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turb the harmony of thts mectin 1, or of the Craft,
which I deeply regret to say has been seriously
disturbed of late,  In rising {o propose the adop-
tion of this repert, | am bound to do so because
your lordship has summoned us hee to do it, mnd
i seems to e a question which has already been
decded in a regular Grand Lodge (epplause), and
1 do hope your lotdship will wilow e temperately
to argue this point.? ~ (Hear, bear).

‘The Graud Master: * I cannot atiow you to do
50, and [ do hope that Grand Lodge will suppoit
me in endeavouring 1o do my daty in exponnding
the lew to the best of my alnlity, and | shall not
submnt, alter so expousding the an, 1o have wy
deciston controvested ou the present occasion, 1
mest beg the worthy Brother therefore to confine
Jumeelt to the question of tos report, which s the
auly question before Graud Lodie, and not to the
law which I have latd down.  (Applause.)

Bro. Bustton: “ The question is, who has the
power to make the laws of Freemasonry ? (llear,
hear, and lowd applause.)  Itis histinctly stated
that Grand Lodge alone has the inherent power of
emacting laws,  You will allow me *o read a
clause.”?

Bro. Dobic: ¢ Most Worshspful Sir, I nse to
order”

Bro. Burlton read from theBosok ofConstitutions :
“The G. Lodge alone has the sowermherentof en-
acting laws aud regalations fo. the governmentof
the Cralt, and of altering, repealin 7, and abrogating
them, always takmyg care that the auctent land-
marks of the Oider be preserved.  The Grand
Lodge has also the power of 1avestigating, regu-
laung, and deciding il matters relative 4 the
Cratt or to particular Lodges, or to individual

$hothers, which )1t may exercise enther of asel or
by such delegated authority as, mn its wisdom aud
discretion, 1t may apooint 3 butn the Grand Lodge
alone resides the power ol erasing Lodges and ex-
polling Brethiren fiom the Craft, & power which it
toes not delegate to any subordinate authorty in
Fugland? | respectfully subnut that the Geaud
Lodyge alone has the power todoall tus, and enac

these lav s aud regulattons for the government of
the whole Craft, Itisnot, therefore, unreasonable
for us t) presume that we have the power of ad-
Journing from one day to the other. ‘Fhere 1s no
single bye-law winch says that Grand Lodge bas
not such power, and under these circumstances |
contend that 1t has the power—(appisnse)—ant |
think, Most Worshiptul Sir—"

Bro. Havers: ¢ I nse to ordor,”  (1f1sses.)

The Grand Master gave the Brother permission
to speak, and Bro. Havers procceded. ¢ Brethren,
I conld hardly inagine that yvou cold have stopped
me in this way. (Laughter.) 1 havebut one ob-
Jectin view, and so long as the Grand Master rules
that Fam i order I shall go on—(oh, and hear,
hear)—and I have now 1o submt to your lordshap,
that the Biother who has just spoken was out of
order, because you have justly ruled that you have
power to state whatis the law, and that you will
not wllow your decision to be discussed.’ (Ques-
tion.

The Grand Master: ¢ The Brother was speak-
ing to order with my pernussion, amd I hope the
Ercthren will kunow themseives better than to in-
terrupt with cries of ¢ Question, question,’ under
such circumstances.”  (Applause and laughter.)

Bro. Havers then continued: ¢« No one,” he
said, *“ ean doubt that Grand Lodye has the power
inherent. (Loud cries of* Question, question,” and
hisses.)  Why, surely, we are not to submit here
to tyranny like tlns, which is greater than has
ever been heard ol.”  (Langhtet.)

Bro. Buickes: « I use to order.”  (Applause.)

Bro. Havers: « Grand Lodge, T was going to
say has the power to alter uis laws, but you must
make this new law first, and till 1t 1s somade you
must abide by the laws which are made.”?

Bro. Burlton agam attempted to address the
Brethren, but was stopped by

The Grand Master, who said: < am bound by
my solen obligation 1o mamtam the laws and
usages of the Craft.  Thee is oaly one interpreta-
tion of that oath, I must maintain those laws and
usages 1o the best of mv knowledge and ability,
and enforce them according to my own interpreta-

tion of them, (Oh,oh!) ~Brethren may say ¢ Oh,
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oh ¥ but so long as 1 occupy this chair I shall
waintain order in Grand Lodge. (Applause.) 1
shall interpret the law to the ‘best of my ability. 1
assert, then, on my own_ respousibility, that the
Wor. Bro. Burlton was following out a line of argu-
ment which is disorderly, and which he 1s not
compelent to pursue, I therefore catl upon him
to refiam.”  (Applause.)

Bro. Buslton: “ 1t is all verv well for your
lordship to act according to yonr own understand-
g, but there are other persons here wha must be
allowed 1o interpret them according to the best of
their yudgment [cheers], and——"

The Grand Master + « If the Worstupful Bro.
proceeds in this strain, I shall have to request hun
to leave Grand Lodge.”  [Applause.]

Bro. Burlton: ¢ Then { will only make one
more remark, and that is, we find,1n page 31,
Article 10: ¢ If the Grand Musler shull abuse his
potcer——'?

‘I'he boisterous applause which iuterrupted this
passage was such that 1t prevented Bro. Burlton
trotn continming.  ‘There were however loud and
continued cries of ¢ Read ! read ! and the result
was that the Grand Master himselfread the clause,
which was as follows :

¢+ 1f the Grand Master should abuse his power,
and render himself unworthy of the obedience of
the Lodges, he shall he subjected to some new re-
gulation, to be dictated by the occasion ; because,
lutherto, the ancient Fratermty have had a0 rea-
son to provide for an event which they have pre-
sumed would never happen.” * By that law,”?
concluded the Grand Master« T am peifectly wil-
ling to abide.” [Loud applause.]

Bro. Burlton then brought forward his motion
for the adoption of the report, but said that
he did so under protest, and only to prevent
any further delay in so important a matter {cheers],
while doing so, he entered s solemn protest be-
cause he would maintain that the busiess bad
been settled already.  {Cheers.] But because he
wished to do justice to the Cauadian Brethren, he
would then move that the report be recetved and
adopted.  Much he might have said on
that subject. in temperate terms, such asone Free-
mason has a right to address to another, but when
Lnocked down by thegavel, as he had been, he
could do no more in supzort of his motion than to
express his dissatistaction generally with the re-
sult of the mismaragement, so far as the colomal
affairs of the Craft weie concerned.  He conclud-
ed by formally proposing his motion, which was
seconded by Bro. Kent late Prov. G.MM. for Aus-
tralia,

Bro. Dobie suggested that the clauses should be
put serintim, which was agreed to.

On Clause 1,

Bro. Binckes asked permussion to refer to one
or two other parts of the Books of Constitu-
tions.

‘The Grand Master said that he would not allow
.
Bro. Binckes sad, that then he would have to
move an amendment fo: the puspose of caliing at-
tention to the deciston which his lordship had un-
fortunately gaven. This amendment was, *‘That
this Grand Lodga having already decided, in a
Grand Lodge legally constituted {oh,oh ! and loud
cheers], the question which is now before them, it
cannot be settled in Grand Lodge twice. {Pro-
tracted cheering].  He thought 1t was very 1nex-
pedient to proceed further with this motion, be-
canse Clause 13 said ¢ All powers, authorities,
rules, and regulations, for the government of the
Grand Lodge, or Provinctal Grand,Lodges, or pri-
vate Lodges, or Boards, or Comr.utlees tespective-
Iy, dunng times of public butiness, or meetings,
or proceedings, shall be use, and exercised, and
enforced respectively by tue officers or members
by any Jaw or constitution authorized to
preside or actin the absence of the Grand Mas-
ter, or any superior officer or member in such
Ladges, Boands, or Committecs, or in the general
zovernment of the Craft, as fully to alt intents and
purposes as tf such substitute, officers, or members
were specificd in every law or constitution in

wiuch any powers or authorities are given, or
rules or segulations preseribed for the principals,
unless special provision 1s made to the contrary.””

. Dobic called Bro. Bickes's attention to
lhf ;\(\)ct,lh:\\ the Grand Master had decided that
they should not raise points of discussion on the
Raok of Coastitutions, but go on with the 1cpoit,

ar, hear. R
[liﬁ:(;: Blnckjcs contended that the Brethren which
declared the last Quarterty Comniunieation ad-
journed till October meetmyg duly opened for the
purposes of Masonry, were the Graud Master of
Masons pro hae viec, and had every authority for
what they did. ) .

The Grand Master saud, thatwasarguing agaiast
his decision, and once more he mustsay he would
not allow it.

Bro. Biuckes: * This 1s not the way to pro-
mote the interests of Masoncy : whule there is this
difference of apinion amongst us, the matter should
be allowed tu ve atgued.” ~ [Applause.]

‘The Grand Master: '* Whatever your own opim-
fon miay be, [ hope you will give me credit for act-
ing to the best of wy power 1n the manner which
[ believe 1t to be my duty to act. I have ex-
pounded the law, and’T witl not allos that expost-
tion to be controverted in this way.”

Bro. Binckes: « Wl you lordship allow meto
ask you a question 2 [Loud cries ol ‘ Yes, yes !’
and * No, no.’] It would be dlsxes‘rccl(u\ in me,af-
ter what your lordship has sad, to press this
matter any further.  [Applause.) 1 shall now
simply move this amendment @ ¢ ‘Ihat this motion
having been already discussed and decided upon by
a legally constituied Grand Lodge, the Grand
Lodge deems it inexpedient and unnecessary tore-
open the question or further to consider thereon. »
[Eoud cheets. ] .

‘T'he Rev. Bro. Lyall seconded the motion.

Bro. Havers suggested to his lordship that he
cauld not put such a motion as that,

‘I'he Grand Maste, ¢ ¢ I shall certainly refuse to
put the amendmenr..” .

The Rev. Bro. Portal, whose risiug was greet-
ed wnh lond and hearty applause,spoke as follows 3
« It 15 with extreme painand regret that I find
myseli compelled to move a separate amendment
on the wotion which has just been made by the
W. Bro. Buriton, and n doing so 1 wish to pay
the most impheit obedience to the Grand Master
sitting in Ins chair, thongh for the present he has
refused to allow us to quote and constder our own
laws; I, therefoie, shall not quote from them.
His lordship has refused fo allow us to pass an
opinion as to the extent of our own jurisdiction,
and I shall, therefore, not enter into that subject.
‘There is an old adage which informs us thatta
child may lead a horse te water, but a hundred
men cannot make him ¢rink.?  {Loud cheers, and
laughter.] Icontend that 1f weare asked to stultify
ourselves in this manner, that till we have consi-
dered this question, we ought to declare that we
will not discuss any other. {Loud eheers.] There-
fore, while I submit to the Grand Masier in the
chair, as a member of Giand Lodge, [feel bound
to maintain its dignity : and I therefore do move
«That this Grand Lodge declines to proceed to any
other buswness till 1t has been allowed to decide
on its inherent authorty and prerogatwve.” ? (Loud
applause.]

Bro. Hearn seconded the amendment.

Bro. Roxburgh rose 1o move another amends
ment.

Bro. Warren said an amendment counld not be
put wpon an amendment, !l the first amendment
was disposed of.

Bro. Roxburgh: It Las been stated by the
Rev. Bro. DPortal, that the Grand Master has re-
fused to permit Grand Lodge to consider its own
constitutioys. {Hear, hear.] Thatldeny. [Ap-
plause.] Masonry is bound by its laws, and there
1s but one constitutianal method of amending those
Jaws; andf the worthy Brotheris desirous of
amending them, he can do so 1u the proper way,
viz., by giving a substantive nolice ot mntion,
which would then be considered by the Grand
Lodge. So long as the Warshipful Master occu-
pies that chair, hie 1s bound to mawtawn those taws,
and in the exposition of them he has given his own
notion in accordance with s views of his obliga-
tion,in which I coneur. He is bound to put lis own
construction upon them, and to admanister them to

the best of his belicf. That there are Brethren who



