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[0 to keep back for a whilo railread
clopment in such a district as Boun-
v Creek until they havo got sufficient
d prospects “for n song.” Nor fs it
iter for wonder that a hardworking
spector looks with scorn at some of
less than half equipped “sol distany
hing experts,” of whom so many now
bear in British Columbia, hoplug by
po Jucky speculative hit to make their
at little cost or trouble, and by
ns mainty of a considerablo output
self-assurance and large assertion.
o genulne well supported oxpert und
bitalist who will act fairly by the
wer are on the other hand great needs
B. C., and as such certain as a rule to
well receleed by the genuine prospec-
, who cortalnly has, as a rule, o hard
e, and but rarely makes any very
igstake” for his pains.

V.

THE CARIBOO HYDRAULIC.

his mintng company made 2 clean-up,
pleted on August 2Gth, representing
o result of 47 days working., The
algam thus, obtained runs to 5,683
uces of an estimated value of §60.500.
he dryness of the year has prevented
e fullest use of the mine’s opportuni-
bs, bt excellent results have neverthe-
< been obtained, which again shonld
considerably bettered in 189S, when
o Company will have completed its in-
nded water storuge works and thus
ve rendered its hydraunlizing more cf-
tive and continuons. Meanwhilo for
e remainder of the summer working
ason, hydraulicing at the mine will
om shortness of water supply be con-
ued for only part of each day. Dut
th the results already obtained this
ason, it is probable that the outeome of
e work gof 1897 will be the getting
om this successful gold gravel mine of
Iyear’s output of nearly §150,00¢.

THE ORPHAN BOY CLAIM.

A correspondent of the Revelstoke
erald deseribes the state of affairs at
¢ notorious Orphan Boy mine, orrather
im, as follows, leaving others to com-
i re the facts with the details given in a
] owing prospectus and otherwise:

e “The No. 1, or upper tunanel, is in 101

] etby actual measurement. It cutsthe
y partz ledge, which has a north-westerly
) end of 45 degrees, close to the mouth.
" he lower tunnel, which s in about 58

y t, will have to be run another 150
o t to cateh this ledge, granting for the
) ke of argument that it is not a blanket
dge. ‘There are about three tons of ore
the dump and as much as five could
obably be picked up on the claim, tak
g in tloat and what was blown out of
o prospecting hole, which the prospec-
s called the shaft.”

-

Much important matter has unavoid-
Iy beer crowded ont of this week’s
TIC. but will appear in next issue.
[Parties having: anything to advertise
poected with mines, mining and min-
_will find: the Carric to be-the most

coast and the work bas been done in a.

TEXADA ISLAND.

Texada Island, of which little yetis
known in mining circles, will ore long
create not a little excitement.  Scaut at-
tention has been pafd to this particular
island centre, and yet, this notwith-
standing, Vancouver will probably bone-
fit considerably more from Texada de-
velopment than from that of any other
part of the coast, as for facilities in
mintng, shipping, &c., tho isle commands
the premier position tn B.C. Why moro
futerest has not in Vancouver been taken
in itz development can ounly be explained
on the supposition that Texada les too
close to the city and has in consequence
been considored able to look after itself.
Vancouver's busincss men will, however,
be wise if they look more to Texada, as
otherwise tho trade of the islo may slip
i“to other hands in other places.

» Thero are now some twelve properties
working on Texada, and twice that num-
bor of claime on which assessment work
s boing done. Probably few mines are
better known than the Van Anda, and
it is fairly certain that within a very
short time it will be known still better,
as a consignment of high grade ore is
being shipped to Messrs, Vivian & Co.,
of Swansea, throngh Mr. Pellew Harvoy.
This ore, a splendid -bornite, carries con-
siderable gold and silver, with a rarge
percentage of copper, varying from 20 to
50 per cent. ‘The workings in the mine
can, however, be much improved, and
quantities of ore shipped by every boat.
I'he shaft is down 130 feet from whero
drifting 1is taking place on the vein,
averaging six fect, of which three feet
are stated to be in solid ure worth $100
per ton. At present the want of syste-
matic work is only too apparent. Were
this mine in thoronghly good and cap-
able hands, the shipments would be
heavy and profits large. The situation
of the mine is unequalled for cheap work,
lving as it does within a quarter of a mile
of deep water. The ore can therefore
be put on 3 boat and shipped to a Pacific
coast smelter at a cost not exceeding one
dollar per ton.

Tho Raven has resumed work and a
hoisting plant has been fixed. The shaft
is now down 140 fect and it ix intended
to sink to 250 fees, before drifting to the
tode.  Several shipments have been
made, with smelter results equa! to
amounts varying between $30 and 850
per ton. The ore is a magnetic iron,
carrying from 10 to 30 per cent. coprer,
with gold valuocs equal to from 85 to §20.
A staff of 12 to 20 men are working, and
development will be pushed ahead.

The Surprise shaft is down 203 foet
and drifting has commenced on a vein
five feet wide, carrying 18 inches of solid
copper pyrites. Thisore wiil give smelt-
ing returns equal to $30 por ton. From
fair samples the gold value equals 17
dwts and the copper from 8 to 135 per
cent. This is the deepest shaft on the

continued to the 300 feet level. The
Company I3 alse making roads to enable
regular shipments, and it is belteved that
one hundred tons weekly will bo shipped
a% an carly date. The firat shipment is
expected by the next trip of the Comox.
On this mine all shots are exploded by
cloctricity, and the appliances on the
shaft will enable sinking to 500 feet. It
is, however. a groat disadvantage to the
owners of the mine thut no assistance is
rendered by the Provincial Government
in muking roads and assisting well de-
serving enterprise.

Twelve mon are working on tho Silver
Tip and the shaft iIs down 130 feet in
good ore. It i8 intended to sink to 200
feot before drifting.  As in the Surprise
a battery is used for exploding dynamite.
The difiiculty in gotting ore down from
lack of some assistance from the Provin-
cial Government in making roads is here
very much felt. Already ore shipment
has been made to Messrs. Viviau & Co.,
of Swansea. and it Is contemplated to
ship continuously. The Sllver Tip geep-
erty has a reputation for its regular
value from almost the surface. This is
principally in gold, which gives tfrom one
to two ounces, with from 5 to 10 par cent.
copper. There s little doubt that with-
in two or three months this property
will be opened sufficiently to be able to
pay expenses and yleld good profits.
The Mixinag Critic hopes fn an early is-
sue to notice in further detail the possi-
biiities of Texada.

EAST KOOTENAY’S MINES AND
CLAIMS.

Tho Thunder Hill concentrator is re-
ported sold to & Victoriasyndicate, which
will shortly operate it on an extersive
scale in order to treat a large proportion
it not all the ores on Thunder Hill and
Findlay Creek. Meanwhile Major Clo-
hecy a 1d his associates are contemplat-
ing tho setting vp of a concentrator and
tramway in connection with thelr prop-
ertles in the Bennison Basin. As a re-
sult the quiet little lumber hamlet of
Beaver would becomequite a busy centre
of prectous metal shipments via the C.
P. R.

Rich strikes are reported from Toby
Creek, where 400 claims are now
staked. Much of the ore is grey copper
in crystalline quartz. In the case of a
claim staked by M»r. A. J. Hopkins, as-
says are reported to show 62 ozs. in sil-
ver, $7 gold and 15 per cent. copper.
The noted North Star mine 1s, moreover,
proving richer thau ever, & larg: body
of carbonates showing exceptional values
in wire silver having just been opcned
out. Other promising strikes are also
reported from Wild Horse Creek, and
judging by present activity, East Koot-
euay should ere the close of the vear,
-greatly increase its previous best prec-
-jous.metal putput and before 1898 closes

have come well-to the frout as one of the
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