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sence, thou hast heard my vekde, fixeu hast expericncéd my power, and yet hast
thou not known me V' It reminds us of what H1e said, long ages after this, to oe
of his disciples. In the new uarne whiâl he had reccivcd th<i mAN was revealed:-
Jsrael, the prince of God: Whcerefore then should lie ask after Dis namne? God
does reveal Ilimself ln biis naine ; buit far mnorec larly in the experience of eom.
municjn %vidh hlmii. It is one fthini to kno'v the name ef God, te know Qed
Hlimself is qfite another thing. Thiis Last had been vouebsafed to Israel bce
knew God as giving Iiiîn strength in wve,,kncss, and v'ictory in trial. 11e wvho had
.wrestled witli lsriel was the same gloriouis eue wvho afterwards rcvealed. ]imself
saying, IlI arn the resurrection and the 1f?' , to know ll-im is life Eternal. Ris
narne le LOVE :the highcstblessedness of lifo is dovotedncss te Him.

It is added, "And ie blcsscd him tiiere." Jehevali blessed the earnest suppli-
ant, and in the deep and spirituial experiencc of that blessing lic went for-th no
longer the supplanter, but the Pri.ice-a more leal and earuest, and a braver
man. 11e bias a new spirit as well as a new namne. Wc doubt net but that long
beford th is Jacobi was a child of God-w fiat took place nt Bethel is proof enoUéh
of this. But up te this time lie retaincd mucli ef Uis natural character, and we
ere pained to find him if net untrue, at le4,ýt only hiaif-sincere, and conse9 uently
timid and vveak But from this time ncarly ail traces of this natural timidity
iand proeness te resort te stratagern, rather than te, ineet difficulties and
charges nianfully, disappear, and Israel is a more unselfieli and altogrether a truer
man. Thorougthly lsonest nov, lie gees furth te meet hie impetueus brother; no
longyer sbrinking, like a coward, but with the liglit of hely courage, as well as of
truc affection beaming ln. IUs eye. The brothers meet, they flu on cadi othieû'
necks and weep, and in that brotherly embrace Israel is the prince whe prevails
,by love. What theughl lie gees from Peniiel in hcelplessness and iveakness
halting on his thighlilbs weakiicss is strengthi, for lu God lie bath righteeusness
and strength.

Contented niow, upon my thigli
1 hait, tilt life's short journcy end;
AU helplessncss, all weakneis, I
Ou Vie alone for strcngth depend."

THIE APPLICATION.

We need te held communion with Ged Ilalene." Precieus and inr.-ortant as
so~cial wvership is, it can neyer take the place of the closet. Nay more ; social
wership itsclf is but a lifeless form te the niaii whe lives ln the nç.glect of secret
prayer. In the solitude of the cleset, wvhen the door is shut, we attain te, a true
sense of our wveakness ; and yet this is net thfat erushing and terrible feeling
.that seizes the man, whe aftcr hiaving long battled in self reliance, finds that in
the very crisis of the life-battie bis arm bas failed. The praying seul is alene;
and yet net alone, fer his God is with hlim. 11e needs more than an arm of fleà1t
to.lean upon, but in God hie bath strengyth. Iu cemmunion with God he receives,
'ônt of the Divine ftîlness, grace fer grace and strength for strength. Such wea,ý,.
ness is real strength.. Ail Scriptnre and experiencc join in assuring us that i
'order te our work, and warfare, in order te, the vigrour and enjeyment ofth;e Chrls-,
tian 111e, it is indisp3nsabl. that we be mucli in secret prayer.

Let us r.,)t be discouraged wlien prayer is net immediately -answered. Soeé
times we are left to struggcle iu the darki, in sieneadan. Infellectual dtâ-
culties press upon us for solution-the windows of the seul arc darkèned--eU.r
Seuls are atbiret for Gel], yet depres.sion, unacceuntable and irresistible presses
upen our spirite. We knew and lielieve that there le a suni ; but it is behiud ~
*cloud se thick and impenetrable that ne single ray reaches us, and dark' 'àId'


