is short, and has hard, wiry stalks that are
1ttle rehished by stock, either as grass or hay.

As un example of the endurance and productiveness of
this grass, the writer of this has an acre of well sown red
top, which has been mown sixteen years, and never received
any manure. Last year it produced over two tons of
excellent hay, and was afterward, as 1n previous seasons,

tured 1n thefall. A small amonnt of red clover foryeara

28 maintained itself in this patch of red top, and has ap.

parently been protected by it, as it has died out in other

portions of the samo ficld, where 1t wassown with timothy
and other grasses.

Harris Lewis says he has cut eight feet of Orchard
grass in one scason—four mowings.

Sowiye Grass SEED.—A correspondent of the Ohio
Farmer says :—Our experience of twenty-five years may
be worth something, and wo will give it for the benefit of

your thousands of readers. We try to sow on the last snow
of winter. Eight quarts of timothy and four quarts of
clover wiil give a good seed. Never failed to have the clover
do well but twice in twenty-five years, Last year we
sowed a little tvo early, and Tlust must of the clover on alt
but four acres, which we sowed a week later and had a8
splendid catch.  Late years I put i, say two quarts of red
top, which will hang onand come in wken the other
grasses fail. It makes a better sod also,

EXPRRIENCE IN PLASTER WiTH CLOVER.—~In the spring
of 1873 I sowed one field of eight acres to oats, thorough-
ly harrowed one way, then sowed on clover sced and cross-
harrowed the ficld. I then put on about three pecks of
plaster to the acre, and the result was a good yield of oats

and a fine catch of clover, which grew finely through the
summer, and last season produced a large burden of num-
ber one clover hay. This I am now feclzging to my calves,
for I prefer it toany other, when properly cured, forcalves
should have the best’ ‘The same weck in which I seeded
the eight acre lot, I seeded one of four acres, and in pre-
cisely the same manner, save that I sowed plaster on twe
acres of ut.  The other two acres went without plaster.
Now for the result. Where the plaster was sown, the clover
grew as finely as in the cight acre lot, and produced ns
much hay last season; while on that without plaster the
yield of oats was much hghter, and what c{over seed

%mm the effects of the drouth,
30 much so that it would not pay for harvesting. The soil
was sandy, what we term here sand knolls, and poor at
that.—~Cor. Western Rural,

Pea-Vixe CLover.—An Okio Farmer correspondent ad-
vises an enquirer to sow pea-vine clover for pasture. He
says :—My plan is to sced with timothy, m the fall, with
wheat, then sow one bushel of pea-vine clover to eight
acres. This will produce about twice as much pasture as
the common clover, and if you have good soil, and it seeds
well, you will have a heavy layer of clover, tramped down
to rot on the ground. In this way you can enrich your
soil and keep more stock than by sowing common clover.

I'have been cultivating this cluver for the last six years,
and would pay twice the price of common sced rather than
todo without'it. Iusually pasture two years, and then
follow with com, but the cut worms were so bad, that in
July, '73, Ichanged iy plan. I plonghed a field of pea-
vine clover that had been pastured 72, and from eight
and one-fourth acres, without manure, I rased 230 busliels
of wheat. I had to harrow down the clover and ride tho
harrow before 1 could flough it, and the plough would
then choke. I shall follow the wheat w u{: corn.  Pea-
viness nearly two weeks later than common clover, and
should ot bo pastured too soon. To save sced, pasture
till the middle of June, after which it will tll well, and
f'ield more than the common clover, I made tour tons of
hay last year, from a tield that had been pastured all sume-
mer, and it was as good hay as ever I saw, but it was so
,dry that it cured very quickly.




