
CHRIîSTIÂNITY AND' ('1iiLIZ.%Tl,N.

l ir. jierforiied .iii preservilg li.arning ;but the tact is, that wliat Protestants

' a. i-ll corruiptions of tile Chîristianî systi, and wlîich tlîe'v aie accustoiued
Fr prvue iidcioi, wheiî t bey liait becontulainale

roitibccojingmor-, hoplessstiad ieiîdereil it possile for lnter ages
I t>ý uîialt îîse ut the books w hici the, Cuircli had stowed away iii mullias-

th, teis ar hc lelo ciaîinis ciedit for îîot ilestruviiig, w hen she
Vlil). oglitto ave issenin tte kiiuwiudge flic ' coiitajiied-ii wliich case

M<ill nitier iiioniistic inistituitionis ilur a sacred languiage Nvoîili hîave lîeen any

811l. a e. 'ihere ils certainly nut adleqnnite excuIse,- sa% s 1lallaîîi, - for
IN o keIitiîg tlic pîeuple ini ignorance. aind tiie gross corîlîptions of the Middle

S .esaie iii a great legreo assignabile to tis policy. B1ut learîiîîg, and
tIir% -oieiiityrlgoî ae eveiiîially derived fruiii it the îîtiiist ad-

le( tlg "U Middle Ages,- 46i2).
TVie Byzantinie Eulpire, fouîîded by the first Chlristianî Eniperor, exiited

opeinaily eleveîî cenuries. Of tliit emipire Lî.cky says :" Tlie <iniversal

led verdiict tof hjstorY is tliat it constittites, ii itt seiîrcely au exceiontîî, tie

idd iîost tliorougl i base aîid iiesîicalc foraîi tlîat civilizatioî lias yet

t led îssurnîed. Thiugtî verY cirue] aid ver 'v ensuial, tiiere hiae beeîî tîlues
«li %%en criielty assuiiieu muire rîitlless, aiîd sensuailitv -limre extravagat,

itascts; bait tliere bas ijeen -<o other enduring civilization so alîsoiutely
de* destitute of ail tornus and eieenits of greatiîess, andî îî'uîe to s hiei the

ai of <pitliet ' ueauî may be so emplîatically ap1ulieit. Tlîe BYzantiiîe
Empîjire ivas îire-emîiîîenti3 the cge of treneciervy. Its vices were tue Vices

Iltl < ien whoî ceased to be birave wjthout iecrîîîug to lie i irtuiois. WVîthi-
sts ut îlatriutisîîî, witiîuut the trLujtjoi or desire ut lilîertv, alter the first

dh il lan<lxysis ut religiuus agitation, witlîout getîlls or îîîtellectual activity
Stlîe slaves, and îwiiiing slaves, in both their actionis cait their thoiglîts,

idng, iuuîîîrsed iii sensualit.v and ini theî iiîst frivolus jileasuies, tlîe 1 ople
ttfer vnl eîiîerged troin thîcir iistlessîîîss îvhen sulîle theolugicai siîlety, or

lte solîle rivahi v in the, chariot races, stiniulated thiîen into frantic riots...
<tii -"The lîistory ut the Emipire is a îunitunouîs storY ut thue intrigues of

'o- riests, euînuclîs, and wounen, ut poiýonings, ut cunspiracies, ut unit' rm
,.1 ingratitude, ot perpetual fratricides .. Aticast tlie Muhaiaunîedan invasion

ur-gy terminati d the long decrepitude of tlie Eastern Empire. Constantinople
aile. saîil betieatli tue ('rescent, its iîhîabitants wrangliîîg about t1leologicai
agesi différenîces to tl'u very moment of tlieir taîl.
ftric- The Asiatic churciies iiad already perished. The Christian faith,

* p îauted in the dissolute cities ot Asia Minur, had îuroduced many tanati-
ry cal ascetice and a few illusetrions thîsuiogians, but it had no rennvating
rt, effect vipou the people at large .... The trenzy ut pleasure continued un-

vers' alîated, and in s great part ut the Empire it 8eemned, indeed, onty f0
lg.e have attained its climax after the triumph ot Christianity.

le lit "The condition ut the Western Empire was somewhat different..
leet ihe [the Churcbý exercised for many centuries an usimuet absolute

nitv emîpire over the thouglits and actions ut mankind, and creatcd a civiliza-
tion w)îich was peruneated in every part with eccieuiastical influence.
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