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will revive the apple industry. The
article in question contains the most
important admission of the failure of an
important industry ever made by a per-
son connected with a government. Now
in the name of common sense, either put
the business on a paying basis and stop
the decline or stop aIl promotion of the
industry, for if it is a legitimate decline,
there is no use throwing good money
after bad. If, on the other hand, the
business is worth saving, there is no
use Ietting things drift. Instead, we
should ail work together to revive it, and
in this effort the government should lead.

A LARGE REVENUE

There are estimated to be -seven mil-
lion bearing trees in Ontario. ,A good
authority, Mr. E. D. Smith, ppits the
yield at a haîf a barrel a tree, which at
two dollars a barre] would be just seven
million dollars.

In New York State they estimate the
net returns of a bearing tree at $5 to
$io.oo a year. If we take a middle course
and say $7.50 we would have the enor-
mous sum of $52,500,000-45,500,000

more than the present return. Surely the
possibility of a yearly increase of
$45,500,000 or half that should lead us
to strive to renovate our orchards, and
be a safe business investment for the ex-
penditure of public moaey.

WHAT MIONT BE DONE

The Ontario Goverament, if it sin-
cerely desires to bring about an improve-
mient in existing conditions, should find
it a simple matter to devise methods of
doing so. Among others I might sug-
gest the following: First, increase the

partment of Agriculture and have a num-
ber of men, not only at the leading ex-
hibitions but also at small local fairs
with a full exhibit of specimens of in-
jurious insects, fungous diseases, samples,
of spray materials and sprayed and un-
sprayed fruit which would show the pro-
fit to be derived from this work. These
men should be able to give advice on ail
questions in fruit growing, both practi-
cal and technical.

OltOHÂRD SUPRVEYS

There should be a soil and orchard
survey made so that we would know just
which varieties are adapted to certain
soils, and where these soils are situated.
Records of temperature and loss from

-frost for periods of years should be start-
ed and maintained. Thus a man wishing
to plant an orchard would have definite
information of great value and thus
would not hftve to. go into the business
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have prevented the disastrous losses of
a few, years ago.

Ail tree salesmen might be compelled
to show that they were working for a
reliable firm and if necessary be licensed.
One of the chief causes of discourage.
ment among fruit growers has been the
travelling agent, who picked his stock
up wherever lie could get it the cheapest,
and then labeled the trees with the names
of standard hardy varieties and sold themn
to, the confiding public. Instead of leav-
ing each farmer to take action in such
cases the governiment might well accept
the responsibility. Were salesmen li-
censed this would be a comparatively
simple matter.

AID THE ASSOCIATIONS

The departmerýt should increase lits
aid to cooperative fruit shipping asso-
ciations. It could keep the fruit growers
informed as to the prices of fruit. At
fairs, conventions and fruit meetings
practical demonstrations in packing and
grading fruit miglit be given.

The department should compel apple
dealers to put up a reasonable guarantee
that the apples purchased would be paid
for..
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