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recezled o for the deuinl of any thing supposes that
hing previously revealed and affirmed : since,
wisere nothing is afirmed, nothing can be denied.
Flence, the Protestant’s Creed, which consists en-
tiriy of denials, can make no part of Divine Re-
veladion.

Cirst, the eternal word, is the essential truth.
{ vinthe way, the truth and the life, says he—John
xiv. 6. But, according to St. Paul, he, and his
doctring, is ever and essentially affirmative ; for he

‘ravians, Quakers, Shakers, Dunkers, Fyreethink-

i neither nay ; says that Apostle; nor yea and
nay : that is inconsistently affirming and denying
the sume thing : but he isalways yea : for all the
promises of God arein him yea ; and therefore by
him aMEN : that is, be it so ; which is affirmative;
and ti.c very name of the faithful andtrue witness.
"I'he nume, therefore of the deceitful and faise wit-
«iess wust be the opposite of Amen ; that is, be it
not s0 : X deny it : 4 protest against it.—2. Cor.
i, 18, Apoc. il 14

Lo protest against, is to oppose. But an oppos-
et is an adversary.
rnmeld the very title, by which in Secripture the
i3 designated.—1 Pet. v. 8. Psalims, Ixxiv.
ticcles. xxxvi. 9. Is. .8,

Auother Scripture name of the Devil is, in He-
brew, Abaddon; in Greek, dpolluon ; which signi-
tics destroyer.  Butthe word Protestant, or denier,
has *lic very same meaning : {or, to deny is to pull
down and destroy what previous affirmation had
buili up.

And is not this just what the zdversary has done,
and still continues ta do, by the instrumentality of
our Protestant Reformers ; whose doctrives are all
found, upon a rear inspection, to be mere denials,
afwhat was ever taught in the whole Christian
Clrurch before themx Not onc of all the Protest-
unt Sects can shew me a single affirmative article
in ali they teachor believe 5 if we except what they
tiave -retained of the Catholic Faith ; which is no
more their property, than what is acquired by
stealth or plunder, is the property of the thief or
the robber. Their own distinctive and  diserimi-
nating doctrines are all, as I said, but so many flat
denials of those affirmed and taugbt in the univer-
sil, or Catholic Church, from the Saviour's time,
down till the apostacy of the German Monk of
Wirtemberg, in 1517. And, what is truly as-
tonishing, and not otherwise to be accounted for,
Lut by a blindiolding judgment, like that which
still darkens the minds of the Jews ; their negative
doetrines are all the most evident contradictions
tq'that very Scripture, which they profess to make
their only rufe of faith ; as, I trust, will be clearly
shewn o the sincere seeker of trutk, in the follow-

ing strictures on the chief articles of their negative
Juitk, . : )

Coea PART FIRST.

Thke dgm Sacraments of the Catholic Charch
ptove 4 pm Saripture,
40f the Seven'sllmramenia of the new law, name-
ly, Baptism, Confrmation, Holy Eucharist, Pen-
«nce, E,d}lcme Réfion, Holy Orders, and Matri -
nigny; Photestants. deny five admitting only two,
‘Buptism and e Eucharist ;. yet denying the we-

| Church of Eugland Clergy entertain much the same

'The Protfestant then has as- (|

cessity of the one 5 and the whole sacred cssence
of the other, :
I
BAPTISM.
The gencrality of Protestants deny the necessi-
ty of Baptism. The Svcinians, Unitarians, Ao-

ers, Universalists, and numlcrless others, dis-
pense with this Sacrament altogether.  The Bup-
tistsand Anabaptists, holl it to be usecless, if ad-
ministered before a certain age 5 allowing all un-
der that age to die without it. 'The Presbyterians
and Culvinists, consider the omission of it as wo
bar to salvation : and a great proportion of the

idea conceraing it.

Yet, in what clearer terms could the Saviour
have declared its indispensable necessity, than in
the following, recorded in Scripture : except a man
beborn again of water and the spirit, he cannot
enter the Kingdom of God.—John iii. 5.

We arc all born, as St. Paul says, Children of]
wrath—Ephs. ii. $—inheriting of our first progeni-
tor, Adam, together with his guilt its punishment :
as is evidently proved by the temporal portion of
that punishment, the afflictions and suiferings,
which we all endure from the beginning to the end
of our presentlife : from the cradle to the grave.
For how, indeed, can the strexin be pure, which
flows from a polluted source: or the fruit be whole-
some and good, of that tree, which is vitiated in
its core and root? We must then be renovated,
or regenerated j that is, bere agrin of “water end
the spirit, before we can enter the Kingdom of God.
We must be made children, not of the carnal and
sinful Adam, butof the spiritual and Loly one, who
is Cliist ; before we can recover our lost inherit-
ance 3 which regeneration takes place in Baptism,
by water and the revivifying spirit. Hence the
Saviour, insending forth his Apostles to teach all
nations, commnded them to Baptise them in the
name ¢f the Fatrer, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, Matt. xxx. 19, adding, that ke who believes
and is baptised, shall be saved. Mark xvi. 16.
Whence it is clewr, that Baptism is as necessary
for saivation as belicf, which in the same sentence
he declares to be indispensable ; for, he who believes
not, says he, shall be condemned.

Itis on this last clause that the Anabaptist
grounds his rejectien of infant Baptism ; for how,
says he, can Infants be said to have the indispen-
sably required beliei ?

Just as they have rcason, the gift of nature,
granted to all mankind born of the flesh ; so have
they faith, the gift of grace, granted to all dorn of|
water and the spirit. The infant born without the
consciousness or use of reason, is rightly account-
ed a rational creature, and the child of reason ;
and why should not the infant regenerated of water
and the spirit, though without the consciousness
and use of faith, be accounted in like manner a truc

believer 2 'Would any one say that a young fiuit
tree was not in reality a fruit tree ; because as yet

ruit not having yet arrived ?

it had borne no fruit; the season for its bearmg
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The Devil, however, who seeks the ruin of our
envied race; knowing the mary milions, whon
the saving efficacy of this Sucrament would snatcls
from his grasp ;and add to the number of the su-
premely blessed ; induces those, who, like our first
Paicats in Paradise, by listening to his deceitiul
sugraestions, have allowedhim to acquire over the'c
minds & blindfolding influence 5 to dispense with
Baptism altogether 5 or at least to delkrits ad-
ministration to an age, Before reaching whieh, as
cxperience demounstrates, the far greater number ot
those born die. He thus both enhances the guilt:
of the Parents, whose sins ere visited on the chil-
dren : and gluts atthe same time his hellish ma--
lice in ruining forever their hated offspring, whosc
natural protectors he succeeds in persuading ta
leave them defenceless, his victims and prey.

Aware besides of our not having, till we are bap-
tised, any portion in Christ, or participation in his
redecining merits 5 he strives thus to keep us i
that dismal state ; in which, after coming to the
use of rcason, we may and must accumulate guilt ;
and, as the Apostle suys, treasure up to ourselves.
wralh against the day of wreth : Rom. ii. v. but can
never, as being under the dominion of sin, and
dead to God, do the least thing deserving ofeternai
lift. The cnd then of our life here is entirely re-
versed : and our time, granted us only towork out
our salvatien , is thus wholly spent in working out
our dawnation,

The Anabaptist next grounds his rejection of in~
fant Baptism on the example of cur Saviour, whe.
was not baptised till he was thirty years old. But
his opinion in this respect is quite a whimsical no-
velty, never before his time so much as dreamed
of in the Church of God ; and suggested only, like-
every other innovation in the faith, by the cuuning
fiend, to effect his mischievous and destructive pur-
poscs. The time of the Saviour’s Baptism regard-.
ed not our operations, but his own 3 and was evi-
aently the fittest chosen, when he took up formally.
at the full age of manhood, his sacred Ministry :
and began at length to usher in his religion by
fulfilling, as he said he would, all the legal figures.
to the smallest tittle. Mait. v. 18.  This therefore.
he did in the most regular and orderly manner
possible. For the purification, or outward wash-
ing of the body with water, being the first leghl
figure, since, without observing it, noncin the
Jewish Church could have any participation in
holy things ; it is therefore the first onc fulfilled hy
the Saviour, who, in Baptism, annexes to the sign
the thing signified : to the outward washing of the
body with water the inward swashing of the soul.
with his grace: baptising us, as Lis precursor said.
with the Holy Ghost and with fire; Luke iii. 16,—
and thus fitting us for a participation in all the be-
nefits of his holy religion, no longer externally figus
rative, but internally and spiritually real ; and fof~
our final admission ipto the company of the blessed
above.

He descended therefore into the waters, the angel.
of the great council, like him who stirred the pro-

| batic pend: John v. 2;—oniy in order, hy the toucly



