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It is bard oftentimes *to, be ;patient 'and
to hope on, but then rewvard and enicour-
agement corne where we hiad least looked
for cheer. I t was because I knew yon
expected me to do it,» said a boy whose
repeated failures bad often tempted nie to
give hini up entirely; and nowv bis face was
ail radiant with the hard-won victory over
himiself, whichi was to give me also strength
for the future, aîid with tears of joy I then

resolved that I would never, neier despair.
This work is flot an éasy one, and we may

if ive choose, neglect it and go on content,
teaching our "Reading and 'E.iting and
'1Ritbmietic'> but wve should at least know
wvbat we do, fiel wbvlat opportunities foi good
we are flinging fromn us, and we should re-
mnember also that

"-No onie can dIo our work
That we shaU leave undone.

HISTORY.

I{listory, his-to-re, (historia, from tbe verb
historio, 1 enquire,) means literally an ac-
count of facts. It is a word first used by
Hierodotus, wbho calls bis work by the titie

IHistoria," and thiere can be but littie
doubt that this ancient writer fixed the
sense in which the wvord bias since been ap-
plied ; tbat is, as mcaning the science
which treats of man in all bis social rela-
tions-religious, moral, commercial, politi-
cal, or literary-as fai as these are the re-
suit of general influencýes ext ending to large
masses of men. Embracing both the past
and the present, bîstory consequentlyi
considers everything which acts upon
rnen,-regarding them ini the higbt of
inembers of a scclety. It should clcarly
represent the relations in w'hicli man exists
towards bis brother men, and sbould
detail the influences to which bie is subject-
ed, tbe motives by 'vbich bie is actuated, and
thle influences drawn froin the same, with
clearniess and truth. According to sorne
commentaries, history may, be either consi-
dcred ili the light of an intellectual exercise
in tbe department of buman knowledgc or
science, or as a form of literary composi-
tion. Bacon reckoned it to be tbe chief
coînponent part of learning and studie-1 it
ini its relations to nieniory, while bie placed
philosophy and poetry below it, as appealing
only to the understanding and imagination.
It is therefore the busbiness of history to re-
cord or reniember t'le events, past and
present, of the %vorld, and to place tbern
down iii such a way that they can bave the
bcst biold iii the memory, by appealing ro
obher facts for their support eind corrobora-

tion. This is the txue definition of the word
used by Herodotus, although it bias been
analogically used to express other branches
of investigation; as in tbe terni Natural
History, stili in use; and sonie of the an-
cient writers deflned the general use of the
word by their adaptation of it; as Aristotlc's

History of animaIs," and Tbeophrastus's
History of plants." Dr. Arnold, in his

"Lectures on History," remarks on the
widely different interpretations of the word,
and also explains its correct meaning.
The general idea of bistory," says hie,
seems to nie to be tbat it is the biogrraphy

of a society ; it does flot appear to 'me to,
be bistory at aIl, but simply biograpby,unless
it flnds in tbe persons wbo are its subject,
something of a comnion ptirpose, tbe ac-
complishnient of wbich is the object of their
comm-on life. History is to the common
life of many, what biography is to the life of
an inCividlual. Takze, for instance, any com-
1mon fàmînly, and its inmbers are so scatter-
c d from one another, and are engaged in
suchi different pursuits, thapt, although it is
possible to write the biography of each in-
dividual, yet there can be no sucb tbing,
properly speaking, as tlic bistory of tbe
family. But suppo~se all the menîbers of
the farnily to be ilhrown together iii one
place, amidst strangers or savages, then
these inimediately enter a conon ié-
unity of action, interest, and purpose, dis-
tinct fromn others around theru, wvhichi ren-
deys theni at once a fit subject for bistory.»
l'le history or life of a nation may bc
eithier rendered in parts, or as a wbole. The
most coruplete work is that whicli starts at
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